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HEA VEN 


That it is every Mans todiſpenſable Duty ar 

Intereſt to ſecure Heaven for himſelf; 

 $ECAvSE 
Whoever miſleth it, and is loſt, is utter 
unlone, and miſcrably wretched, and the whol& 
Work! is nothing to him, to help,or comfort him, 
SS = © 

The Man that is Srv'd is unſpeat ably and Eternally Bleed® 
LIKEWISE . 
Repreſenting to Conſideration the common 


and notorious negictts and miſtakes abour this 
buhinels of © great Coucernment 


The Saving or Loſing SELFE.: 


By S. H. the Author - of the former 
Guideto HEAFEN. 
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EPISLLE. 


Rethren, my hearts defire and 


| 
| Prayer to God tis, that you mioht 
| be Sav d, I lows after you all in 
the Bowels of Jeſus Ch iſt, but 
l have great heavineſs and contimnal 
(orrow tn my Heart, being jealous over 
you with a Godly jealoufly, ferrines lealt 
by any means, as th Serpent L-vnil d Eve 
throuwh his (wbtilty, you ſbonld br cory pe 
tea from the ſimeplict y tha! 1s 14 Chriſt. 
1 am [enlible of my oreat Lect 434 bnt* 
faithſulnels, as to my Ireat work and th: 
gi 7 ' ils ard frndine [ome arcays and 
lond warninos , and knocks of Death to 
tell me, that this Exrthly 1 abernacle mnt 
| ſhortly zz down in the dvit, aid that I 
am ziot like to amend what 1 | e 4044 
amil[ s, fo Pread ” 1 power, oy, pr ay 
mMOYEe heartily, 414 | e fa falls 


than [ have * | wa 
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The Epiſtle. 


thoſe few Lines, expreſſing my ſenſe of 
the great danger the moſt are in by the neg- 
lett of themſelves. I wiſh that ſuch got 
on good by many worthy labourers among ſt 
them for many years, may now reap real 
benefit by this enſuing Diſcourſe. I bad 
many thoughts about it, whether I ſhould 
ſend it dreft up in an exait modiſb way, 
Methodically and Elaborately order d, and 
neatly worded ; But finding care about 
That loſeth the Heart, Life,and power of 
Truths , I Was reſolv'd tolet it run nat «- 
rally, as coming, 1 hope, from the ery 
bottom of my Heart, ſearching as deep 
as poffibly I could, tnto real and ſound 
Truth, that it might reach to the bottom 
of your Hearts, and do you real good. 

I confeſs, I have been too much pleas d 
with Elegant and Eloquent Sermons, 
with Exait, Ingenious, and Elaborate 
Treatiſes. But of late, I find, the Writ, 
the Method, the Language, eat wp the 
Heart and ſubſtance of the Truth. Ican't 
obſerve ſuch exattneſs this way in Holy 
Writ ; but Miniſters labour much to force 
ſuch coherences and dependcncies,s the A- 
poftles and others never intended. Beſides, 
theTruths are in themſelves choice Jewels, 

and 
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and all painting, though never ſo rich and 
Landy, takes off -. from the luſtre and 
ſhining ſplendour of the glittering Pearl. 
Methinks , the moſt, I had almoſt ſaid 
the beſt,do but trifle about the great thing s 
of God and Heaven : I am willing now to 
tell you plainly without Circumlocutions, 
and many Apologies, that it s high time 
{ for you to conſider, whether you ſhall ſbortly 
| be in Heaven or Hell, and to let you know 

that you are toonegligent of looking to your Ns 
ſetves and whilſt you [rek, and think tocxtra. 
ſave your ſelves, you are really loſing your 
ſelves to all Eternity. Could I but ftop 
one Sinner in the way to Fiell, and ſave 
one Soul out of this dangerous ſnare of 
Self-Negle&t, and Sclt-Deceit, and Selt- 
Undoing, I ſhould mot be erud e my pans, 
mor value the cenſures and ſcorns of the 
proudeſt or wiſcſt, let them be many or 
few. I have tco much regarded the Frowns 
and Smiles of Men, which hath done me 
much hurt, and made me unfaithful ; I 
thank God, ] hope Icanſay, I am above 
it, far beyond it. Let the World acſpiſes 
condemn, if Ged will but love, and ſay, 
well done, it's enough, 1 am [atisfied- 


A } My 
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M, mann deſign and buſineſs is this, fo 
comvince the IVoerld, that mot ave decet- 
VIAC and aeitroyine them(elt C5, 4A are 
not ſenſible of it, nor will be comvine d of 
therr great folly and wretched madneſs 
herein. Tow would take it kindly of a 
Phyſician, that would warn and help YO! 
av ainſt « dancerons diſeaſe, or « Lawyer 
that would grve advice about your Eſtate ; 
and why (bould yow not kindly receive 
Counlel about your Souls ? I hope [ome 
will read it, not with « critical cenſorious 
eye , but with areſolution ts ſearch and 
find out, whether there be any thin? in it 
that nearly concerns them, and may be 0) 
Treat uſe ana 200d to them. How ſbould I 
rejoyce before I dic, conld I hear of. any one 
Jyoul brought out of the broad Way of ac- 
ſtruction, into the narrow path of Life 
by it. I am ſo ſenſible of mine own 
drexdful neglets and trifling, and obſer- 
vine the moit very inaifſerent 4nd wncon» 
cern d about their Spiritual and Eternal 
Eitate It made me write with the more 
warmth and heat. Ton can t blame a 
May tt at [tri tes to ſtop the Fire tm your 
Houſe, i he crics Fire aloud, and ear- 
eftiy, and tram? le. 5 08 your Garden and 

Flon frs, 


—— 
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The Epiſtle. 


Flowers. It's not time to Complement, 
or ſcarce to be civil, Tow will ſnatch 
Poyſon, a Knife, or a Firebrand from « 
Child that is like to hurt himfelf, 
' without ceremonies or perſnaſions, you 
| will catch your Child violently ont 
of the Fire, without nſing Intreaties. 
Knowing the terrour of th: Lord, ſays 
the Apo le, we perſuade Men we value 
not whether we are accounted mad 2 Cor. +. 
| Men, or ſober; it's for your ſakes, 
and ( hriſts love conſtrains ut. This 
ſhews mot wrath, or crnelty, or ſeverity, 
but the greateſt tenderneſs , prty, and 
compaſſion. The more loving and a ffeFi- 
onate the Mother, the more earneſt for 
ber C bilds gooA in caſe of danger. Me- 
thinks , ] not only forſee your ghaſtly 
looks, and hear your ſcreetches and groens 
| on your drath-brds; mot only ſee your 


Shull and Pones, and loathſom clammy 
duſt in the Grave, but hear and (ce your 
dreadful cries, trembling and confuſion 
+ at the Trcat day X an4 your ro wings and 
yellowimes in Hell ; and at preſent I ſee 
you buſte and careful about trifles, and 
wearying your ſelves with very V anity; 


p ſome L awgh, other: [Veep ;, ſome Sing and 


Roar , 
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Roar , others Sweat and Labour 5; Sowe 
ſear great Troubles, others expe? great 
Proſperity and all trifling away your 
time about nothing, when Great,and Glo+ 
rions and blefſe things, fland before 
you, are nigh you, and may be obtain'd ; 
and therefore blame me not, if I am very 
earneſt and importnnate. It « but « very 
little while before you and: 1ſhall lye down 
in the Grave. We can't always cat, and 
drink, and ſirep, ar now we do, great 
changes are coming upon us , and yet we 
cant be wiſe and prepare. It was wot 
iong ſince, there was mo knowledge nor 
thought of us, and in a little while we ſbell 
be here mo more; poor Worms creep out 
of the Earth, crawl about « little while, 
and into the Earth agein, ſome ſooner, 
ſome later 7, if we are wiſe we may mount 
wp to Glory, which is the defign of this 
Treatiſe. ; 

IFere it Gods way, and what would 
prevail, I could caſt duſt on my bead, 
rend my Clothes, and fall down at your 
doors, and with bended knees earneſtly 
beg you to take care of your precious im- 
mortal Sonls, to flie from the wrath to 
rome, and flrive and run to get to Glory, 
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I could beg you with loud cries, till my 
Throat —_— and my Voice ſpent, 
and with Tears of Blood beſeech you. 1 
aw ſure, Gods people of old, bis bleſſed 
Miniſters eſpecially, were flrangely im- 
(—_ bow earneſi the Apoſtle, | 

ſeech you, Brethren, by the Mercies of 
God, and in the Bowe!s of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
if there be any conſolation in Chriſt, 
if any Bowels of Mercy, &c. Never « 
Friſoner beg'd more earneſtly for his own 
Life, thaw» good Paul begs their Lives 
and Souls, But when we have done all, 
neither is be that Flanteth any thing, or 
| be that Watereth, though it be Paul and 
Appollo's, : Cor. 6. 2. 7. but God that 
giveth the Increaſe. Who is ſufficient for 
this work? not Men mor Angels, It's 
the ſame power, that made Heaven and 
Earth, that can rule the raging Seas, and 
overthrow Mountains, that can change 
thoſe Hearts of ours. If Means, or Mer- 
cies, or ſudgements, would have wrought 
wpon us, and done us good, we had been 
other manner of perſons long agoe. 
Chriſt s Preaching, Company, holy Con- 
verſe, ſweet and gracious Temper ,-won. 
derful Miracles, did not work on Judas 3 
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The Epiſtle. 
all the judgements not change Pharaoh | | 
mor his people 5 all the liraclites mire- 
culous Deliver ances, wonderful Protefion, 
and Proviſion, nor Gods diſtinguiſhing 
kindneſ1,did not work on thel(rachtes; but 
Ia. 4.3. marmur, repine, and inclind to Idolatry ; 
God ſays, What could I have done more * 
what choice Preaching aud Fraying 
what Heavenly Sacraments and Faſts ; 
what excellent good Books have been in 
this Nation : and yet many,uery many, 4s 
ignorant, prophane, filthy, and worldly, 
as if they had liv'd in the dark corners 
4 the World * How many Sermons 
reach'd againſt Pride, Wantonneſs, 
Covetonſneſs, &c. preſſang to prayer in 
Families and Cloſets ? and yet not move 
one, ſcarce, in « Congregation, to one 
duty, or make them leave one fin. 
I have often been quite diſcourag'd in 
wy Work, ſinking under the burden, and 
«pt to think, Lord, why ſhould I offer C briſt, 
Grace, and Glory, to theſe ſinners any 
more, that will ſcarce hearken to what I 
Jay, and if they do, will leave all be- | 
hind thew, and ture to the World and 
16.6.9, Verity, and there be alive, and at home. 
10, 11, That ſuch an Evangelical my as 
Hatah 
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2h Iſaiah fpould be ſent to make the Feats 
&- of the p:ople fat, and their eavs | "UF, 
”, and (but their eyes. Ome would think, 
'e that was work for falſe '| rophets and blind 
vt Prieſts, Fut will not much and often 


'$ Teaching prevail 5 No qnite comtrary, 

F the word was wnto them » precepr wpornt Chap, x 
, precept, precept pon precept x; lime wpon 17 

; line, line upon line: here a little, and 


there « little * that they miecht £9 and 
4 fall backward and be broken, fnared, 
, and taken. So that | ame often thinking, 
we muſt turn off from the people more to 
God, and ſay, Lord, open theſe peoples 
eyes, ears, and hearts ; 1 muſt pray, and 
Tow too, that God may bleſs thefe I inc 
to your Souls, and then may thty do you 
real good. 

But ſince our great / ord and Miſter . 
bears and forbears, intreats and woes 3 
ard ſince Chriſt is mech ant lowly, kind 
and pitiful + | cannot but intreat and 
beſeech you once more, that you would 
' confider the things that belong to your 
peace , prize and receive them, beſore 
they are hid from your eyes; I cannot 
but beg you for Gods ſake, who hath no 
f pleaſure in your death, had rather you 


would 
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_ would turn and live ; for Chriſt: ſake, 


who would ſee of the travel of his Soul, 
and be ſatisfied, who died bitterly to ſave 


2 Cor. 5. you. Says the Apoſtle , 41 though God 


[| 
| 


did beſeech you by us, we pray you in 
Chrift's flead ;, for the Goſpels ſake, ſo 
full of Mercy and Goodneſs ;, for your own 
Souls ſake. ſo poor, and empty, and mi- 
ſerablethet needs all this Mercy, and will 
be made bleſſed by it. Let me beg you to 
conſider your ſelves, is all well at preſent 
with you ? if ſo, you bave canſe to bleſs 
God and be thankful ; but if not, can 
you live and die ſo £ Tow may ſlight ſuch 
« Meſſenger ar 1 am, and reje® my 
Counſel, but God will ſend another Meſſen- 
ger ſhortly, cannot reſiſt, nor rejet, 
the Call and Summons of Death. It is 
caſte to caft this book behind you, or read 
it caveleſly, or deſpiſe and laugh at this 
warning. This may be the laft Call to 
ſome of you 3 God will not much longer 
trouble or burden you with theſe things ; 
bis Mercy will not wait, nor his Spirit 
ve in this manner. Hear ye the 
Lord ſpeaking to you, as the Apoſtle, 
1 Cor. 4:18. #0 21. Some are puffed up, 
as though 1 would not come to yu, 
but 


_ 
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The Epiſtle. 
but I will come to you fhortlyz and 
the Lord will know not the ech 
of them that are puſſed up , arif they 
were ny, Mx. they are nothing, 
and deceive themſelves ; but the Power, 
Truth, and Life of Godlineſs, for the 
Kingdom of God is not in word, but in 
power. at will you, ſhall I come to 
you with the Rod of anger and defirution, 
or in love to Save and Exalt you #Think 
ſeriouſly how it 'twil be ;, Chriſt will come 
in flaming fire againſt ſome, and to be 
lorified in ſome, and admired. On what 
Land are you like to be found ? Do you 
really look, long for, or love the appearing 
of Teſms Chrift, or do you dread it Are 
you ready, watching praying, preparing, 
bleſſed art thou, ſuch a Servant, If hom 
the Lord, when he cones, ſhall find ſo 
doing. I can but perſnade and intreat 
you, I can't force and command you. God 
ſeems to be as one gone into a far Coun- 
try, and lets the I orld alone to them- 
ſelvershath only appointed all rhetr works 


and the Porters, the IM inifters. are o Mack x5. 


warn aud call upon you. Jon may now 74 
bear or refuſe, pray in your Families, or 
ot pray 3 ſwear,or not ſwear ; perſernte or 


ſoffer 
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ſuffer $God lets Men alone at the preſent, 

only perſnades you ts be wiſe 3 ay, but 

God will come and call over all, and 

Luke 19. call all to account ; every Servant call d 
13-15-10, fo an account for every Talent. Its ſaid, 
Ro g. be went into « far Country for a long time, 
that is, it ſeems ſ1 to us, that the wicked 
Servent ſays, the Lord delays his coming, 

and falls to oppreſſuon and drunkenneſs 

God will come in an hour when he thinks 

Ch. 19,27 mot, and woe be unto bim. As it was 
28. in the d1ys -of Noah, they did eat, they 
drank, they Married I! ves , wntil the 

day yz in the days of Lot, they did eat, 

they drank, they bought, they ſold, they 
planted, they builded, till the [ame day 

that it rain d Fire and Primſtone from 
Fleaven, and d:rſtiroyed them all, ſo is 

the coming of the Son 0 Man. 7 bus, 

moſt Men are taken by Death in the 

midſt of buſineſs. Moſt Men are buying 

and ſelling, full of Cares, and fears. and 

hopes, and joys, till Death ſtrikes them 

down, and all is gone. Many have con- 

triv'd much for another year, about their 
Flonſcs, their Grounds. their Children, 

and Neath lays this Argit or this Week, 

thor mnſt be gone to another place, about 

other 


The Epiftle. 
other matters. The Sinner is amaz,d, 
quite confounded, and overwhelm'd, as 
if he never heard of it. The good Man 
ſays, welcom Death, and welcom Chriff, 
aud welcom Heaven ; when Death ſays, 
I muſt take away all ; be ſays, 1 am 
ready to be fiript; its no more than I 
look'd and prepar d for. Good Mr. Jordan ' 
that had aſſurance of Gods love Forty 
gears, ſaid, he would go forth ſome miles 
to meet Death, as the beſt Meſſenger he 
ever ſaw : Another chearfully let his Soul 
out of his Body, and ſaid, now Angels 
do your work. This is my great end in 
writing this Book, to perſuade you ſoto 
take care of your ſelves > that © when 
Friends ſhall weep over you dying, and. 
leave you gaſping out your lait, and dead, 
your Souls ma y £2” with Triumph and glory, 
to better Friends, to mount Sion, tothe 
City of the living God, the Heavenly 
Teruſalem, and to God the judge of all, 
and to the ſpirits of juſt \ſrn made 
perſef ; and to Jelusjthe Mediator of the 
new Covenant, and to the blood of ſprink- 
ling . that ſpeaketh better things than 
the blood of Abel. That ſpoke wrath, 
death, and vengeance ; this ſpeaks Merey, 


Life, 
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Life, and Eternal Glory. The Lord 
grant, if it be his m—_— will, that theſe 
following Lines may be ſo read, believ d, 
and pradfis d, that you may be thus bappy, 
and eternally ſav d. T leave and commend 
both Tow, and the work, 10 the bleſſing of 
the great God above, who alone can make 
it really good to your Souls. 


Every 
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Every Mans 


Grand INTEREST 


AND 


ENQUIRY, 


Whether be himſelf (ball be Sav'd, or Loſ 
G16 CHAPTER This 


If « Man think hint to be. ſort L 
Hate» He 'is nothing , ob ſo gs 


himPelf * 
Rut let eve ove bis own Works 


and then Lo7m ave r in bins 
{elf, wot in pre rig nt, 


For pay Mas ſball bear his own Buys 


0 can be-more _ 
and — 
Himſelf , and all other 
things re iz'd and em 

5 brac'd —_— lead to this: 
Genre ll and —_— 


= INE mol: peatages I 
Houſe, Eſtate, 
add ſuch SET 


chooſe what is beft; and refi 


22, 


Every Mans Grand Intereſt 


and hurtful ; bug $hat man thagis really good, 
Religious, and Tound in heart and life, 1s the 
only rquiyys wil ered Thar” < he*+ xr 

ml the «6, dey bro JooFal fhe' s, 
ſo few of theſe (though molt, all ſeek them» 
ſelves, yet they are generally deceiy'd about 
themſchves, phd what & really good for them- 
ſelves) I was willing ta Treat of this weighty, 
ſxcbing and awakening Srbjeft, to perſwide 
a'l men to look to themſelves ; If felf, that 
Soul and Body ob-thine be Jofk te 2H Ercrnity, 
what is all the wo to Lo Fd though 
Hundreds and 'I hauſands about thee flouriſh 


7%) 14.: 1, 20; profper, if thov art tormentcd, roaring 


IT PRun and horror 2 What it mapy others be 
fave, ant walk rf on in wayes ofrighteapl, 
neſs, be throw Fef«s Chriſt mounted vp to. E- 
ternal and marchleR Cory ;and you through 
yaur wickedneſs, and ſelt-neg}ttt, and decety- 
ings, fall down. 'roto Everlaſting Burnings ? 
Nay: what av all che matters of this Wore, 
and the other to you, whether others proſper 
or not, if you are nndone ? Certainly,nothing 
cayy be- more acceptable, (if rightly under- 
ſtood) than gvod Conpniel to perſwade men to 
be-truly wiſ}*5-ovrable,great,ridh,and Eter- 
nally happy: Bne the mbit miſtake them- 
ſelvos/ ad their bn real good : . They take 
tlebaiet} Carmal, Wotdlys Bodily ſelf 
todag'the marr, there all ; hence all their Care, 
, Bhoughts, Fears, Hopes, Joyes,, and Sor- 

rows arc #our this falſe ff; ard fo the 
alrdciuded nt} loft ; and ths mit aking {-1f, 
Þ | ” 244/49 Nv they 
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whether he ſball be Savd or Loft. 3 


they are decciv'd about other matters; raking 
that to be truly good, and only good that 
gratihes and pleaſeth this ſinfull, ſenſual ſelf ; 
ſo their great care is what ro Eat, and what 
to Drink, and what to puton; and chooſe 
and ſeek after rhe moſt, the beſt of thoſe lower 
things; and daily, and fooliſhly neglect their 
Souls, their main, their only ſelf, and the 
great and good things that conduce tg the 
happineſs, and Eternal welfare of the Soul. 
Therefore, God in his Word commands men _ = 
off from theſe things below, and cherg*rh 7 . nb 4 
them to look to things above. Yet men, the ;, Juba 3. 
moſt, the higheſt, ſeemingly the wile, 15. 
| will not he convinc'd of their folly and groſs 
þ miſtake ; but will deceive and deſtroy them- 
ſelves, and be undone for ever. May | be In- 
ſtrumental by this Treatiſe, to recover and 
ſave but one periſhing Soul, to bring on9 
Ywodigal home to his true real ſclf, and to ro 
his Heavenly Father, to bring him off trom 
the Swine and Husks of this World to his Fa- 
thers Houſe, Table richly ſpread, Bread c- 
nough, the f2tr:d Calt; nay, to his Fathers 
Armes, his Hearr and to all the rich Daintics 
and Cloathing and Ornaments,and ſet himſelf 
on the other tide of Soul deſtroying dznger, 1 
ſhall be well farishcd,and blefs God tor the un- 
dertaking. I cannot pretend toany great At- 
chievements ; God is my Wirnefs, 1 value not 
the Applanſe nor contempt of this low forry 
World ; my main defign 1s the Salvation of 
yourSon!<.2nd that whilft 1 write to yor,lmay 
B 2 nor 


4 Every Mans grand Intereſt and Enquiry 
not be a(.aſtaway.l had the Subjxct and whole 
Treatiſe in my mind long beforc, and only 
choſe this Textto ſuir the matter to it. God's 
Word cart ics with it its own Authority and 

Majcity, 
Theſe words are an Arguimcat to enforce 
that Counſel which the Apoltle gave in 1. 2. v. 
to ſtronger Chriſtizns, that they ſhould not 
Inſult over their weaker lapſed brethren, nor 
z«wgri. ſupefcilioully rejeCt them, but pity them, and 
(wn op. put them broken in joint again. It 5 not q juite 
7@ cut off, only disjointcd, conlider his Pain and 
; Diſorder, be tender, be pitifull , handle him 
gently , not roi ghly and rudely. You are 
Brethren, he is overtaken in a Fault, by a ſud- 
den and violent temptation ; he 1s not one 
that makcs a trade of Gin, that wallows 1n it. 
* Many Argaments are made uſc of, you are 
Brethren, Members of the fame Eody, Chil- 
dren of the fame Father, and of the ſame 
Houſhold ; (ayain ) you are Spiritual, this bc- 
long not only to Paſtors & Governours , who 
ſhould above all be Sf iritval Men ; but to all 
good Chriſtians, you have the Spirit of Chriſt, 
Cot. 3+ 12+ that is a Spirit of meckneſs aud tendernels ; | 
you have Spb itnal Gifts and Graces ;z, you as 
am,14-1: the _ ot God, have put on Bowels of Mer- 
ny "”* d Kindnels ; you arc __ and ſtrong, 


\ P I & . | 
E - The Apoſtl IN THGUT 1 Cor. 2. . takes [Sprritue- 
cordium al | for 11 nh Is JTC ITLONg | briſtians, and 10 if 
radix, are able and ſhould forbcar and bear with the ” 
, 1; in firn tes of the Weak. 
ride Fi; «f 
cigh atis Lclides conlider your felves | oxerd eaaurer 
Ang. viewing 
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'* whether he ſball be Sav'd or Loft. 
viewing thy felf, you are in the Body, ſubject 
to Sin,to Temptations and falling, You ſhould 
therefore bear the Burdens, v. 2. Suppoſe it 
meant of the load of fin, not indulge or in- 
courage them in ſin, but apply healing Balm to Pf. 48. 
their Wounds: Chrilt your Saviour came toG,? —4 
take off this Burden, when they grown, and braided 
ſwear, and ligh, and fink,and find it too hea- with fins 
vy, adminiſter promiſes, God revives - the # Youth, 
contrite, leaſt the Spirit ſhould fail, 53 1/a. 33" vu 
15: 26. You ſhould conceal and hide, and CO- »-; mii 
ver with the Garment of Rightcouſneſs what videnr 
they lay open ; and not upbraid and expoſe 97211 
them, as wicked Men do. De. 

Let it be meant of the bond of Tryals and 
Afflictions 3 and fo ſhame, trouble, anguiſh, 
horror and confulion, and it may be forme hea- 
vy ſtroke from God, may fokgw and atrend 
their Fall, thoſe call for fuccour and ſupport. 
Pity me, O my Friends, you ſhoald weep zom. 12 
with them that weep, as you mult weep for 0- 15. 
thers that cannot, that will not weep for 
themſelves ; this tenderneſs and pity to 0- 
thers is backt with a powerful Argument, you 
fo fulfill the Law of Chriſt, the Law of a 
meek, loving and kind Saviour, and eſpecial- 
ly that bleſſed command of loving one ano- 
ther ; and upon this brings in this in my Text, 
{ For if a Man,$c. ] q. 4. He that comparin 
himſelf with others, finds himſelf preſerv' 
from Evils in which others have been entan- 

d,-and thereupon becomes Arrogant and 
forious, and upon ſuch grounds conceits 

©» 3 hum- 
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himſeltto be in a Tate of Grace and Safety, 
he decerveth himſelf. 


In the Words we have, 

i. A common and dangerous miſtake intima- 
red, For if a Man, &c. 

2. The proper means to rettify that miſt ake : 
Burt let every Man, Oc. 

2. A«onble Motive to quicken to this neceſſary 
Duty. 


1. If xpon Tryal he finds all Will within, then 
ſhall be have rejoyeing,, &c. 

2. Good or not, every Man ſhall bear his own 
burden. 


1. In the miſt ake. The Subjctt's 5, yer ty In. 
definitely, be he what he will, eſpecially with 
reſpett to his Spiritual State. 

(1.) If he beregenerate, then if by reaſon 
of his preſent ſtanding, he thinks the degree 
or meaſure of his Grace, to be Superiour to 
what it is indeed, or that ſuch 15 his ſafety, 
that he may bs ſecure and confident he is un- 
der a dangerous miſtake. 

(2.) It he be unregenerate ; then, if becauſe 
of his Education, common Gifts, external Pro- 
icſſion, cuſtomary Performance of Duties, or 
on any other account, he thinks himſelf in a 
State of Grace, a Child of God and an Heir 
of Glory, he miſerably deceives himſelf, and 
1< really nothing what he rbinks himſelf ro 


2. The 


a  wR=_z= 


whether he ſhall be'Sxp'd bh L28." 
2. The falſe Jadenar, "that" atiſcths upon 
ſoch grofs maſtakes | wake we Tire] —_ 
be ſomething | ar ſome boatyÞ - 

o__ may have reſpect to, - | 
. The Opinion of others. $0 & Mac's 


Jars oe Olacthing, 2$ Gal, 2.6, they" 


med to be ſomewhat. "Ftus many appear &) 
others Humble that are Froud , -7ea lone ahd 
lively in _ that” drv- -iowardly Toke 
warm, ay; « 
Thus a Perſon truly g pu he eſteemed 
in ſome particular reſpeQ3thove wliet is meer. 
The Apoſtle was jealous and afraid, len fort 
ſhouldehihk him better, than rcaily he was: 
2 Cor,1 246. This hath croubl'd ſorne Hot 
Chriſtians, that they have been commended 
and adourd above what they Knew they teas 
ly were, | 
, But the other. is more dab Serome - de» . 
firuttive, which is wit bþ (att erofthy proſe 
cute : When a Man feetns to betruly gogl px 
others, arid he 1s not fo at'all, but 
Neart ; appeat 2s Angeis of-[:; 'ht, but 7 BB = 
are Devits Incarnate , as Chriſt wes — 4 
was, thavgh none of the ou tles expreſs Hitt 
Jealouſie of him, but each faid, Maſter, * 
[! Not is it Juclas. A man may feem*te 
Religious, and deceive his own Heart,'and 
Religion vain, _—\ 4 meer empty 
How many thouſands ſuch ware there underian.” 
Goſpel Light, that are really nothing, agFyct, | 
appear to others ſomethirg ? 1 he Lord help” 
us againſt this dangerous deluſion, or we are 
—_ : B 4 2. Or 
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2-) Or the Oninipn a Man hath of him- 
ſelt, he may think biunſelt ing]. One 
would think it impaſlible that Men d o 
roſsly deceive ſelves. Yer we read of 
| that are wretched, and rlferable; and 
poor, and blind, and naked, and yer not know 
Rev. 3-17+ tt; nay, ſay they ate rich and increaſed with 
and have need of nothing. How ma- 
ny in all Ages and: Countries, in all 'l owns 
and Villages, I had almaſt faid in every Fami- 

ly, are thus deluded. 1c! 

3. The true State of the Caſe | jd44s Z-] be 
is nothing. Whatever others think of him |} 
tly , and he fooliſhly and' wilfully 

of hionſelf, he is not one grain the bet- 
ter, he is really jult nothing, and fo will ap- 
pear at the great ]ryal, whenhis rotten emp- 
wy inſide ſhall be laid open z no true Grace.nor 
love to God,no ſorrow for, nor hatred of Sin, 
as vile, or bad, or wprſethan thr' vileſt. 

4 We have the dreadful ſue and Tad effeft 
of ſuch Gros miſtakes, he deceiveth himſelf, 
he wrongs, he ruines and deſtroys himſelf! 
and continuing in this miſtake and deceir, 
murders himſelf, and is undone to all Eter- 


Ob/er. He that thinks himſelf to be ſome 
what, when he is nothing, deceiveth himſelf. 
Here are three Enquiries. 
1, What is it for a Man to think himſelf to 
be ſomething ? 
2-What it is to be nothing ? 
3. What 
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whether he ſhall be Saw'd or Loft. 

3. What it is for a Man to deceive himſelf? 
r. What it is for a Man to think himſelf to 

be ſomething ? 
Anſ. 1. in general. It is for a Man to have 
=_ and high thooghts of himſelf : As it 15 
aid of Theudaz, Att: 5. 36, boaſting, \ aby«r 
Tra TWe dab7is,| ſaying , ſpeaking out him- 
ſelf ro' be ſome "extraordinary conſiderable 
Perſon: And Spron Magnus, Att; 8, g. tary 
13 Fart himſelf fone great Perſon : 
et Plat tells hitn after his pretended Conver- 
ſion, md Bapriſme v. 21. 22. what really he 
was, thar his Heart was not right ia the gut 
of God, and had ncirher Part nor Lot in that 
matter; nay, v. 23- tells him he was fo far 
fram'it,” that he was in the gall of bitterncy 
and bond of iniquity : This denotes not on- 
Iy this to be in him, as his Original Sin, but 
ome high degree of ſig; and yet, Eccleliaſti- 
cal Writers tell us, that he was ſo eminent and 
admir'd amongſt the People , that he was 
even ador'd a5 a God, and a Statue was fet 
up for him in Rome, with this Infcription on 
it,* To Simarſ%;he Holy God. Some write that 
he did Jabour to poſſeſs them that he was the 
Meſſias ; the People ery him up ſtrangely v.10. 
To tym they all gave heed, from the leaſt to the 
ereareſt, jayany, This max is, not hath, Gt 5s 


| wry: Power of God. How far may men go, 
an 


dazle the Eyes of the World , and for a 
long time, v. 11. and yet be in a dangerous, 
deſperate, damnable condition ? Had we the 
extraordinary ſearching fpirit of the he 

| mygny 
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might we not ſay ſo to many, may itnot be ' 
ſaid to many of us. Thos bet no part nor lot in 
this matrer, 

2 More particularly, according to the in- 
tendment of the Text, it may reſpect one of 
theſe two things. 

1, Degrees of Grace, Eminency and | 
Growth: 'A man may think himſelf Bam 
and richer in Grace, than really he is, . and 
conſequently his Confidence may riſe above 
his Strength ; thus a Man thinking himſelf 
ſtronger, he may take too heavy a burden on 
him, or taller, may venture into deep Wa- 
ter, to his prejudice and hart. 

A Mans miſtake in judging of the degrees 
and meaſure of his Grace, may betray hum un 
three Inſtances. | 

1, It may embolden him to adventure vpon 
ſuch undertakings and employments ,, as are 

Rem. 2.18, above his Abilities. Thus many Rep out; of 
commar's Their Caltings and Places, as fancying them- 
with x; ſelves born for highcr and greater things. 
Tim. 1.7. How many do in all Ages conhdently 
thruſt themſelves into the .miniftry + for 
a livelihood, and bold, and high, and 
conceited ; when the Apoſtle Gays, Who 
ſuffiricnt for thoſe things! How many could 
anſwer confidently they are, at leaſt in their 
own thovghts, though in the eſteem of few - 
others: David was of another temper, P/al. 
r31. 1. Mine beat is nw baughty , nor me | 

eyes lofry, ntither do Texereiſe my ſelf in great 
marters, wor it things (00 big for me, But Kore | 
acre 
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there is a great deal in that ſhort Pſalm, 
that many may be a long -time lcarning by 
Heart, though caſic by Hcad. 

2. In adventuring-upon Temptations and 
occaſions of fin. Pezer's Confidence carried ,, . 
him to the High Prieſts Hall, and thete bede- 4,7, 25” 
nicd Chriſt, In ſuch Caſes a Man ſhould con- © 
ſider bis own Strength, and eſpecially God's 
Call and Condutt. When good men fall into 
Sin, it's uſually cither from remiſlneſs, when 
#Spirit of Slumber feaſeth on them, or from 
carnal confidence , preſuming beyond their 
attainments. We pray /cad ws r0t into tempta- 
rion, and yet lead our ſelves into them. 

(3-) In bearing the Croſs. Here alſoone 
may conceit his Strength more than he finds it 
in a Tryal. Peer thought bimſelt ſtronger Fobe 13. 
than he was ; though all forſake, yet wot 1, 13%» 37+ 
will dye with, and for thee ;, and fo threw him- 
ſelf into the Seas, had not his Saviour been 
there and help'd, he had Periſh'd. $6 ſhould 
we in many a Storm and Tryal, for all our 
Strength and Grace receiy'd and attain'd, if 
not ſupported immediately by Divine Power. p;cy. 24. 
How many find, by their fainting in-a- day of 1, 
Adverfity, that their Strength is ſaall, which 
they thought before great, Many bold and 
boaſting in Peace and Calm, that tremble in 
a Battle, or Storm, 

2. But eſpecially ſhall handle it here, as 
miſtaking about the truth of Grace, about 
Mens Spiritual State and Condition, A Man 
may thank that be is tats d from Death to Life, 

when 


— 


12 


Fob. $.4r1. 
tO 44- 


Rev. 3, 1. 


v.16. 17 


Mn.y.22. 
Ch.25. 11 


1Ca.s. 4. 


Pſ.11s. <, 
fo xg. 


For. 2. 8. 


£15.2.18. 


Every Mans grand Intereſt and Emguiry 
when he is quite dead in Sins and Treſpaſles. 


The Jews thought themſelves the Children of \ 


God , when Chriſt told them, they were of 
their Father the Devil, though they were the 
Seed of Abrabem, The Chureh of Sardir had 
a name that they lived, but they were” really 
dead : And the Chnrch of Leodices were fuch 
as God would ſpue ont of his Mouth, fach as 
God's Soul abhorr'd as wretched and abomi- 
nable. You -may think your ſelves ſare'of 
Heaven. and yet be excluded ; and yer how 
hard is it to convince ſuch perſons, whullt 
they are alive, ill it be too lare ? 

21y. What 15 it to be nothing ? 

Anl. 1. More generally. 

(1.) That is ſaid ro be nothing, that is not 
what it is ſmppoſed to be. An Idol-is nothing. 
The Gold and other marerials are fomething. 
In genere entis. But an Idol is nothing. 5. 6, 
It 1s not God as Idolaters ſuppoſe. They have 
Eyes, but ſee not, Ears but bear not ;, as blind 
and dead are they that make them, and thoſe 
that rruſt in them. Hence Idols are ſtiled va- 
nitics and ljes, C Nilulitarer gyro Lev. 
26, r.- So that if we appear to be what we 
really are not; we are and may he ſaid to be 
juſt nothing. Our teigned- Prayers, Hypocri- 
tical Faſts, Vain-glorious Almes, all our fee- 
ming, pretended good works are juſt nothing, 
and God will caſt them back, as Dung in our 
Faces, and ſuch a Wretch may be ſaid to have 
done God no Serviee all his Lite. God will 
fay, 1 never kzew you, that is, ſuch as you ow: 
tended to bt 2, 1hat 
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( 2.) That is ſaid to be nothing, which hath 1 _— 
not that weight and worth in it, which it's © n 
thought it had. Thus the Apoltle ſaith Cir- (vin 
cumciton is nothing, whereas ſome thought it ; Cor. 5, 
abſolutely necellary to Salvation; as, no 19. 
doubt, many now a dayes preſume on their Als 15.1, 
Baptiſme, and their being called Chriſtians : 

Alas ! all this is nothing, unleſs we have the 
Hearts and Lives and Tongues of Chriltians. 

Not but that Gods Ordinances are of great 
worth in themſelves, and a real bleſſing to 
them that rightly receive them ; but to others 
that are wicked,and continue in their fins, its 

jult nothing. As it gay be, better they bad gym o% & 
been born amongſt Heathens, Turks and Inf 5, 6. 
dels. What is the Bible, Sermons, Prayers, 
Sacraments to thoſe that believe not, nor 0- 
bey the Word , nor get good by it? all jult 
nothing, or worſe than nothing, 

2. More particularly, as to thoſe inſtances 
_— mention. 

. As to degrees of Grace. A man may 
think he hath attain'd more ſtrength of Grace 
than he hath, ſo that he being fimply conli- 
der'd he is — — . yet comparatively to 
what he imagines himſelt , he is nothing. 
Thus all Nations compar d w vith God, are ſaid I. 40.17. 
to be nothing, becauſe they are as a drop of 
the Bucket to the Ocean, or a finall dult ro 
the whole World. Many flouriſhing gaudy 
Proteſſours may be juſt nothing, to wa they 
ſcem to the World, and to themſelves. 

2. But he that thinks be hath true —_ 

an 
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and hath it not, is juſt nothing. He hath not 
ſo much as the root of rhe matter in him, he 
15 not the bruiſed Reed, nor ſmoaking Flax ; 
nor hath the leaſt dram of Grace. He hath not 
one {in pardon'd,nor one Duty or Service good 
and accepted. Poor \Wretch,not the leaſt Life 
or Breathing,bur wholly dead ; not an Eye 0- 
pen to ſee the uglineſs of Sin, or the beauty of 
Holineſs, not a Faith as a grain of Muſtard- 
ſeed. Though 7/a. g8. 2, 3. they did delight 
ſeemingly to approach to God, and did faft 
and aftli&t their Souls fo, that they challenge 
God's obſervance and owning ; God in the 
$. v, tell; rhem to their Faces, that it was not 
his Faſt, ſach a. he did chooſe and account 


Wel.7. 14-acceptable : And Gad elſe-where tells them, 


they had not cry'd to him with their Heart, 
when they howl'd and made a great noiſe, 
ſom: r:turning their ſeem'd to be, bur not to 
the moſt High. How many ſeeming great 
and commendable {crvices were caſt to rhe 


We. 1. 1t, D:1oghill ? Multitade of Sacrifices, Burnt- 


Vc. 


offerings of Rams, Fart of fed Beaſts, Blood 
of Bullocks, Lambs, and of Hee Goats, ap- 
pearing before Go, rreading his Covrrs,Ob- 
lations, Incenſe, new Moons, Sahbaths, cal- 
hrg of Aflembliecs, Solemn Meetings, New 
loons appointed kealts, ſpreading forth 
the Hands, making many Prayers; here is 
ryothing menrtion'd Lot what God commaneecd 
and approv'd of ; here is not mention'd the 
| orn, the Lame, the Elknd, the: Female; 
vet the Fat, thc belt 3 and yet becauſe the per- 
10NS 
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. ſons were not 7 | 9 and ſincere and p_ 
that did all this ; how many expreſſions have 


you to ſhew God's abhorrence and indignati- 
09, 2s if it were againſt Swearing, and Drun- 
kenneſs, To what purpoſe is #4, that is, to none 
at all, you looſe your pains and time. F an 
full of them, that is, foto loath them and caſt 
them out. / delight nor in them, there is a Met- 
olis. 1 abborre them, who hath required this 

might they not have anſwer'd, Lord, thox haſt 
commanded 3t, Ay, but not from ſich Perſons, 


God lays clſe-where, What haſt thou to do to Pſ.50. 16. 


takg my name wite thy Afbuth, T hey are «fl vain, 
not only empty and unprofitable, but they are an 
abommnation 10 me, 1 cannot away with them, it 
1 Imiguaty,. you think it Rigbteonſme/s and Good- 
neſs, why it's abominable wickedneſs, My Soul 
bath them, that expreſſeth the greateſt in- 
dignation and abhorrence ; nay , they are 4 
trouble unto me, you think you eaſe me, I am 


weary to bear them. Tou hope I will behold and- 


fee, hear and pity, no, I will hide mine Eyer, and 
ſtop mine Ears, 1 will not hear what can be [aid 
more 10 comvinee 4 feopte of their folly and mis 
ſt ake in deceiving themſelves this way. Should 
one ſay ta ſome, your ſwearing and curling, 
and drunkenneſs; and uncleannefs is an abo- 
mination to God.; or your Idlenefs and Pride 
and Covetouſneſs God's Soul abborrs, they 
may believe us; but ſhould we fay, your 
Preaching, your hearing many Sermons, your 
Prayers, your Sacraments, are an abommatiofs, 


to the Lord, he 4s weary to hear them, "Is" 


tudcs 
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hides his Eyes, he will not hcar you, how -an<+ 


gry would many be? What more horrid 
than Murder ? more contemptible - than A 
Pogs Neck ? eſpecially if offerd to God; 
what more abominrable than Idolatry ? nay, 
than bleſſing an Idol ? what more provoking; 
than offering Swines Blood to God ? which 
was an abomination to the Jews themſelves. 

And yet the Prophet from God tells them 

lainly, that their Sacrifices of Oxen and 
bs , their Incenſe and all thoſe Services 
that God himfelf commanded, were as per- 
form'd by them, as ahominable as thoſe fins, 
becauſe they were wicked. Solomon tells ns, 
that the Sacrifices of the wicked , their Pray- 
ers are an abomination to God. Now, he that 
thinks he hath Grace, and offers to God what 
is acceFtable, having the form of Godlineſs, 
expedts the ſaving Priviledges of the Saints, 
will find at laſt that he is not what he ima- 
gin'd himſelf to be,” it profiteth him nothing, 
only a ſounding Eraſs and tinkling Cymbal, 
make a noiſe and no more. 

3ly. What is it tor a man to deceive him» 
ſelf? 

Arſ. A Man deceiveth and impoſcth upon 
himſelf, when he belicvcs and judgeth of him- 
{elf otherwiſe. ther, the true ſtate of his Caſe 
is indeed. 

This may be more diſtinly ſet forth. 

( 1.) A Man that deceives himſelf, doth, as 
it were, ſuſtain a double Perſon, both the 
Perſon of a Deceiver, ard the Perſon Decei- 


ved, 
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yed.Every Man 1s faid to be drawn aſide, and 


enticed by his own Luſt, ({0n-uwGC-, x Ae- Fon 1.14. 


AunZdutev@& as 2 Filh is cavght with a bait. 
There are as it were two partics in ſinful 
Man, there 1s a ſenſval, corrupred, filthy,de- 
ceitful part, that rakes part with the Devil, 
with Laits, the World and all Senſualities, 
and ell this 1s to fatishie and gratihe the Body, 
and the fenſv2l corrupred Soul ; Then there 1s 
a part that 15 capable of enjoying much good, 
real, ſpiritoal, everlaſting Good and Happi- 
neſs : Now that other ſenſtal part ſtrives to 
deprive this of its Happineſs, therefore when 
the Sinner 1s Chang'd and Converted, this 
better part gets Lite, ſtruggles for ir, and 
ſtrives againſt the other. By this I underſtand 
the Fleſh and the Spirit, and that conteſt and 
warfare, contending againit cach other; this 
the Apoſtle excellently deſcribes, Rom. 7. 
11. Ge, and fo takes part with the Spiritual 
part, and fays, /t's no more 1, but ſi ; he calls 
the Body the one part, and this / my /elf ver. 
ale. There 15 a neceflity, this ſhold be clear- 
ly and rightly underſtood ; for the fame can- 
not be ſaid to be properly for and againſt it 
felf, therefore they ſuſtain two Parties. A 
fall; Self, a pretended Self, that is the finful 
ſenſual part, and a real rrue Self, and that 15 
the true being to be fav'd or loſt, that 15 ca- 
pable of anſpeakable and everlaſting -Happi- 


neſs. The carnal mind, is in the Original gp. 8. 7. 


$"onwe 77s cen the Wildom of the Fleſh,that 
ts cunning,and politick todeceive. 
C 2, He 
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2, He carrics the matter as Cheats and Se- 
ducers uſe to do , what they do to. begwile 
others, the like he doth to deceive hunfelf, 
the ſame not us'd here, as the Apoſtle uſeth 
for Deccivers, ecrerdres, Tit. 1. 10, Sedus 
cers arc deſervedly branded, and molt cry out 
againſt Cheats and Deceivers , Ict it be in 
Goods, or Words, or Religion ; all ſeem to 
abhorr Diſſemblers and Lyars, and falſe 
Dealers ; but how many ſpeak againſt them, 
who are the moſt dangerous Seducers to them- 
ſelves ? they deceive and are deceived, 2 Tim. 
2. 13. 

(1.) A Dececiver will bring ſome ſhew or 
colour of reaſon for what he faith , which is 
indeed but mcer Sophiltry. So a Man puts 
Fallacics upon himſelf, Jam. 1. 22. wegaroyts 
Thur ievris they fallly ſyllogize : Hearers of 
the Word ſhall be fav'd, 1 hear the word con- 
ſtantly, thercfore I ſhall be ſay'd : No, ſays 
the Apoſtle, you impoſe on your ſelves , unle(s 
you are doers of the word alſo,you cannot be ſav d. 
Deceivers commend what they offer you as 
good, when 1t s naught ; you judge or hope all 
1s wcll, when it s not (o. 

2. Deccivers make large but falſe promi- 
ſes. As Ab/alom, fo do Men what they would 
do in ſuch places, in ſuch a condition. If the 
poor Man were rich,how bountiful, and cha- 
ritable he would bc ; it the Labourer had <©- 
nough to live without ſweating and moyling 
forthe Earth, how he would read and pray. 
How many promife,it live to ſuch years, what 

Pcrions 
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Perſons they will be, and thus deccive them- 
ſelves from time to time, and never cometo a 
ſet time. Have you not the old wicked Hearrs, 
Tongues, Layes you had twenty years ago. 
The Devil hath you faſt enough, as long''as 
you are ſatished with bare Promiſes and Re» 
{ſolutions for the future. It you will be wicked 
and Idle, and vain to day, and this week, yon 
may reſolve to be good next year, or ten 
years hence ? Have you not perceiv'd this de- 
CEit 1n yourſelves a long time, and ſeen, and 
heard it in'others, that' cry out on their deaths 
Reds, they have lolt al/thear time, andareun- 
done? I doubt not but there are many in 
Hell, that dittr#ſolve on Earth to repent-and 
turn before they dye, and: go to Heaven; of 
elſe theſe Sihners promiſe themſelves Peace, 
Security and Happineſs, though they ga on 
in their fins, _= live- and' Uyc as they - are. 
Whatever God fays ow the word, ©. aun, 
they curſe, he. bleſſeth- himſeli, and ſays, / 
ſhall bave peace, though 1. add drimgenneſs 10 


rg 


rherſt ; nay, they fhall cry peace aud ſafety 10 1 Theſ.« 


themſelves upon the very brint of deſtrutiion. 
3. Dertiyers uſc flattering Speeches; by 


good Words, and tair Speeches deceive: How #om. 15. 


{mooth, fot, kind, and tender are the moſt 
to themſelves; nay , admire, applaud, and 
commend themfſclves, rake all occations in 
Company 40 ſpeak ſomewhat of their own 
good works. Ir's burthenſome to be in the 
company of ſone that you ſhall hear little but 
what is againſt others, and for themſelves, 

C 2 * win 
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when others loath them for it , however they 
Iſ4.39-10, ſe and deccive themſelves, as they wonld 
Ll, ve them, do to-you , not ſee what 1s right 
in them and amiſs, but Prophecy . ſmooth 
things ; ſo they deal with themſelves, and go 
out of the right good way. 

Moſt Men are very angry if a Cheat be 
put, upon them by others , though it be in 
imall trifling things, about Meat, Money, 
Cloathing, or Cattle ; but how many allow 
of Selt-deceiving, though it be cheating them 
of the greateſt, the moſt neceſſary things, 
cheat themſclves of God, and Chriſt, and 
Heaven, and their own Souls. 

But how is it poſlible for Men to be ſo mad, 
ſo raſh and fooliſh, and beſorrted, as to deceive 
themſelves ; ordinarily it comes to paſs, and 
is effected, 

1, From Self-Deceiving Principles. 2. Me- 
dinms. 3. Concluſions. 

1. From Self-Deceiving Principles. I mean 
principia incomplexa, The whole entire frame 
of corrupt Nature, as it ſtands in oppoſition 
to the Primitive Integrity and Righteouſneſs, 
in which Man was at firſt created, God made 
Men upright, Eccleſ. 7. 29. Twp refine & rortu- 
o/«z, plain and limple without twiltings, and 
windings, and evaſions, which the Serpent, 
and Sin brought intothe World, and it's faſt- 
ned in corrupted Nature z hence the old Man 

Fpt.4-22 js corrupted, according, to deceitful Lulſts, 
and therefore the Man muſt be made new, be- 
fore this will be got out. Every ſinful unre- 

; generate 
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generate Man deceives himſelf. Deceit is Art. 7, 
reckon'd amongſt the haful productions of the **. 
Heart, unregenerate Men bold falt deceit, Jer. 
$. 5. you may as ſoon get off their Skins, get 
out their Hearts, nay ſooner than get out this 
Deceit ; it's not only rooted and grounded 
there, bur it's almoſt the very Nature and Con- 
ſtitution of a Sinner. He does nothing elſe 
from morning to night, from the beginning 
of his Life to the end,bur cheat,ruine himſelf ; 
he puts a cheat upon himſelf in all he thinks, 
_ and does, in all he enjoys, or hopes 
or, or tears. The Heart is deceitful above 
all things, na ſych cheat in all the World, #r. 17.9, 
no ſuch general univerſal cheat as to Subjetts 1% 
and Objects ; all Perſons wiſe and rich, r 
and fooliſh, young and old, high and ba 
cheated by thus, and in alt matters, buſineſs, 
and concerns. No Cheater ſo cunning, cloſe 
and inward, fo fair and ſmooth, and jo grofs 
and open as this Deceiver ; Men fhall- be 
cheated with their Eyes wide open, Rom. 1. loft. 

knowing the Judgement of God, yet go on, 

None cheated fo willingly and ealily , others 

quarrel and are angry , but theſe well pleas'd 

and like it ; none cheated of ſuch great and 

ood things, and have ſach truſt, ſach trilles, 
uch poyſon, ſuch wrath inſtcad of it. 
This corrupt wicked heart and nature dif- 
covers it ſelf upon every turn. 
t, [ntranſattions with God. What hor- 

rible colluſion do many uſe, to deceive andGu. 6. x 
mock him, if it were poſſible. Men wall at- 
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tempt'it, though they know God's all-ſeeing 
Eye is upon them , and nothing can be hid 
from his light ; yet how little do the moſt re- 
gard or ſtand in awe of God; care not how 
they pray or hear, ſo as Men do not know 
their hearts and thoughts ; never go into 
their Cloſcrs, becauſe none but God 15 there 
Meat.6. 1. at leaſt trifle there. This dreadful 
abhorr'd Hypocriſy that God 1s angry with, 
how common in every Heart. Herod preten- 
ded his deſire and intention was to. worſhip 
Chriſt, which he us'd only as an Artifice, that 
he might find him out, and murder him. What 
ſolemn profeſſions did they make, fer. 42. 
5, 6. appeal to God that he ſhould be witneſs, 
that they would do all God commanded, whe- 
ther hard or cafie, when they moſt vilely dif- 
ſembled, vey. 20. 21. and did not obey; and 
at laſt fay plainly, Chap. 44. 16, 17. that they 
would not hearken to God and the Prophet, 
but do what they pleaſe themſelves. God 
ſpeaks of ſome that-did flatter him with their 
Lips, P/al. 78. 34, 35, 36, 37. and that E- 
phraim did incompatls him about with lies and 
deceit ;- as many Lyecs as Prayers. Now all 
this while theſe poor Wretches deceive them- 
ſelves, and not God ; he ſays, be nor decerved, 
God 15 not mocked. Bruitiſh Sinners and Fools, 
{. 510 He that planted the Ear, ſhall be not hear, he that 

formed the eye, ſhall be not ſee! Yes, yes, the 
Lord knoweth the thoughts of man, that they are 
wetity. Read but P/al. 139. and conſider whe- 
ther any place, Perſon, or any thing in them 

can 
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ean be hid from God : And yet Sinners 
are ſtill playing their fooliſh tricks, and 
think to impoſe upon God. 

2. In their dealings with other men, 
they are falſe and deccitful, P/al. 12,1, 2. 
Men with their Neighbours fpcak with flat- 
tering Lips, and a double Heart. Few, very 
few are real and plain Heartcd to one another. 
Moſt put the cheat upon others, ſpeak fairer ,,, i fix 
and ſmoother than they mean. You can ſcarce war {aid 
know Mens Minds by their words, their loquere ut 
Tongues are o far from their Heart. There t© viceam 
are few faithful Friends to. one another ; © _— 
but ſome make it their whole buſincs to 9a 
cheat, diſſemble and lye. Very little honeſt 
dealing intrudes, Men have all a deſign 
upon one another. 

All Mens deſign and endeavour is to 
get what they can from others, and boaſt 
when they have got a great Bargain, that 
is, have given lefs than the Commodity is 
worth ; falſe Meaſures, falſe Eallances, de- 
ccits ; many great. lics to make up the 
Weight and Worth that is wanting. Now 
all this while, theſe - know not, yet they 
cheat themſclves moſt. 

3. In baffling your own Souls. In all 
that is ſaid before, in attempting to im- 
poſe upon God, and cheating others , they 
do but wound and wrong themſelves. He 
that funs agamſt God doth but wrong bus own Pro. $.1aft 
Soul, They ſhoot up their Terrours againſt 
Heayen, but they fall down on their own 

C 4 heads, 


24 


Kon, 3. 7. 


Every Mans grand Intereſt and Enquiry 


hcads, and faſten their envenom'd Poyſon'd 
tops into their own Hearts. But theſe do 
induſtriouſly, immediately, and directly et 
themſelves againſt themſelves ; flatter and 
cry peace to their Souls in a way of fin, 
when God, nor the Word , when their 
Lives nor their Conſciences ſpeak not Peace : 
Yet will theſe ſay, Soul take thine caſe, 
Eat, Drink and be Merry, all 1s well. 
Thoſe Souls, it they ſhould be heard cry 
for Bread, Bread of Life, theſe give them 
neither Bread, nor what will ſatishe ; nay, 
give them Stones, and Poyſon,and Scorpions, 
Say , why doſt thou complain, thou art 
Rich and needeſt nothing, when the Soul, 
ſays, this I need the more; I necd Pardon, 
Prayer, Repentance, Faith; Chriſt nor Soul 
I am not a: Iraſure to hearken to thy Call 
and Cravings ; I have a Body that craves, 
and gripes and pinches, it I labour nor, 
and get Bread, and this work and way I 
like; but I like not the way nor the work, 
wherein I muſt get Nouriſhment for thee. 
} will Hear and Read, and Pray fome- 
times, if ſome ſhells and ſhadows will 
ſfatidhe my longings ; but I can't ſet to 
ſuch ſcrious, folemn, Heart-ſearching Work ; 
the Carnal Mind cannot pleaſe God, nor 
God his ways pleaſe it. Be quiet, and 
ſtill, 1 ſhall have Peace though 1 walk in 
this courſe of Sin, 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, by ſelf-deceving'Mediurns cheat 
themſelves. We know that the figure or 
colour of the Objett may be mi(-repre- 
ſented throngh the unfitneſs of the Me- 
dium. A flirait Stick put into the Water 
ſeems crooked, becauſe of the inequality 
of the Medium, If we look through a 
Red or Green Glaſs, all things ſeem to 
be of the ſame Colour : Artificial Glaſſes 
Repreſent things bigger or leſs, more 
Beauriful or Deformed then they are in 
themſelves. Many are deceived about their 
Spiritual Eſtate, by arming their Souls 
and their Attions, in lying, and delufive 
Glaſſes. EF. Gy. 

1, There is the falſe Glaſs of felf- 
Love, Self is the great Idol whichevery 
unſanifhed perſon doth Worſhip, 2 Tim. 
3- 2, 3- uſually all things are cſteemed 
and judg'd as Love doth direCt or incline. 
This is call'd Se!f-Love, but it's Self- Hatred ; 
Men take the Senſual part for Self, which 
w not the true Self. This finful Self muſt 
be denied, or true Self can't be fſav'd: 
The great Conteſt is which ſhall prevail ; 
moſt Men are for pleaſing and indulging 
this Carnal Self in Honours, Pleaſures, 
Sloth, Wantoneſs and Covctouſnels, Sclf- 
Lore, deceives a Man faur ways. 

1. By hindring his Conviftian, that he 
will not ſee the evil which is really in 
tim, ſo he will not thigk himſelf to be 
nothing. 

2 By. 
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2. By Aſluming and Arrogating to bim- 

ſelf that good, which in truth doth aor 

belong to him, and fo he thioks himſelf, 
though falſely, to be ſomething, 

3. By contriving and pulling in all, to 
ſarisfic and pleaſe rhe ſinfull and fleſhly parr. 

4. And by crafling, denying and hindring 
what will promote the Spiritual and Eternal 
good. 

(1.) Self-Love will not permit a Manto 
believe that he is ſo bad, as indeed he is, 
will appear in Two Inſtances. 

1. With reſpe& to the inward frame of 
his Heart. 

2. His outward Attions, which proceed 
from his corrupt Principle. 


1. With reſpect to the inward Principle 


and Frame of his Heart unrenewed. Its 
impoſſible ( until God rake the Work into 
his hands,) to convince an unregenerate 
Perſon, that his Heart is bad by Nature, 
as the Scripture athrms it to be, That 
i hath no good in it. Kew. 7.18. He 
thinks he hath many good Motions and 
Aﬀedtions , that it's full of exmiry agoainſt 
God and all that is good. Row. 8. 7, He 
. £. finds that he Loves God, and loves much 
Good, though nor all. All that can be 
ſaid to convince them , will but enrage 
them, and they are incens'd againſt ſuch 
ſuggeſtion. When Eliſba told Hazacl of his 
Barbarous and bloody Heart, he ſeems to, 
abhor 
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abhor it. 2 Kings, $. 12, 13. 1s thy Servant 
4 Dog, tell ſuch things to Ravenous Beaſts 
and Monſters ; what ! 4aſo Children, rip wp 


Women, God forbid; I doubt not bur he 


ſpake them really as he thought. All the 
Prophet Anſwers; Thou ſba't be Xing over 
Syria, thow ſhalt bave Poner, Provecation 
and Tienptation, and then ſea what thy 
wiched Heart will do. 1 doubt not, ſhould 
one have told Zads that he would betray 
his Mafter with a Kiſs, ſcil his Lord for 
Thirty Pence, he would {outly have de- 
nied it, Peter did not know how much 
Corruption was in his Nature left, that 
Sinned ſo fouly, and deny'd his Maſter fo 
groſly, with Execrations and Damnings ; 
bur Chriſt knew before-hand. Lirtle did 
David think whither a glance of his Eye 
would lead him to Adulkery, Dillembling, 
Murder, lying in the Sin, ſome think near 
a Twelve-Month, How is it then with 
poor un-converred Sinners that have no 
Light to diſcern this evil? Now hecauſe 
they cant ſce this, they can't Repent, 
nor bewail, nor ftrive againſt ir, and fo 
are decciv'd, and undone. 

2. With reſpect to the outward aftions, 
though notorious and groſs, yet have Men 
flights and ſubterfuges to deceive them- 
ſelves. E. Gr. * 

1. By denying the Fat, though never 
ſo Guilty, known to themſelves, if nat 


to many about them, yet ſtoutly deny ir. 
The 
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The filrhy Harlot caters and wiperth ber 


Month, ſaith, I have dove n» Wichedaeſs. 
Sce Gehbats, | have been no where. How 


Prophets, and deny what is laid to their 
Chage ? God ſays, Ad. r. 7. Ye have 
offer d Polluted Bread: They anſwer 
Wherein have we Polluted thee? God 
ſays, Chap. 2 laſt, Tow heave woaryed nee 
with your Cries: They anſwer, Wherein 
have we Wearied thee? God ſays Chep..8. 
Will a Man Rob God ? Te bave Robbed mus. 
They Anſwer, Wherein have we Robbed 
thee? They put God to prove his Charge 
againſt them. Ag? 13 v. Their words 
have been ſtout agsinſt me ; yer they lay, 
what have we ſpoken fo much againſt 
thee? Alaſs Sinners, our boldneſs and de- 
nying will not clear vs, or bring us off; 
this may do amongſt Men, nor with God. 
You find they think to anſwer God boldly 
ar the Laſt Day Mar. 25. 42 &c When 
ſaw we thee Naked or Sick, and not Cloatbed 
and Viſited thee. 

2. By putting fair colours on the fouleft 
practices,as by calling things by other names, 
as Good Evil, ay, and Evil Good, as callin 
D.unkenneſs good Fellowſhip, Jdleneſs and 
Slotb, and unlawful Games, innocent Recre- 
ation and Refreſhnent ; ſhould we anſwer all 
thoſe as we pals alons, and ask you what {© 
great work have you: done, that you need this 
Diverſion and Refreſhment, calling c_ 
neſs, 
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nefs, and Earthly-mindednefs, honeſt rhrif- 
tineſs, and taking care of the Family, and 
not be worſe than an Infidel ; call Carnal 
Sinful compliance with evil Cuſtoms, Faſhi- 
ons, Company and Times, only Chriſtian 
Prudence and Peaceableneſs. Men have gota 
new Name for every Vice; now is it any 
thiog the better for me, when 1 amdrink- 
ing —_— of deadly Poyſon, and others 
fay, Take , and youreply, it's an inno- 
cent Cardial, or it's but a Cup of harmlets 
Water : Our names of things do not change 
the nature of them; - I coald give you many 
Inſtances. What though Sa pleaded hard 
and carneſtly, 1 Sam. 15. What good words, 
v.13. Bleſſed «rt thow of the Lord, I have per- 
form'd the command ent of the Lord. Ay, Gaid 
Samncl, v.14. What meaneth then the bleating 
of the ſheep, and lowing of the Oxen. Then Saud 
tries another way, v. 15. "Twas the people, 
and they ſpar'd the beſt, and that is to Sacrifice 
ro thy God, Samuel «nd the reſt are deſtroyed, 
and that witerly. Ay, but Sa, all thi: wall 
not do: No, no, thou did/t fly upon the 
Spoil, v. 29. Sad {hill Nood to it, | hat 
he had done all well. v. 20. No, no, 5 4, 
v. 224 23- this will not make amend« tor 
thy Wickedne(s and Diſobxdience, all good 
Words and vSacrifices are rejeftcd: Well, 
Saul Confelleth, and Excvſ:th, and begs 
Pardon. 24, 2- Nay, ſaid Samxel, God bath 
Rejefied thee. v. 256. No, Sad thy Peart is 
not right with God. v. as. My Dea! Frierds, 

pleate 
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pleaſe not your ſelves with fair pretences, 
all good Words and Names will nor cure 
a bad Hcarc and fowl Adttions. 

Thirdly, by Exrenuations, Groſs Sins 
are ſhrunk in'o Venial Slips, Enormities 
muſt paſs for infirmicies. As of Zoear, is 
it not a lirtle one ? and as Jonatben, I have 
raſted a little Honey, and muſt I dye? My 
Sins are not ſo many nor ſo great; 
beſides my Temprations are ſuch 1'can't 
help it; 1 have a bad Nature, apt ro be 
— Hl and froward, of an hot conſti- 
rution an4 muſt Drink; 1 atn weak and 
ſick, and can'e Work; 1 am unlearned, 
and can't Read and Pray ; And thus many 
ways d6 all Sinners excuſe , and leflen 
their Faults ; and inſtead of Sorrow and 
Amendment, they plead for them, or not 
againſt them; they will caſt che blame on 
others, as Adaw on Eve, and Eve on the 
Devil, but for all that they both (ufferd 
deeply : Some caſt it on the Muſes; it's 
true, they may negleCt ro give warning 
and ſpeak plainly, and -your Elood may 
be requird of thei js; ay, but for 
in your Sins, What 
ſhall be ſaid & doſe. to Convince the moſt 
of this horrid groſs felf- undoing deceit ? 
Many fay , my Parents bred me not to 
L carning 3 had they not put you to work and 
Trade, would you therefore ſtand, ard fay, 
I will not Labour, Menti are not fo 
calily chearcd about the martrers of this 
world, 
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World, and the things of this ſhort frail 
Life. 

Secondly, Self-Love will perſwade a 
Man to Arrogate to himſelf thar good, 
which he hath no Title to, or to 'mag- 
nihe every thing beyond its due bounds; 
which hath the beſt appearance of good 
in him: You ſee what Love to Friends, 
Relations, any that are kind and boun- 
tifull ro them, will make them ſpeak for 
them , cry them up beyond their deſerts, 
and beyond all what their Neighbours 
know ; it may be they know much to the 
contrary : Thus the filly fond finful Wretch 
fancies great matters, and admires kim- 
felf for lictle or nothing, E. Gy. 

A Man may think hmfſclf a found 
Chriſtian, a fincere Convert, becauſe he 
hath Read the Nature of rrue Convertion, 
becauſe he knows there muſt be Faick, Re. 
pentance, hatred of Sin, Love to God, Ec. 
but never confiders how either of theſe 
appear to be in him. He miſtakes the 
Picture and Counterfcit of Grace, for that 
which is real; as when a Man. takes up 
falſe notions of Faith, yet he believes a 
God, fo do the Devils, and tremble roo; 
He believes Chriſt came into the World 
to fave Sinners; (ſo do many that never 
beheve in him, that never Love hin; 
cleave to him, depend upan him, ſubmir 
to him as thcir dear Husbend, Head and 
Saviour, as their King and Lords nay 
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Glory, and Boaſt of him: Thus many 
miſtake Repentance, when 'ris very far 
from that. z Cor, 7. 11. Shewing it ſelf by 
thoſe Gracious Effeds working in them, 
that carcfullneſs-to pleaſe God , that clea- 
ring themſelves of all Guilt, that Indigna- 
tion again Sin and themſelves for it, 
that fear of Sin, and of God, that vehe- 
ment deſire to pleaſe God, that Zeal for 
his Glory and againſt Evil, rhat Revenge 
againſt rchemſclves; And thus approving 
themſelves in all things true Penitents and 
fincere Converts: What ſmall matters 
content the moſt, he may think rhe ex- 
ternal bodily Exerciſe m Religion to be 
enough ; and becauſe he inde&Heart-work 
difficulr, wholly reſt in the bare performance 
of Duties, which profits little or nothing ar 
all, without the power of Godlineſs, that 
bears down Sin, breaks thorow difficultics, 
and reaches up to Heaven, How many 
Glory and boaſt as the proud Phariſee of 
Faſts. and Alms and good Works ? and yet 
all rejefted. Many think, becauſe they 
are Sober and Innocent, and hurt no body, 
though they hurt chemſelves continually, 
that all is well, Much might be ſaid here 
to convince and undeceive, were it proper 
to this Head. Not only the Tree that 
brings forth bad Fruit, bat the Tree that 
brings forth not good Fruit , muſt be haws 
down, and caſt into the Fire : Notonly the 
Wicked Servant, that waſts his Maſters 
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Talent-4o Ryoting, and Drunkenneſs, and 
Exceſs, but the. Servant that lays up his 
Talent | io Qloth and-unprofi-ableneſs, is a 
wicked and floathful-Servant, and muſt 
as unprofitable, be: caſt- into Hell. tr'#s nor 
enough , not only, not to Swear or Curſe, 
or. ſpeak. filthy or prophancly with my 
Tongue , but do } praile God with my 
Fongue ,..Aand ſpeak i the edifying of 0+ 
thers, 'that the Ear which hears me, may 
bleſs me. '$o may-1 inſtance in all other 
Talents. 

2. Another falſe Glaſs, Men deceive 
themſelves, when they view cher Spiritual 
Stcate through the Glaſs, of other Mens 
Opinians of them. An Hypocrite applauds 
himſelf: in the efteem which he finds with 
others; Thixz the Text exprefieth by re- 
Joycing yn another; Jobn 7. 47, 48, 49 
Have any of the #ilers or Phariſcer believed 
in him ?.Ye arc deecived, ye arc Accurſed, 
Thus Men readily pals Sentence according 
> the, Noiſe and Applauſe of the world, 
Now, this muſt needs be very falſe. at 
leaſt a doubrſul, and uncertain Repreſenta- 
tion, How is ic poſſible for others to 
know their Hearts ; they hear their Words, 
ſee their Actions, and it may be not many 
of chem, at left chem that conceal and hide 
the uncomely parts ; you cover your De- 
formiries, and appear in the beſt Dreſs to 
the World, and they know not your Defires, 
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your Aims, your Ends, your Down-lying, 
your Up-riſing, what you Love or what 
you Ear, Sometimes they applaud you, 
for that-God- may -abhor you. ' How plain 
is that tothe Scribes and Phariſees, Lake 
16. 19. Te are they which juſtifie their 
Jelves: amongſt Min, but God know: their 
Hearts ; for oftemimes, that which # highly 
eſteem'd amongſt Mev, is an Abonutation in 
the fight of God, That we may be thought 
great Devotion, Stritneſs and Severity, 
God may know and abhor for Pride and 
Hipocrilic. 

3: A Third falſe Glaſs. When Men com- 
pare themſelves with others whom they 
judge much worſe. They are apt to 
conclude themſelves troly and ſufficiently 
good, becauſe they are not\ſo bad as 
ſome others: Thus the Phariſee, 7 aw not 
ſach a Sinner; nor as the Publican, This 
ſeems diretly intended in the Text, 
and intimated again, v. 4. Then ſhall he 
have rejoycing in himſelf, not meerly by 
comparing himſelf with others, 'Its a 
weak Argument for a Man to prove him- 
ſelf good, becauſe others are very bad. 
What Help or Relief is it to me, if they 
miſcary, and I too; in Hell they ſhall be 
Hypocrices and unbelievers, as well as 
Drunkards and Theeves, and Murderers 
and Fornicators, The Phariſees raisd the 
repuration of their Santtity, by vilifying 
others. This (wells Meg with Pride, and 

begets 
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begers Cenſoriouſneſs and Bitterneſs, and is 
ſo far from being a fruit of the Spirit, that it's che 
apparently a work of the Fleſh, and is a,, © 
yppprom of Hypocriſie. God never made Ma, 5. , 
other mens lives a rule for us to walk by, or 4- 
try our ſelves by. The Apoſtle, ſo good a 
Man, adviſes them to be followers of him, 
no further than he followed Chriſt. This is 
the great, common, and dangerous ſnare. 
My Neighbours do no more, or not ſo much 
as |, Iſce the beſt of my Friends and Acquain- 
rance have their failings as well as I, and (o 
had the Good Men in Scripture. 1 fear ſuch 
and ſuch are not ri-ht that 1 know, bur 1 
thank God it's not ſo with me. Ir may be 
they ſee and think as bad, in and of you, and 
pleaſe themſelves, 

Falſe Glaſs, when Men compare them- 
ſelves with chemſelves, and find that they 2 Cor. 10, 
have given over the practice of ſome fins, 12. 
which they formerly walked in, and taken 
up the performance of ſome exrernal exer- 
ciſes of Religion, which before they ſlighted 
or negleed, they upon this,conclude, that 
they are ſound Chriſtians ; as when the 
Drunkard refrains his intemperate Cups, 
and prays in his Family , but Partial Refor- 
mation is confiſtent with a ſtate of Ungodli- 
nels, as we ſee in Abb, 1 King. 21. 27. and 
Herod, Mark 6.20. Sin may be left when 
it's not morthed, we may be weary of the 
World, before we are wean'd fromir. Luſt 
may ſhift from one extream to another, Kew, 
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2. 22. thou that abhorreft Idols, deſk theu tom- 
w1t c__ fome turn from one prodi. 
gality; and exceſs to covetouſneſs ; others 
from a penurious ſcraping Eife to extraya- 
gancies and ſpending. Some, their Liſts 
leave them as uncleanne's and rioting, be- 
fore they leave them. And yet how many 
deceive themſelves with a little partial a- 
mendment without any real, chorow, and 

« qa" univerſal change. Do not hate fin as fn, 

nw. and ſo hate every lin ; as he that hates a 

ſequentis, Toad , as a Toad hates every Toad, the 
nearer it comes to him, to his boſom, the 
more ſtart from and cry our againſt it. A 
Swine may be in a clean Paſture, yer the 
nature 1s not changd, but ir gers co the 
Mire, and will wallow in it again. Where 
this real change is, its from a Lion to a 
Lamb, an heart of Stone made an heart of 

1 Cor.6.9, Fleſh: all old things are done away, and all 

” things become new ; [uch were ſome of you, but 
you are waſted, but ye are ſanthified, but ye 
are juſtiſy d in Chriff and by the Spirit; clean- 
ſed from all filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, and 
ſanCtify'd throughout in Body, Souland Spi- 
rit. 

zly. Self-deceiving Concluſions, when 
Men pur fallacies on themſelves. 

1 his may be done two ways, 

1, When the Propoſition they lay down is 
true, but the allumption is falſe, or they 
draw inconſequent Interences from true Pro- 
politions, bur ftill the coacluſian is falſe. 

2. When 
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2. When they build on falſe propoſitions, 
as if they were true. 

1. When the NE 1s true, but the 
Aſſumprion is falſe. e. 

He that believes ſhall bs ſaved, Jobn 3, 
Att: 16.31. and then aſſume, bur | tellere, 
and conclude therefore | ſhall be ſaved 
The promiſe is moſt true , but many err in 
the application as to themſelves, when they 
are really deftiture of that ſaving lively 
working Faith, to which the promiſe is made. 
Now, would Men take pains, to ſearch what 
manner af Faith that is, which is ſowing : 


$7 


A Faith that worketh by Love, a Faith that ,,, ,.. 1, 


makes things abſent really preſent ; ſuch rc- 
ceive Chriſt as King, Prieſt and Propher, as 5 
your Head and Husband, as your Life and 
Salvation, as your All, and receive power to 
become the Sons of God ; that is to Love, 
Honour and Fear God as your Father, and 
are made like un'o him ; and then on the o- 
ther hand would they bring their Faith to 
this Touch- tone and Tryal, they might find 
ic nothing fo, bur Preſumpfion and Delufion. 
So for Prayer, R-ww. 10. 13. Whoſorver ſhall 
8all on the name of the Lord ſhall be ſaved ; bur 
| pray daily, therefore I hall be ſaved : Bur 
then ſearch what Prayer ir is that is well. 
pleaſing to God, and God to the Soul. Ir 
muſt be ſincere and fervent, and of the Kigh- 
teous , Pray and not faint, Pray with the 
whole heazr, not regard iniquity in the hearr. 
fer. 29-12. Te _— call and pray, avd I will 
D 3 bearken ; 
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Prop. 1 


guy and ſhall be ſav'd; for neicher one, 


hbearken ; but miſtake me not, it's not any 
kind of Praying. v. 13 Te (ball ſerch me and 
find me, when you ſhall ſearch for me with all 
your beart. 

2. When Men lay down that for truth in 
the main Propoſition, whichis indeed falſe; 
and then rhe ground-work failing, what ſo- 
ever is built upon it muſt needs fall. When 
Men make thoſe Charaters and Marks of 
Gods Children, which God made not fo, nor 
will own. Thus Men thorow wilful igno- 
rance, floth, and inconfideration , will run 
themſelves into deſtrution , fay God and 
his word never ſo much,nox ſo plainly againſt 
it, Men are not ſo groſs, as to declare, 
they will run to Hell, and nothearken to 
God ; though ſome are (o bold and impudent, 
as todeclare againſt Gods Commands, and 
ſay they will not obey. Yet others are 
more modeſt and cunning, and will pretend 
ſomewhat for their floth and finfull condition, 
and hope, ac leaſt prerend, all will be well, 
though they ſcarce believe it themſelves. 

Thar ſuch as live under the Goſpel, are 
Baptir d, own God, and Chriſt, an1 the 
Wore, hear the word, receive the Lords 
Supper, read the Bible, Pray in their Families, 
ſhall be ſav'd : Bur I am the perſon, there- 
fore 1 ſhall be fay'd. Here the Aſſumption 
may be rrue, and yet the Concluſion may be 
falſe, becauſe rhe firſt Propoſition gives a 
very imperfect Charatter of one that is truly 
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| nar all cheſe things together make up the 
| deſcription of a truly Godly perſon. Theſe 
; are great external Priviledges, but you 
ſcarce believe ſo of many that you know, 
who enjoy all theſe that you judge axe Cove- 
tous, Proud, Biſterous, Falſe, Wanron, 
and what not. What think you of Jade, 
and many others ; many hearers of the Pro- 
phers. Exak, 33. 31. 32. 1(as 5,, 8. 2, 3. and 
many Followers of Chriſt and the Apoſtles. 
The Word tells you plainly , they were not 
all I/r&! that were of ſr acl. 
2. Prop. That ſuch as proſper in the World 
are beloved of God with ſaving Lovez bur 
I proſper, therefore. The Aſſumption may 
be true, yet the Propoſition is falls , and fo 
may the concluſion be alſo. Becauſe ſuch as 
are hated of God may proſper in the World. 
How many think ſurely, God doth not hate 7. 37. 
me, ſoasrocaſtmeoff, 1 go on, and pro» 7) 73- 
ſper, and wrong no body, though 1 do not ; _ 
pray and read, and repent, and diſcourſe g,icirate 
Godlily as others. This Concluſion is falſly peccan- 
drawn, Pſa: 53.21. Theſe things baſt then tum 
done, or not done otherwile as | commanded, 
and I kept flence therefore thow thoughteft I 
wes aliogetber ſuch « one 4s thy ſelf, as if 1 
lik 4 thy courſe. But thew art deceiv'd, and 
that thew ſhalt ſoon know when / reprove, or 
ſeverely puniſh thee, and ſet all thy fins in or- 
der before thine Eyes, not one forgorren ; 
therefore take the advice, v 21. Now cnnfſi- 
der this, leaſt thou be utcerly deſtroy'd. So 
Ecclef. 
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Eccleſ. 8. 11, Becauſe Sentence againit an 


. evil work 14 not executed Speedily ; becauſe 


Feb. fled. 


Adat. 1* 
87, 34 


[a.36.10, 
Il, 


God doth not ſtrike down the Drunkard on 
the Ale. bench, quathng and ſwearing, nor 
ſtrike the prayerleſs wretch dead, as he goes 
into his Bed of ſloth and ſecurity, therefore 
your Heart is fully ſer, or carried with full 
Sail, as the 70 underſtand it, or as ſome, 1s 
bold and preſumptuops; thay there is no 
danger. Ay, bur 12. 13. v. it's their miſtake, 
though he does evil an hundred times, and 
his days continued, yet it ſhall not be well 
with him, nor ſhall he prolong his days;that 
1s very long, it's but a ſhadow. But ſhould 
he live an hundred years quiet in fn, he 
ſhall dye accurs'd , men may be preſerv'd 
in, and deliver'd out of great Troubles, and 
yet not ſavd from Hell, That was bur a 
Reprieve and Temporary deliverance, and 

pardon of that unmerciful Servant 
They that have been long, and ſorely 
afllited , are in a Mlkely way to be fav'd 
from wrath in the hie to come; but I 
am Poor, or full of Pain, or croſt in the 
World many days, and therefore | hope 
God, will pity and ſave me. Thus Sinners 
abuſe Gods dcalings every way, if they 
proſper and live long, then they preſume 
and abuſe his forbearance and bounty ; 
if Ged firikes them and crolleth them, 
then they murmure or hope that's all, and 
it's as much as your fins deſerve. Its 
grue, aſllictions arc ordinarily atrendants 
on 
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on Gods Children in this Life, God loveth Heb-12.5. * 
them , and deals with them as Sons, and 
not as Baſtards, but yer God ſorely Chaſtiſcs 
the wicked in this Life , ſome drops of 
their ſcalding wrath falls on their heads 
here, before the fierce ſhower of his ven- 
geance overrake them, He does skirmiſh 
with Sinners here, but then poure out 
the full Vials of his Wrath ; he refſerveth 
them for the day of Judgement. It's when 
afflictions do Men good, purge away their 
Sins, yield afterward the peaceable fruit of 
righteouſneſs, that chey prevent furure 
wrath. A Righteous Man falls and riſerh 
again, bur the wicked fall into the milſeries, 
as one falling down a Precipiece, or 
ſteep Hill, never ſtop till they come to 
the bottom bf Hell. Alas, you can't think 
your Sutferings can make amends for their 
Sins 3 if they could they would nor turn 
hence , nor compare between thoſe ſuffe- pon. 3.12. 
rings and that Glory, though they may work 
and fir us for that Glory. 2. Cor 4. 17. 
He that doub's not of his good Eſtate, p,,, ry 

but finds Peace within in his Conſcience, 
is in a good ſafe Condition : Bur I thank 
God, 1 have no trouble, nor ever had 
much ; 1 Sleep, and Ear, and Drink, and 
, Work, and Laugh, and am Cheerful, and 
know no inward Sorrow or Remorſe : And 
do not Hundreds and Thouſands more, that 
you ſee nothing in them commendable or 
praiſe-worthy, It's better you did ſearch 
" your 
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your Hearts, find our your Sins, were 
troubled. God ſays, Blefſed are they that 
Mowrn, that is for Sin, they ſhall be comm 
forted, and Blefſed are the poor in Spirit, 
and the week; and bids thoſe' rhut we 
weary and heavy laden to come to him for 
reſt for their Souls, and not find it in them- 
ſelves : He dwells with delighe in the 
humble, broken and contrite Soul, to re- 
ceive him;and a broken Spirit is well plea- 
ſing to him: Now their Peace may be 
from ignorance, or carnal ſecarity, or 
hardneſs of Conſcience. How ſad is it, 
that Mcn ſhould deceive and render them. 
ſelves on this account z better weep now 
for Sin, then weep and wail and gnaſh 
the Teeth in Hell for ever. 

Such as ipcak againſt Sin in others, are 
ſafe themſelves, bur I cry not againſt the 
Pride of me, the Covetouſneſs of others, 
and induige himſelf in greater. Aer. 7. 
begin. Some can ſee a Mote in anothers 
Fye, and not a Sin (6 big as a Beam in 
their own. You may hear perſons noto- 
riouſly Greedy, and Coverous, and condemn 
others for the ſame Sin. How large is 
appearance on that, Row. 2. 2, 3. Thinkeft 
tho, that thou ſhalt eſcape the [udgement 
of God, becauſe the /udzeſt another. Nay, 
you may condemn that for Sin which is 
not fo in others, and you guilty of great | 
Sins, Chriſt Condemns this uncharitable 
cenſerious Spirit , and checks it ſeverely. 

| None 


aibcther he ſhall br Sav'd or Loft. 
one can think that Chriſt juſtified the 
dulcerous Woman, only bids them look 
t home ; except you repent you ſhall likewiſe 
i(Þ, that think Gods Judgements juſt on 
athers, their tum is coming alfo. The 
Scribes and Phariſees condemn Chriſt for 
Sabbath-breaking , for cating and drioking 
freely with Sinners, &c, 

T might name many others, as they 
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who live honeftly, and pay every man, Ma. 19. 
and ſerve God as other men do_ are well 2*. 


enough. Such as profeſs the true Religion : 
1 own the Articles of our Faith, keep my 
Church, am againſt thoſe that arc” got of 
my Religion. A Man may be of the crue 

ion , and yer not grue to, and in his 


Religion. Pſal. 73. 1. Truly God « goed taxi, ,.i4, 


Ifracl, to ſuch as are of 4 clean heart. 
all the Application 1 ſhall make ar pre- 
ſent as to this head, is to beg you to ap- 
ply it all ro themſelves, fay | am very apt 
to deceive my felf,and be miſerably undone. 
All I am and have lic at ſtake, 1 am like 
to throw away all. Nay, 1 am doing it, 
whilſt I am in this body, now caſting for 
Heaven and Hell, and I fee not only the 
moſt of others, but I am like to periſh, 
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CHAP. IL 
Part. 2. Ver. 4. But let « Man, &c. 


HE proper means to re(tifie miſtake, 
and ſave our ſelves, Herein we may 
take notice of, 
x. The Perſons that ought to make uſe 
of this Preſcription. Every man. + 
2: The matter or thing preſcrib'd. 
( 1.) The at; Lethim prove 
(2.) The Obje& with its ſpecification, His 


- work. and bis ewn work , 


Obſ. It's every Man's Duty and Concern- 
ment tO prove 15 own work, 

Proof. We have God's c xpreſs Charge for 
it, Hap. 1. 5,7. Thus (aith the Lord of Hoſts, 
thus ſaith Jehovah, Ce. der your ways , and 
then helps them in 'his work, conſider what 
your carriage hath =: entowards God, and 
what his dealings have been with you. 
Want of ſerious /« nfideration is the grand 
cauſe that moſt r carry; they will not be 
at leaſure to fir © - n and think how "tis with 
them, whither cy are going, and whether 
God ipprovr+ 4 winat they are about, and 
wili at laſt '-v, Well done good and faithful 
Servant, he Apoſtle uſerh many words, 
2 Cor, 1 s, Examine your ſelves whetber 
you &+ +; faith; alas | moſt doubt not of ir, 
but they are; ay, =t prove your own ſelves ; 

and 
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and again, 4yow you not your own ſelves ; and 
irs ſuch great concernment, that Chriſt muſt 
be in you, or you are reprobates. Nor 
Chriſt's name on you, or Chriſt preached ro 
You, or own'd by you enough, but Chriſt 
in you the hope of Glory ; or elſe you arc 
«uw not approvd of God, Repro- 
bates, caſt away. 

1. The Perſons | every man] of what rank 


or condition ſoever he be. Magus, muſt Rom. 13, 
prove your own work, and Mins: their own 3:4 
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works, ſo muſt Parents, Children, Maſters, * Cor” 2. 


and Servants. Each muſt mind their Places 
and Relations, and all their reſpecive Du- 
ties, 

But eſpecially every man muſt prove his 
own work with reſpect co his Spiritual Stare, 
whether his work be ſuch a#1s from a ſound 
goed Heart or no; whether he bein a ſaving 
condition, whether he is like to be ſav'd or 
loſt for ever. 

Reaſons, 1. Every Man is prone to deceive 
himſelf, every Man hurts and wounds him- 
(elf, and is like to deſtroy himſelf; all the 
Devils in Hell and Men on Earth could not 
do this, if we did not help on ; now its fir the 
Remedy ſhould extend as far as the Mala- 
dy,.g0cd and bad are upr to bh» miſtaken, 
good men miſtake and miſcarry much, Bad 
men to all Erernity. This s Epidemical, an 
Univerial diſeaſe, Some are wiſe for one 
thing , ſome skilful in other matrers ; ſome 
neglect their Shape, others their Cattle, fome 

regard - 
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regardleſs about their Cloaths, many burr 
their Friends, but all herein agree, in being 
apt to delude their Souls, This runs thorow 
all Mankind ; Wiſe-men, Learned-Men, 
Stout-men, Poor-men, Trades-men, all 
ſorts are buſie in deceiving themſelves. 

2, Every Man muſt do this for himſelf, or 
none can z others may perſwade to it, give 
Arguments, Counſels, lay down Rules, but 
cach Man muft do this for himſelf, The 
greateſt Lord and Prince , the moſt dainty 
tender Lady, ſuch as have all other things 
done for you, your Houſes built, their Meat 
provided, their work in Field and Houſe 
done by others, muſt do this each for thern- 
ſelves; or they are undone. Others cannot 
love God for us, hate Sin for us , believe in 
Chriſt for us, do good Works for us, no 
more then they can eat and drink for us, and 
we live by it, and get nouriſhment from ir. 
The Maſter and Servant, the MifFreſs and 
Hand-maid muſt each pray for themſelves, 
mortify their own Luſts ; as rhey cannot do 
tt for us, neither can they know how we 
do it, whether in ſincerity, or Hypocriſhe, 
We may be proud or filihy, or prophane in 
our thoughts, in ſplendid duties, whoknows 
our Hearts ? Who calls us to an account 
when we lic down, what we have done alf 
the day, therefore had we great need to 
look to our ſelves. 

3. Every cone muſt give account to God 
himſelf, and for himſelf; who can anſwer 

X for 
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for each other at chat great and rerrible 
day. You (te every perſon is ſingled out by 
Death, here one, and there another. No 

ny call'd to af{yſt or Anſwer ;'a whole 
Family bY Town layes a fingle Corps into 
the Grave , and all go eact; ro their Houſes, 
and the. naked Soul appears alone before 
God's Tribunal to give an account. Every 
Man muſt dye for himfeif : David crics our, 
0 Abſolom, my Son, my Son, would God / had 
died for thee. No, David, 15, that young 
Gallant muſt go himſelf, and anſwer for 


Every Man muſt 5eve rejoycing in him. 
ſelf, or ber bis own burden. Every ons muſt 
go to Heaven or Hell for himſelf ; I ſhall be- 
undone or ſav'd my ſelf, and therefore it's 
ft I ſhould try my own work. 

2. The matter or thing preſcribd, and 


therein, 
(1) The At huw/ir the word imports 
many things. 


(1) Todiſcern, 5. «. upon former obſer. © 12, 
vation to make a probable canjefture, How 3% * 
it thar you do not diſcern this time 7 
Auuain cannot you gueſs thar this 
time is near? Though we cannot fully 
know our hearts and wayes; yet if we are 
wiſe and werchful, we may give a ſhrewd 6 
gueſs, We do bur gueſ# at the diſtempers 
of -our Body, and throw in Phytick ac all 
adventures ſometimes, but we are ſureof 


what is good for our Souls, and we may 
find 
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find out the Diſtemper, and the Care. A | 
Man that's running behind-band in his Trade | 
may ſoon gueſs ir. But if men will never | 
caſt up their Accounts, looks over their 
Shops, &c. then are they caſt Into Priſon 
e're they arc aware of it; as many arc into 
the Grave, into Hell, and will caſt up nor aC- 
count. 
2. To prove by Trial or experience, 
Lach. 14. 19. x; myers Sree, The Oxen, 
[ goto prove them. 4, e, Make an experiment 
whether they will work or 0. Thus ſhould 
I go to prove them, i e. make an experiment 
whether chey will work or no. Thus ſhould” 
we try our Prayers by praying carneſtly, 
try our Faith by the exerciſe ot it. It's a ble(- 
ſed thing co have the ſweetneſs of Love in 
loving God ; to have the comfort, and evi- 
dence , and ſatisfaction of Humility and 
Meckneſs and Patience, in the uſe and cx- 
erciſe of them? ic's much more than all we 
read orhear of it, What is it for me to-read 
of Abraham's offering up his Son/{ſaac, 
of 7eb'; Patience, of Danids Prayers and 
Praiſes, and high exaltations of God gnd 
his word, unleſs I have choſe Graces, and 
can read the (ame Plalms, with the ſame 
Spirit and Heart. Davidis gone to Heaven, 
this is left for me, not barcly to read, as 
Children their leſſon, but breathe our my 
Soul, in, and with them. Can-l fay, 4s the 
L Hart, &c. *o, not only Dad s Soul did, 
oe my Soul now doth chirſt afrer God, 
the 
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the living Gorl, ant! © the 119 Pſal. Why 
ſhould you not endeavour roread it all over 
as the Pſalm, Or that my ways were di- 
rected, and my Soul breaketh; or how I 
love thy Law. Would you prove your 
Hearrs, your Tongues, your Lives, your 
Graces, your Dutics, try them by uſe and 
exerciſe ; (te what you can do at the work 
of God. Many ſad and dejected arc till 
looking back for evidences ; do you fear 
your want of Love, love God and Chriſt 


preſently. The Apoſtle ſeems to be aCtu- Kon.s. 5, 


ally exerciſing Grace in the preſence of 
God ; we are juſtified, have peace, have 
acceſs, we now ſtand, and now rejoycr, 
and as to troubles, rhey work preſent pa- ** 
rience, and patience experience, Aruud 
we experiment ir, and have preſent hope 
of furure Mercy, the love of God being 


wow Mt our Hearts. 


3 To mike enquiry in order to fome 1; Ti, 


Judgement #0 be pafſed hereupon. Thus :©- 


Candidates of the Miniſtry are firſt ro be Jor 425+ 
proved, and ſuch need to be qualified for Sima. 


che work with Gifts, and ſhouldconfider 
their own Abilities, na'ural or acquir d, be- 
fore they be rryed by others. ©£o we thar 
hope for Heaven, ſhould ery our Stare and 
Work, before we apprar before Gods ſearch 

and treal 
We ſhould pur ſearching queſtions to out 
ſelves . have 1 competent knowledge, hive 
i done my Maſters work on earth. Am 
| & | 


BY | 
« 

» 
7 
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| now ready to dye, can I upon good 
grounds rejvyce in hope of Glory, If 
you would {carch and judge your (elves, 
you ſhould not be judged, at leaſt not | 
condemned by the Lord. Paſs a right | 
Judgment on your (elves ;ſay not all is well, | 
when it is not fo, | 
The reſult of theſe Three Heads 1s this, | 
He that would wiſely, faithfully, and for 
his own good, prove his own work, he 
muſt, x. Wiſely obſerve. 2, Make experi- 
ment; and 3, Iruly paſs a Judgement on | 
it. 
4- The word, zune ire 18 Metaphori- 
cal, raken from, | 
1. Gold-ſmiths, in trying and proving 
their Mettals. Criticks ſay, the word is | 
proper to their myltery, and that the Ho- 
{ 


ly Ghſt alludes thcreto, x Per. x. 7 The 
Tryal of the Faich more precious thay hat 
of Gold by Fire; when it can bear the 
tryal of AfMictions and Perſecurions, and 
that am, 1. 12, Bleſſed is the Manthat en- 
dareth temptation, n hen he is tried. Gold- | 
1 3-14,15- {miths prove their Mettals ewo ways, for | 
two cnds. 
(- ) iy the Fire, to ſeparate and con- 
ſume rs Droſs , and br ghren and form. 
the Gold. God caſts his into his Furnace, | 
and ls ot 's to purge and take away 
ſin, //a. 27. 9. That the Imquity of Jacob 
may be parged, and this is all the fruit to 
take away the fir. Thus ſhall every Mans 
work betryed by Fire at laſt. (1.) By 
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By the Touch-ſone, to diſcern good 


Mettal from counterfeit, Gold and Silver 
from Braſs or Copper ; The Metrtal being 
prov'd , tryed, and found good, 15 Nawor, 
allowed currant, and then hath the Kings 
Stamp on it. Perſons that upon trial are found 
ſincere , are dxiuo7 1 Cor. 11.19; T hat the Lutwud - 
ſincere may be mad2 mani/eſt ; thar ye may ap- Zaor, 
prove things that are Excellent , that ye. 1.1 
may be hincere. 

The Taſte-trying Meats, fuch as are 
Savoury and Refreſhing, unſavoury, PHI. r. 
9, 10. Abaonnd tr all judgement, that you may 
approve ; try or diſcern what is excellent and 
good, try the Spirits, wh bethber falfe or [orund: 17 bn 4.1 
Prove all things, taſt and try all things, and #*4<- 
hold faſt that which 1s good ; and after this £479 
try your own Graces, prove the {incerity of 17” J 5.1 
their Love. Taſte and fee that the Lord has 
Gracious, _ 

Having taſted now the refult and mora! of $6oe. 

all this conlifts in, 

A ſincere impartial trial apon enquiry, 
Lam. 3. 40. Lift us ſearch and try our ways, This 
calls for terious conhderation trom retolution 
11d hearty endeavours, to had our how 'tls 
with oor Spiritual Statey nor put ir off 
ithrly, bur Tahour to frarch to the bottom. 
Could Men te brought 0 this once, there L 
were ſome hopes. Some light ſuperficta} 
Enquiries you make, but” not go to the bor- 
tom; not as by bire, not bring all to the 
Foveh- ſtone of Gods Word not roll #1d 
t chew 


»L; 


1 Chron, 
17.18. 
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chew it, till taſt whether it be bittex- or 
ſweet. 

2. An upright paſſing of Judgment accor- 
ding to Truth, when you find it drofſs and 
traſh, -Jet the fire conſume it ; throw what is 
filth and rotten to the dunghill, Say, thus 
I am, and thus 1 do, I amundone ; I am not 
ſound, all is out of order. Say (as Paw/to 
another) My Heart is not right with God, 1 an 
in the gall of bitterneſs and bond of Imqmity ;, and 
ſet it home, till you feel it fink under it - 
Weep and refuſe to be comforted, Say, what 
Is ail the World to me, when 1 am periſhing, 
falling into Hell. 

3. A judicious allowance upon good Evi- 
dence , Rom. 14. 14. 1 kzow and am perſwaded 
by the Lord .</ur, that it's not wnclean : When 
I ſindlam indeed in the way of God, to hold 
on, and hold out, and not ſtagger ; ſtand to 
it and own the fault, whoſoever ſpeaks againſt 
it. I know in whom l have believed and am 
perſwaded, Cc. 

4- A Mans approving himſelf, and his 
Work. | 


1. To God, 1 Cor, 4. 4, 5-1 value not Mans 
judgement, he that judgeth me 1s the Lord, 
How often do good Men appeal to God ? 
David P/al. 26. begin. Judge me 0 Lord ;, thou 
knoweſt thy Servant. © Bieſſed comfortable 
appeal : So did Ferimiah,Chr. 12. 3. So Heze- 
hiab, Remember Lord bow I have walked ;, Thou 
kyoweſt, ſaid Peter, that I love 1bee. How often 
do 


whether he ſball be Sev 'dor Loft. 
do Gods ſervants fay, God is my Witneſs, and 
my Record s on high. 

2. To other Men. Thus the Apoſtle Pat 
often appeals to his people to their very Con- 
ſcieaces,as far as they could know and obſerve 
him , that his delire was to do them good. 
Theſſ. 2. 1, Your felves know our entrance; 
v.y. We ws not flattering words, 4s ye know. 
We are made manifeſt in our Conſciences;; 
we are bid to keep Conſciences void of offence 
towards Men, as well as towards God: And 
its well, when thoſe that molt know us, can 
ſpeak beſt of us ; the Hypocrite 1s the ſtrangers 

int. - Will thy neareſt Relations know thee 
to be a' Holy, humble good Man ; thy Chil- 
know thy care over them, watchfulneſs, 
warning, oounſel, Holy Example ; and fo the 
Servants and Neighbours, and thofe that 
have dealings with you in your Trades and 


Places. * 
3. To 4 Mans own Conſcience, 2 Cor. r. 
12. This ts our Keoycing, the reſts of our 


own Conſcience. Some- think that it's in- 


33 


poſſible , but an Hypocrite muſt know his Cum «lis 
own Hypocriſke ; how he deals doubly and /* animur, 
falſely” with- God - and Man. Now thei, ©#1ſcren- 


ſhould but Conſcience do its Work ; that 


ts, cum, 
| tpſum 


would deal plainly and faithfully. It's Gods conſcientic 
Vicegerent- in thy Breaſt. Say, when thou 
appearelt to Man plauſible and conmmend- 
able ; bur 'what fay'ſt thou Conſcience, is 
all well, art thou finicere in what thou 
doſt ? 


E 1 Secondly, 
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Secondly , The Objett. Flis own Work, Two 
this muſt come nnaer Trial. 


1. Th: ſtate of a Mans Perſon, whether 
he: be born again or no; whether yet ina 
{tate of Nature, under the power of Sin, of 
brought over to God. 1 Cor. 11.28. Let a Man 
examime hymſelf ; not only as to Actual, but 
his Habitual fitneſs. 

2. A Mans Work, w Iey.r- Enallage numers. 
Work for Works, Rev. 22. 12, 4 come ro groe 
every Man accor divg as bis Work hath been. 't his 
molt take in every thing that a Man Works. 
Whether ſuch} Works are wrought an the 
Heart, as thoughts and afteftians. 4/a. 32. 6. 
His Heart Works Iniquity. Or fuch_ as are 
ourwardly diſcover d, as his Words; far 
they are comprebended under Warks, Mar. 
12.36, 37. God judge according to your Words, 
Chap. 16. 27. It's accOrding #6 yuor Works, And 
all his Actions, which arc of feveral kinds, 
and every one of them- muſt-come under 
Irial. «e. gr. 

'- 1. Natural; ſuch as arc Eatingand Drink- 
ing, viing Apparel, Sleep, Recreations, and 
Labour, 2bout our Bodics; tor though thoſe 
in themſelves be things indifterent, 5. e. nei- 
ther morally good or cvil, in the uſe and end 
of them as they are circumſtantiated, they are 
not andifterent, , We ſhould enquire as to the 
matter of Fopd or Cloathing, whether what 
45 proper as to the quantity, whether not 

oa 
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too much Sleep, too mnch Drink, too much 
Food, as to the <cafor,, whether we mind it 

not as Merrhe unſeaſonably ; and as her alſo, 

as to the meaſure and manner, whether not 

too much troubled and careful about it ; en- p.s2; 
uire whether we do not rake too great 

Jelight m it, promiſe our ſelves too much 

from it : We may undo our ſelves about theſe 

carefoll innocent things. As more arc kill'd 

with roo much good Food and Drink, then 

with Poyſon; ſo more are undone and loſt 

eternally by too mnch care, and delight about ,, j774;, 

thoſe lawſull things, then by Murder, OT p:rimy ;vi, 

Whoredom, or Swearing : Men are not awar 

of the 'danger here. Whereas, other Sins 

ſlay theif Thonſands, this World!inefs ki'ls 

Ks Ten Thouſands. Now Men jodge this 

Sin in <oveting what is others; but 1 may 

have aw! Earthly Heart, and make np a 

Worldly Life by Worldly Cares and Fears, 

and Defires, and Hopes and Griets, though ir 

be about mine own Eltare. 

2. Civil, as about our Calling, Tranfatt- 
ions, Relations &c, Here we malt try our 
Work, whether we follow our Imployment 
in ob<edience to Gods Command ; wherher 
we are joft and upright in ovr dealings, and 
dare not wrong ; whether we are taithful 
and  pitifnl, and kind to others; whether 
we promote and rejoyce in others good, or 
envy and be-gradge them ; whether we are 
good Parents. and watch over our Childrens 
Souls, as thoſe that muſt give an account z 

E whether 


= 
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CE, ber. 
Col 3.4, 
Ch.4. beg 
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whether dutifull Children, Religious Huſ- 
bands and Wives. How many liye zogether 
only to Eat and Drink, Sleep and Work to- 
gether, and not to Love together, to Pray 
tozether. What a dreadfull meeting will 
there be between wicked Parents and ung 
Children, between carnal Husbands mn 
Wives , that it may be are living to each 
other, and to their Children, butno Love to 
God, nor toward others Souls: Live yeary 
together , and not one word of God or 
Heaven, or enquiry aboyt each others Souls. 
Fid Gods Word take place, what Bleſled 
Magiſtrates , Minilters, Parents, Children, 


Maſters and Servants ſhould we have. It 


God ſhould ſend a Meſlenger to enquire in 
Towns, Pariſhes and Families, how matters 
ſtand, what they do and ſpeak all day. How 
few can give a plauſible account toa felf- 
judicious Man, with a great and terrible 
Metſenger (1 mean Death is coming, and he 
will not knock at door and crave admiſhon, 
but will break in and drag you forth before 
the great God, and then and there muſt you 
FIVE an account. 

3- Sinful. Theſe mult never be appro- 
ved, but muſt be ſearched out to promote 
our Repentance ; but we ſhould bring them 


'to the Light, that they may appear to be 


evil, and be exceeding finful,, and be re- 
proved. We ſhould aggravate our fins, and 
lye low before the Lard, be aſham'd and 


confounded, God is very angry, when Men 
will 
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will not ſay, what have I done? Thou 
ſfayeſt, I have not Gnned, 1 am innocent. Fer-2. 35. 
Says God,l heark'ned and heard, no man that <5. 
repented. Were they aſhamed ? God an- 
ſwers, Nay, they were not at ll aſhamed; 
This is our great work to ſearch out any 
ſecret wickedneſs , hide and conceal none ; 
to judge and condernn our ſelves, that we 
may not be condemned of the Lord. Da- 
7d and 44P, and other good Men's fins 
kept them humble and broken all their 
days. 1 bave them fill in mine Eye, and 
am humbled. Thus you may make a good 
uſe and jumprovement at ſuch bad work, 
the more to condemn your fcelves, and ju- 
ſtifie God, advance for Grace, and admire 
and prize Chriſt Jeſus. 

4+ Good works. Here we ſhould en- 
quizxe whether our works be good, whe- 
ther for matter and manner right, whe- 
ther we are conſtant, and ſteadfait, and a- 
— chearful and ſincere in doing Zuwire:- 
£09d. e we are to enquire not only ,@- 
that 1% done , butt bow, Kom. I 2, $. He wihbout 
that ginab les him do it with ſanplicity , be Hyperiſy. 
that rulah , with diligence, he that ſhewerh Corrs 
mercy, with chearfulne/s, Let love be withous ber 97% 
diſſunulation, ver. 11. Net floathfod in buſaxeſs, © 
fervent in ſpiris, ſerving the Lord , ver. 12. 
rejoyeing 1n hope , patient is tribulation, con- 
1 111040 juſt ant in prefer, mroxapriyirie from 
zeg7@&, Krong in Prayer. 


CHAP, 


2C9.1.12+ 
1 Fob. 3. 
Ti. 


Luke 21. 
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CHAF. IL 


HE Third Part of the Text 1524 two- 

fold Motive to perſwade Men' to make 
utc of this Preſcription , which may ferve 
as two Reaſons to the Dottrine. 


Realon I. An impartial Examination, and 
a well grounded Approbation of a Man's 
own Work, will adminiſter marter 'of holy 
and warrantable rejoycing in himſelt. The 
word zaizue from 'Avar the Neck , the 
ſtretching our the Neck, not as an Indi- 
cation of Pride, bur lifting up the Head, 
railing up Faith, Hope, and Joy ; it figni- 
hes boatting, and rejoycing,. and glarying, 
the Soul ful d with inward delight , un- 
ſpeakable Joy, boaſt of Grace and Mercy ; 
not to aſcribe to himſelf, and deſpiſe 0- 
thers, 

(1.) But the Principle or Ground of his 
loy, 1s Inward and Spiritnal; rais'd and 
cheriſh'd in him by the Spirit of God, Ko. 
14. 17. not meat and drink, but joy and peace 
2 the Floly Ghoſt. 

{2.) The matter of his Joy, or the thing 
wherein he rejoyceth, is Internal, not in 
things without him, not 1n Soul, "Eſtate, 
Zood Namie, but in a, ſincere Heart, holy 
Deſires, true love to God, and God's" tove 
to, and in him, Pſal. 4.5, 7. The light of 

Gods 
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Gods Countenance, the Apoſtle ſays, This 
is our rejoyemg, let _ others fay in_ other 
things : The Hypacrite, this is my rejoy- 
cing, the Teltimony and Applauſe of 
Men : The Worldling, this is my rejoyciag, 
the increaſe of my Corn, Cattle, and Mo- 
ney; but David, Pſal. 17. 14, 1 5.” turns his 
back on all thele, men of the World thar 
have their portion in this lite , their belly 
fill'd with hadden treaſures, full at Chuldren, 
and leave their Wealth ro them , and yet 
as-it to ſay, Much good may it- do: them and 
theirs. As for me, / will bebdld thy face 
and be ſatrifued. 

Now this Joy .and Comfort is ſecret, 
hidden from the World, ſweet and full, fa- 


tisfying, and refreſhing ; laſting Joy, and : 4, 1,4 
Peace, fuch as the - World cannat give, nor 746.16.24. 


Lake away. 


IL Every Man bad need look - tb him- 
(elf an all, becauſe every man' mutt} bear 
his own burden ; that is his own fm, the 
guilt, and weight' of it, and the fad ef- 
tefts, bear the burden of his accountat the 
great day; and it found guilty, muſt bran 
the burden of wrath: that muit be lai$ up- 
on him. It cannot be underitood as if we 
ſhould not bear. others burdens of weak- 
nefles and affliftions, that 1s -requird in 
P. 2. Bags here grewhy. 

But 1 ſhall rather run theſe two Heads 
into Application, and preſs then as two 
Cogent Motives. Applic. 
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Applic. More general, be perſwaded then: 
to look to your ſelves, and fee all be right 
and well, that you are truly good. Two 
grand Matives. 

1. If you are loſt, and miſcarry, you 
are miſerably, irreparably loſt. 

2. if you are ſound, and fav'd, you are 
unſpeakably happy. 

1, Then know, if you looſe and deceive 
your ſelves, the whole 'World, Heaveng 
and Earth , and all in |, i; nothing w 
you, What are all the conceraments of 
this life and another to. me, if I come an- 
der the wrath of God to all Eternity. 

1, There is pans damni. 2, Pena ſenſus. 

1, Conſider what you looſe, it you de- 
cceive and looſe your felves. 

1. A linner loſeth himſelf inall he is, Bo- 
dy and Soul, who could believe this, that 
any would thus deceive, and deſtroy them- 
ſelves, be looſeth his reaſon and ander- 
ſtanding; he is at preſent a Fool , diltra- 
ed, chooſeth Toyes, plcasd with Fea- 
thers and Bubbles ; nay, ſports in Poyſon, 
chooſeth Death and Carkng, Wo ant. Mi 

, Prov. 26. 18, 19. 4 mad. man that 
- fire-brands, arrows and death, ſo i: be 
that decerveth bus Nesghbour, and thereby him- 
ſelf, and ſaith, am I wot in Sport? It's @ 
ſport to/ this ſinful Fool to do himfclf and - 
others miſchief. It's a ghaſtly dreadful 
fight to ſee a man cut and knock hiafelf, 
Fre, 10- tear his own. ficſh, a5 Mad-mep. 
x Wheat 
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What a fad condition is that Man in, 
that feederh on aſhes, not on Bread , «4 4- 
ceived heart hath turned bim afide , that he 
cannot deliver bus own ſoul, nor fay, is there 
not 4 bye in my right hend, Iſa. 44. 20. He 


looſeth his Head, not know God and Chriit, 


his Heart not love him, his memory not re- 
tain good , his will not able to bow and 
yield, though for his own good, but hur- 
ied on as 2 headſtrong Horfe to his r- 
inc, his defires not breath after God, his 
fears not afraid of fin- or judgement, and 


all his true Joy, only a little- crackling of 


Thorns. Looſe his Health, fick at Hearr, 
unſound all over, not a ſound whole part. 
Looſe his Life, quite dead, Eph. 2. 1, 2 

feeling, <<. 4. 19. know not, nor feel 
its Wounds, nor ſmell his own filthineſs, 
no more than the rotten bones in your Se- 
pulchre. Dying every day towards Hell 
and Eternel Death, he hath loſt his Eyes, 
not ſee, deaf and dumb, what a diſmal 
light 1s this? A Sinner quite loſt as to Bo- 
dy and Soul in this life. He only ſeems 


to fee, and hear, and ſpeak, he dreams 4, 29. 3. 


that he hates, but in the morning- of the 
Refurreftion, awakes and there is nothing, 

He 15 loſing all this here, and at Death 
ſtript'of all together In old Age he looſeth 
his Eyes, his Hearing, his Taſte, Ce 


Death ſends his Harbengers and fetches — IO 


out part” of the old Honle, and on a lick 
Bed; death ſpoils and rends i picees, 1ts' 
a 


Iſs. I. 2, 
Rome 3-11. 
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a ghaſtly fight, to attempt to ſpeak and not 
be able, no underſtanding, no memory, no 
ſtrength ro move, gape and gaſp, grown 
and iweat ; that all is gone before the 
Houſe falls , and then what a loathſome 
object is a dead Carcaſs, a hirhy lump, 
ſtink preſently , noiſome and rotten ; - but 
oh what is become of the Immortal Soul ? 
Can this loſs be expreſt? Can it be re- 
pair d, lofts of all together ? What can be 
more poor, baſe and empty than a dead 
loathſome ſtinking Carcal:. Who would 
buy it for a farthing; nay, who would 
not give many to be rid of it, A Body 
that was deckt and gaudy, ſtrong and live- 
ly, pleaſant and beautiful, now deformed, 
weak and diſhonourable, and then they looſe 
all that did accompany it to make it plca- 
ling and delirable, as caſe,and ſtrength, and 
amelincls. Nay, they looſe all the peace 
and quickneſs of the Soul, and have hor- 
robrs, and blackneſs, and fears, and con- 
fofons, He had a wiſe head, a plotting 
Brain, and a fluent cloquent Tongue, a 
grave and winning deportment, all gone 
and loſt. 

2. He that looſeth himfelt, looſeth all 
he had or feemd to have. 

( 1.) As Bread, and Drigk, and Cloath- 
ing, and * Houſes, and rich and Friends, 
now a _ hole im the Earth enclofeth 
him in Boards, and covers him vp amongſt 
the dark,Clods. Theſe things Sinners hold 

' faſt 
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faſt here, and let go God, and Chriſt, and 
Heaven; ay, but then they looſe a'l theſe, 
all ſwallowed up in the Grave, P/, 49. 17, 
6, 7. they carry nothing with them, 1 Tim, 
6.7. Job's caſe was faid to loſe all in a day. 
How many thouſands loſe more every day 
by Death ? As to Food and Refreſhments, 
Dives ſtarv'd to all Eternity , not a drop 
for his Tongue, not a Crum, . that had a 
full Table, and Cup, and Servants to at- 
tend ; now Worms wait on him, creep 0- 
ver him, feed ſweetly on him ; he that before 
ſpake fo big and lond, that made others 
tremble, nor the Worms afraid of, God 
ſays to the Rich Fool, when he calls for his 
Soul,then whoſe ſhall thoſe things he whoſe- 
ſocver they were,they were noneof his + His 
Barns and Corn were his the Day before, that 
Night all nothing to him. Here we have Divi- 
hons,Sun,Moon and Stars, Earth, Seaand Hea- 
ven, Meadows and Corn-ticlds, lower Rooms 
and Chambers, Fire and Bedding, Eating 
and Sleep, Acquaintanceand Friends, Stories 
about the Times, andother Aﬀairs,. hear of 
one great man, another Mans chat ; buſt- 
neſles and matters here and there $ hear of, 
you think 2nd talk of them 5 hureven once 


ſtruck deed, what $s this World lolt and dead 


. yr 
ro thee, no morasto ter. an ! FnoOWw and dif- 
courſe. VNo tracts c0 into the Grave with 


you, unlefs it bh© to lye and rot there with 


you L cader Fathers and Mothers, no more 
embrace their ſweet, now clammy and cold 
Fadcs 3 
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Babes; the Children cry and roar, and 
_ and whipt, and the tender Mother 
ies in the Grave with her arms by her ſide 
wrapt up 4no more tender Embraces,no more 
compaliion, pity, help ; when fick,” turn 
them to the other ide, when throat-ſcorcht, 
dry, apply moiſture, tive a Cordial to the 
faintin _ hold the aking Head ; but 
when dea 
Grave; and if weep over the Grave, it does 
you then no good , they retnrn home and 
fright them. Who weeps for the Grandmo- 
ther that is dead ang rotten. How can you 
thus throw away yorQtelves ? 

Obj. But you rods nom can prevent thys, 
good Men alſo thus peryſh. 
An. Ah, but they ſhall riſe again Gloriods 
and Beautiful, ſtrong and lovely. x Cor. 1 5. 
44. and Phil, 3. laſt Who would thus deſtroy 
fuch an excellent Febrick as the body is, and 
. all its. concomitapts. 
2. Withall, the Man loſeth all Spiritual 
Mercies and Comforts, that were afforded to 
his Sonl. Now he is weary of Ordinances, 
Sabbaths, the Bible, Sermons, bat then no 
Pro. 1 alt, more of them; nay the lighting and abuſe 
Heb. 2. 2. lie heavy on them, to their greater Condem- 
C6 19-25- nation: Good Men value them now above 
Gold, bewail the loſs for a little time. 
P/al. 42. beg. Thirſt and*Cry, many tears 
are undone without them ; but then not SG 
much as Chrilt to weep over them, or that 
thou hadit known, but now hid. 
3. He 


, lay you in the dark cold lilent 
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. 3. 'He loſeth what he might have been and 
had ; he might have been ſoftned and tender, 
but now harden'd to all Eternity. Ao hard 
Heart is the heavieſt judgement;he was offer'd 
to be Pardon'd, Heal'd, Purg'd, and Sanfti- 
fied. Now he hath no more calls, no 
more ſtirrings of the Spirit. The accepted 
time, the day of Salvation is over, no 
Miniſters ſent after you to woe and intfeat 
you: No, God fays,. Rev. 22. 11. Lethim 
that is filchy be filehy (till, @c. I would have 
cleans'd and fav'd him,and he would not. Q 
dreadful, to have Lults raging torever ; it's 
a mercy to have one Luſt conquer'd here, and 
but then their Sins they lig'd in will be raging 
and not fatisfy'd;there the Drunkards Throat 
is icorcht with thirſt, and not the leaſt drop; 
the filthy Adulterer rage in his Luſt, and born 
and ſcorchr, gnaw and rend his bowels. You 
might here have had precious Graces.; but 
there is noFaith,no Patieyce,no Hope,no Love 


ay « 
» 


' be 


2 Cor.c. 20 


to God and good ; you might have had peace * 


in believing, comfort in troubles, bur there 
is all horrour and amazement : Here, Gods 
comforts delight good Mens Souls in affliftion, 
but There is no relict. You might have been 
a .Child of God, and Heir ot Glory, mow 


1 P:t.1.7+ 


2Cor.1.3, 
Pſal. 94 


Bleſling and Prailing God amongſt Saints and '® 


Angels; but. now you are roaſting and 
roaring amongſt Devils. Somethink this the 
greatelt rorment of Hell, a ſence of the loſs 
. of -Gods- preſence and favour. You might 
haye- Pray'd, and m_ and prevail'd 
| Mercy ; 
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Mercy ; bat Ten Thonſand Tears prevail not 
row for onc > ot Mercy. -. Loſe all the 


precious full and free promiſcs and proffers of 
, Grace and Mercy. All Yea, and Amen in 


Chrilt, All Nay, and nothing without him. 
All ran in the Channelof Godlinefs, then all 
the Curſes are in the way to Hell. 

H: loſeth all his hopes of having it 
better, there was atime you kad hope, but 
Death 15 the laſt change to Hell or to Heaven. 
Tha viners hope gives up the Ghoſt with ham. 
Job. 8. 3, 4. Hope is a bleiled ſupport to be- 


« lievers, were it not for hope the Heart would 


beak, hat hope of Glory fuppart men, under 
all attiftiors in old Teſtament and new. David 
and Feb, and the Apoltles, and all with them. 
Why art thou caſt down! A Sinner can ecll 
reaſon enough, why he 1s calt down - He may 
rather ask, why art thou ſo merry () my 
Soul, that can'ſt not hope in God. How fad 
is this wretches condition * 

5. He loſeth all he does; all tus thoughts, 
all his words and works, all his pains and 
tune, all his worldly labour, and all his 
datics, nor thanks for all ; ſpend his ſtrengrh 
in vain, carc and fear and trouble, and weep 
and run, and ride and work to no purpoſe. 

6, He loſ*h Eternal Mercy tocome ; all 
that is in Heaven. the joys and comforts 
others have 1a a Godq in a Chrult, in your 


Father, in their Saviovr, and this for gver, 


It's mnch to loſe a Life here, but whats it 
to loſe Etcrnal Life; what is the loſs of a 
Houſe, 


XUM 
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Houſe, ww the 1oſs of &' Kingdom ? 'what the 
loſs of a- dying Farher or Mother, thorgh 


loving apd tender, to the lofs of an Ever- 
laſting Father, whoſe hve and mercy 1s E- 
verlaſtiag atf6? Doth « Mother ne:p at th: 


Grave a ſweer Child ? Who cy with 

tears of bl&od bewail enough a Sorl that 

hathfoft :God ? Iſa.$4.5, &:-For a ſmall monititt 22m. 5. 4, 

have I fv fal$n thee, 1 i little wrath 1 bide my 5+ 

face from thee ſor amimerr: Says one inthe _ 

place,' Lort,'\doſt thou call har little} ſirtaU -=— "ay 

and for '7'Woment, ' when” thou hide} thy 9. 

bleſſed face,” it's Death; it's Hull, it's Damnz- 

tiv:' "Oy what is it then when God hides firs 

face tor” ever 4 + 
: Methints/you that r6hd this, ſhould think ©", 

and ſay,jt belongs notth me,God forbid”; yes, 

ifirhou careteſly loſe;a&d fooliſhly decerve thy 

ſelf here,  thon art the Man. Thou aft appr y 

if loſe thy Curtrel, thy Mony, thy Foie, of 

Friends; loſe thy (elf, and thor thou hoaſtet 

miuchi\more,” yea, alt rs lolt, | 

2. | come to the Seanrrt Pare. Trbulation 
and Ariguifh will ceaſcon Body and Soul too ; Pana fen- 
coul>#it thon dye, be armihilae:d, fink into 
nothing, ' it 'were ſomewhar,; bur thou Thalk 
live to be fentibleof 2?! this 19G, in rhis life * 
and that ts come: 'F fhall not multiply 
Heads. 

The great wrath and anger of God that Is 
Almighty will fall on thee, and who can ex- Naham. 1 
preſs how great that is, Read what God hath *#- 
done of 6ld; hear 2nd obſerve all his dealings 

F 2 now 


UM 


68 


Rev. 14. 
19, 11, 


Hob. 1. 
15, 16. 


Every Mans Grand Tmiereſt and Enquiry 


now- with yinners ; how many neat, groan, 
roar,and ay 4 not eas'd,, v RR 
| onthe Body ; 6 whom 
frightfal objects. how dread an in Ade 
The. name and thoughts of the Devitionbe 
dark now make thee. tremble; how. can 
you hear dreadful fcreeches and grzoancs ; 
ſome are ſo tender that they carmt- bear the 
groans of dying friends, or of ſome. when 
wounded, and their broken bones are dreſt. 
The noiſe in Bedlam is dreadful + did you 
hear and ſee an Hundred Scorching in flames, 
roaſtiag and rack'd as forme Devils ivcarpate 
onEarthnow Te ot yg eye 
can't bcar the T ooth-ach, Govt, Stone ; how 
will you then bear Burning krimitone, not a 
drop, but Lakes, youthrown ws it. 

But oh / the wrath and horror that ſhall 
ſeiſe on the Soul ; A wownded Spirir, a damned 
Sopl, who can beer, the gnawing- worm. of 
Conſcience. All thy Sins are ſo many Devils 
to rack and torment thee; all come to re- 
membrance, thy. Pride, Wantonefſs, Hypo- 
crifie, all Sins great and ſmall, all thy 
neglects of Heavenly Duty; and all this 
can t berecall'd, it's too late now to Repent : 
This made Eſax cry and roar, What horror 
and confuſion ſeiſe on you, dreadfull fore- 
fights and apprehenſions of laſhings and 
ſcourgings. As: a Man with a fore back, 
ſhreeks, cryes out, looks back at more ſtrokes 
coming, when ſtruck into the fleſh, into the 
bones, into the Soul: No end, no ſtop- 

. ping, 
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ping, pierc'd and pinch't with all Miſeries 
together, Thirſt, Hunger, Poverty, Shame 
Pain, Horror; and on all parts here the Hand 
held the Head, but then the Hand rack't and 
ſcorch't to the top of the finger, not a j6 
or bone free, not a foot or finew; anf4a 
rack't to the higheſt degree, and all this a- 
monegſt the vileſt crew, ſuch as you may ſeem 
to abhor their Company here, Swearers, 
Drunkards, Blaſphemers 50 theſe + merry Momen- 
together on Earth, but then roar and rave, {2cum 
rage and weep, wail and gnaſh their Teeth <p 
and all this not in a clear Air, in an Upper eernum, 
Chamber, on a ſoft Bed, but ma Dun + quod cru- 
in Darkneſfs., in a _ hat cat. 
Was 's Dungeon to this, gh rhey He bad 
funk | in mire ; and there have no reſt 7en rays 
Night nor Day ; no $1ummer, no Spring ; 4 *4 
all a black'Night, and no endof this. - It's g,;, wn 


this wrath. 
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OW methinks cach of you that read 
N or hear theſe lines . ſhould fay, is all 
thus true ? Is_it poſlible? Who are the 
Perſons, what, Men and Women, we that 
are calld Chriſtians? Well, take heed 
ſalt that you be nat the Perſons, and very 
ſhortly feel it. Why are yon notmore awa- 
ken dand conſider ? Think , what: if all this 
ſhould, be true ? What have 1 to fay againſt 
jt? What is the ſinful pleaſure that | chuſe 
for it ? What the bleſſed work 1 neglett and 
am more afraid of than this Hell? Can | plead 
I never hcard of God's wrath, or 1 did not 
believe it ? Ay, but God told You, it would 
he fo, and he ſwore to it. I ſhall not here 
anſwer the many Cavils, as that fin is not fo 
bad in our Eye, and others that are ſav'd 
ſcem dnot ſo good, or much better than we, 
and why doth not God help us ? And is there 
no end of this Wrath ? 

Lay alide all theſe Tavils, and reaſpn not 
thy ſelf into Hell. How fad is the condition 
of loſt Man, that all this wrath will not 
affright from one Sin, or quicken toone Du- 
ty ? Why will you not enquire into the mat- 
ter? If you are convinc'd and ſtartled, why 
l;c agtillin Sin ? How can you thus ſtab and 
wonnd "your ſclves crery day ? Some call up- 
on God to damn them, when they ſhould 


pray 
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7, and cry to be fav'd. In Contempt and 
Rage ſwear by the blood and wounds of 
Chriſt, that were to ſave them from this Hell. 
They ew all Miſchief and Spite, att aga! inſt 
God ; and many haſtcn orhers, ro He! Land-yct 
think that the very Powder which blows up 
the Houſe ſhall ſcape burning. Will you 
thus deſtroy your ſelves miſcrably, cut off 
but one Hand, pluck out one Eye, and not 
throw Body and Soul into He!l ; nay, go with 
your Eyes wide open to Hell, nnder Noon» 
day Goſpel-light ; fin againſt your own light 
of Conſticnce aud Conviftions, and againſt 
the clear light of the VVord; and you in a 
very ſhort time deltroyed, not ſtay an hun- 
dred,or five handred years? no within a day,a 
month, a year you may fecl theſe Torments. 
Ican ſcarce forb2ar ſome Inference 
. Then Sinners are not ſuch mild, ſoher, 
mercifal and innocent Creatures, as many of 
them ſeem and pretend to bez no, they are 
Bloody, Crnel, and Mercileſs. They are 
worſe than blood-thirſty men, that deſtroy 
others in this Life; we call them bloogy 
Butchers, that kill innocent Beaſts foy our 
uſe; but oh what arc theſe Morderers of 
Souls? VVe ſtartle and cry out to hear of 
VVilfal, Scli-murder ; what Soul-killing 
working 1s in every Family and Town! 
VVhatcrael V Vretches ro rthemſelzes ! Sins 
ſcem calic and pleatiag now, can they be tor- 
menting them ? Fiſhes ſwam with pleafure in 
the: VYarer, in their Elzment; Fat if you 
F 4 1 
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put them and the V Vater in a Cauldron, and 
Fire under it,the very Element proves ſcorch- 
ing. Gods fre of wrath will make thy fins 
tormenting, that arc now plecaling to thee. 

2. Then thoſe Parents, and Maſters, and 
Acquaintance are not fo kind, and lovin 
and tender, as they pretend to their Chill 
dren, and Families and Friends , that pro- 
vide all for this life, care only for their 
Bodies, and neglet their Souls: Cruel in 
keeping away Food, or not adminiſtring 
it to them that might feed them to Eter- 
nal Life ; nay, it may be give them Poyſon. 
How many bloody, wicked, Soul-deſtroying 
Parents? How many Husbands and Wires, 
cruel to cach other this way ? tender if a but 
Finger-ach, if ſick, if wounded; but Sin- 
ſick at heart, and not concern'd, not help ; 
how many cruel Friends that flatter and fawn 
and ſooth each other to Hell. Some breed 
up their Children in Pride, Luxury, Idle- 
neſs, pat them into bad Company , place 
them in bad Families, bad Callings , never 

ay for them. Better be Herod's Hog than 

is Child; feed their Horſe, their Dog, 
ſtarve their Child. | 

3. Thenthe Great, and Rich, and Proſpe- 
rous Men in this World, the Wiſe the Migh- 
ty and Snccefsful Politicians, arc not fuch 
happy and wiſe Men, as they ſeem and pre- 
tznd to be ; if they cannot ſee one Foot be- 
neath their Grave, nor one hours happineſs 
beyond their Death-bed groans. No won» 

de 
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der they cry out at laſt, and refuſe to be 
comforted ; why they are loſt to all Eterni- 
ty, no comfort, to fay, think of your Ho- 
nour, your Wealth, your Fealts, your Far- 


niture 3 no, one gripe, one grim look of 


Death will ſwallow up all. That Atheiſti- 
cal Politician that declares the ſucceſs of Ce- 
far Borgiow as to all the World, only had not 
made Proviton againſt his own Death, but 
poyſon'd himſeif, when provided for ano- 
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ther, and fo blaſted all his Dekgns, fhew'd. 


hus folly and madneſs. 

4. Then fin is no ſuch ſmall trifling thing 
as the World would perſwade themfelves and 
others. It's a ſtab to the Soul to Eternity, 
cruel Venom and Malignity, ſpread over all 
Body and Soul, rorment cach part. It's a 
bitter Drop that will fo imbitter an-Occan 
of Eternity. No wonder good Men cry out 
againlt jt, weep becauſe of it. 

s. Andthen Holineſs, and StriQtnefs, Di- 
ligence and Striving in Good is commenda- 
ble, this juſtifhes good men in their greatelt 
and moſt fervent duties ; this ſhews why they 
bleſs God ſo much for Pardon, why they 
prize Chrilt, and all the Ordinances ; why 

twas the only thing David dehir d 2bove ns 
Kingdom and Polterity; David's Earthly 
Kingdom 15 loit, but he hath got an Heavenly 
Kingdom ; this makes good minilters fo car- 
neſt, cry aloud, beg and intreat. 

6. Then they are not in the beſt and ſafeſt 
Condition, that are moſt bold ja Sin , and 
| fearleſs of VVrath. 7, Thca 
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7. Then ſet to this work as your maiaand | pe 
only buſineſs, in all your affairs ; let nothin ſe 
hinder or tempt you toſin. VVhen one ha Of 
a great preſent ſent him, he ſent it back a- 
ain, and ſaid, Pray tell your Maſter, all I de- 
bre, be may pray, that 1 may not miſcarry for- 
ever. 

You have infinite cauſe to bleſs God, and 
admire his Goodneſs, if you are flying from 
this wrath to come, and have ſome hopes, 

how will it be when you come there ? 
9. Now this firft ſad conſideration affords, 


t. Matter of Lamentation. 2. Ground of 
Expoſtalation. And 3. Matter of Conſideratt- 
an, and ſerious Meditation. 


1: Matter of Lamentation. 

1. Bewail theſad condition of thine own 
Soul ; mourn over thy miſerable, Joſt un- 
doneſclf. You have wept for many trilling 
matters, and been vext and dif:juicted about 
others, their thoughts or ſpeeches of you, or 
carriages towards you z; when they {light 
you, or deal unworthily, m—— or 
falſely. But did you ever yet tall out with 
your ſelves, and betroubled about the buli- 
neſs of greateſt concerument, that you ſhon1d 
thus wound, itab, and rnine your ſelves? 
Could you bewail it with tears of blood, ? its 
not ſuttcient ; oh what weeping and wailing 
and gnaſhing of Teeth is in Hell, becauſe of 
this. How many bleſſed mercies, rich op- 

portunities, 
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id f portunities, choice advantages of doing your 
5 ſelves good, have yon cheated your ſelves 
of. Nay, 
I 1. Yoo have contriv'd it, defign'd it, ſtu- 
'- | dicdallways howto accompliſh this deceit, 
'- {| anddeſtruttion. Men are wiſe to do evil, 29.1 
they /ech, deep ta bid: their Counſel from » 
1 the Lord, and their works. are in the dark to de- 
1 ſtroy themſelves. All mens deſign is to wound 
, and hart themſelves, and not be difcover'd. 
As men deal craftily with others, ſo they do 
p to themſelves. Its a ſad thing, wh-n a-man 
hath wit enough, and make ofe of it, to rea» 
ſon himſelf into Hell, to plead againſt Good, 
and for evil. 
2. Men pleaſe themſelves in this ſclf-ando- 
ing; Sonl-ruiging work, they glory and boalt 
in their cunning craftineſs to deceive them» pg. , 
ſelves. The wicked boafterh of bis Hearts deſwe 5c. 
and blefſeth the covetous, whom the Lord abbor- 
reth, through his pride he will not own God, 
God 1: not in all bis thoughts, God's judgments 
are far above our of bis fight ;, be hath /aid in 
bus beart, I ſhall never be moved, for 1 ſhall ae- 
ver be in ad* erſuy, 
3. There is no convincing men of this 
folly and madneſs, and ſelf-deſtrution. 
"They will hearken to you in other matters. 
But let the Charmer charm never ſo wiſcly, 
they are as the deaf Adder that flops her tar. P$34.5- 
VVhat ſhall be done to convince Sinners ? 
Let Miniſters cry alond, and not ſpare, ſhew 
them their ſins, and their danger, it's all 
cn2. 
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one. God's Meſſengers cry out, Who bath 


Feet, 18. believed our report ? God ſays , Why will you 


lat. 


die, 1 have no pleaſure in your death, I had r#- 
ther you would turn and lrve. Why have you 
pleaſure in your own death ? cannot” you pt- 
ty your ſelves ? look on your own hands and 
cet with pity, and think , muſt theſe burn 
in Hell hre. : 

Shall I not pity mine own Body and Soul ? 
Shall Miniſters weep aver me, Parents or 0- 
ther Friends bewail my ſtubborneſs and .mi- 
ſery, and I not bewail mine own fad conditi- 
on? Ineceda ſoft tender Heart to monm'o- 
ver this hard, rocky, and deceitful Heart. 
Sometimes 1 have deſpair'd to preach of the 
great things of Salvation. I have been think- 
ing, Iam now going to the lick, to the woun- 
ded, to the poor, to the dying with offers of 
Life, Riches and Salvation , but all will be 
flighred. Were we to offer more of this 
World, how many would attend ? Could 
we offer and give 100or 20 1, a Week to every 
one that would pray an hour every day.in his 
Family, how many praying, at leaſt preten- 
ding Familics would there ben every Pariſh 
and Town ? Alas ! men ſee not the worth of 
Spiritual and Eternal mercies ; that a little 


P/. 19.10. Grace is worth thouſands of Gold and Silver ; 


that they may be rich, and healthy, and ho- 
nourable , and not periſh eternally : That 
they cannot be holy, but they muſt be eyer- 
laſtingly happy. A man may have a careful; 
tender Father, a loving indulgent Mother, 
{deſirable 
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deſirable-and pleafing Wite and Children, a 
pleaſant habitation,acomperent maintenance, 
and yer periſh 3 hut a Man can't have God 
for his Father, Chrift for his Saviovr, the 
iſes for his Portion, and Heaven for his 
Home 'and Inheritance, but he muſt be un- 
conceiveably bleſſed. And yer no convincing 
of perſons as to their own good moſt will 
own-.and acknowledge this to others ; that 
ſach good Men are happy, and "ſuch wicked 
wretthes miſerable,} bur not apply it to their 
own Souls. 
2. It's 'mattzer of Lamentation as to the 


'whole ' World, thar- this deceitis fo general + 


and univerſal; take it as toall Ages. You 


find all Prophets complaining in their days, $.,.c tes 


as to-great Men, and mighty Men, and 

Men, as to Prophets and Prieſts, arid all the 
People, that they decive themſelves, and de- 
ceive one another. © How fad, thar but one 
Noah in the whole World, but one Zorin all 
Sodom ;, nay, the Apoſtle complains, and 


Tt 


Chriſt himſelf, that few would be yn-de- 7, 
ceiv'd : None Righteous, no not one; not one 11. 


that ſeeketh after God, Had they falſe Pro- 


phets or good Miniſters, "ſtill deceirful, and + , 


deſtroying themſelves. 

So 1:1 all Countries, Towns and Pariſhes ; 
difterent perſons difterent tempers, diſpoſi- 
tions, contrary Religions, but all agree in 
this common deceit of felf-deceiving z Ler 
ther be little difterent opinions in our coun- 
try, one deſtroys himfelf with Pride, ano- 
ther 
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ther with Hypocriſy, athird with Covetou- | ® 
neſs, ſevere againſt each other, but favou- | © 
rable to themſelves ; ſome let none; eſcape 
their Cenſures, but themſelves. 

3.1t's to be bewail d,that this deceit ſhould Y 
be fo groſs, that Mcn ſhould haſten to-Hell 3 © 
with their eyes wide opengrun into tin againſt | © 
the clear lizht of the Word, nay-the-con- 
victions of their own Couſciences. - : As: ( 
propahne wretcth confelled, his RR 
were too ſtrong for his convictions and Con- 
ſcience : The Apoſtle ſays, that ſuch-know 
themſelves worthy of death, yet will hve 

rem,+.taf, and take plcaſnre in it. Men can't bot know 
that they _y wrong their Souls, and yetgo Þf « 
on, cat, and drink andlaugh, upon the-brank 
of deſtrution. How many T houſand inthis 
Nation, that are as merry and unconcern'd as 
if all were well, they ſhall find all rorren. 
There is no need of convincing them that 
they are wicked, they know it, no nor that 
wicked Men mult periſh eternally, they own 
it, but ſtill not apply this to thematelves. To 
ſay, lam the Man. 

4. That this deceit and nndoing ſhould be 
of ſuch dreadful conſequence, and yetnotre- 
garded. Were it the loſs of an Eye, oran 
Hand, or Houſc or Cattle, it were fad ; - but 
to loſe Body and Soul, God, and Chriſt and 
Heaven,and all good ; and this loſs irrecove- 
rable, and irreparable,never to be made up in 
rt ſelf, nor to be made amends tor any other 
way; nay, to fall iato dreadful and unfpeak- 

ablz 
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able miſery and torment. How can this 


be ſufhciently bewail d. 

2. Here is matter of Expoſtalation. 

May 1 expoltulate, and yet reaſon with 
you Sinners, will you yet hear and conlider, 
that have rejected fo many Councils and 
calls ? 

1, Why will you die Sinners ? D-:ath is 
terrible in it ſelf, Hut what is eternal Death ? 
Why will you love Death, and choſe it 
above, and before Life ? If others will die, 
and no ſtopping them, you can't perſwade 
them, why will you deſtroy that being, 
that foul and body of your own ? What hurt 
have you done your felves, that you have 
ſuch inplacable malice agaialt your own 
Souls, as to chuſe curling rather than bleſſing, 
and Death rather- than Lite. W hat have you 
to plead for Sin ? What 15 there ſo defirable 
in 4t, as rather die your ſelves, then that Sin 
ſhould die ? Are not Soul-faving ways better 
for the preſent ; is not ſobricty better than 
temperance and exceſs, paticnce than paſſion, 
contentment than covetonſneſs. All th: ways 
of Sin are hurtful, troubleſome and biiter. 

2, Let me exfo;itulate with you about ſelt- _ 
ſalvation. What have you to plcad againſt 
it ? Come let us reaſon together : Arc not 
your ways un-equal, and theſz ways cqual ? 
Is it not a blciled thing, to live, loving,and 
honouring and praiſing God on Earti, as your 
Friend, Lord and Father, and come to enjoy 
bim and all good with him to all Egernity ? 
Is 
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Is not Heaven large, and good, and long 
enough to reward all yoar labour of Love 
Are the terms too hard, and the way too 
{trait ? Can you defire ſnch matchleſs gory 
on caher terms ? Do not you labourand {weat 
more for this World, that promiſes little,and 
performs lefs ? Will it not caſt you off at laſt, 
and affard you but a ſmall hole to lay your 
dead itinking Corps in ; but in this way you 
may have an Houſe not made with hands, 
ermal m the Heavens. 

Would you have Chriſt do more for 
—_ die or ſuffer more for you ? Can you' buy 
at an higher, at a dearer rate ? To fave you 
lolt, and utterly undone; he might have 
given Kingdams for yoo, but in this he had 
not ſhewn ſo mnch love; in this God and 
Chriſt ated ro the higheſt; he might have 
made more glorious Heavens and Earth, and 
ſhewn more power and wiidom, and have 
deſtroy d and puniſh'd tinners more terribly, 
and have ſhewn greater wrath ; but could he 
aw greater love than this, to dic and loſe 
himſclt for a time to win and gain you. Now 
will you tell him to his face, that his Blood 
was needleſs, and that you were not fo dread- 
fully loſt, and wretchedly undone, that he 
thould dic to fave you ? He knows better than 
you; how carneſtly conld I plead with you 
on this account. I beſcech you by the mercies 
of God, in the bowels of Jeſus Chriſt. If 
there be any conſolation in Chrilt,it any com- 
fort in his love, if any Lowels of ' mercy, 
think 
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think on thoſe things, and do not delſtro 
your ſelves, when Chrilt hath done fo —_ 
to fave you. Why will you be-grudge him 
the purchaſe of his blood, the travel of his 
Soul ? All he requires, is, let me fave thee, let 
me love thee ; Can you deny ſuch requeits ? 
If you will deny him, and periſh rather, yet 
why wyl you fpitin ht> face, trample on his 
blood, and make it common or unclean ? 
Why will you in derifon and contempt ſwear 
by his blood and wounds ? Why will youcall 
upon , him to damn you, when you ſhould 
pray to him to fave you ? If yoo will nor 
priſe his yearning bowels,do not kick at them, 
do not make his wounds bleed, and Crmsty 
him a freſh ; Why do you ſometimes pretend 
love ? Why do you laugh at thoſe that do 
prize him, and- boaſt of other bargains and 
lovers 2 What ſhall be faid to Sinners? Chritt 
would have you give np your f{ctcs 5 ae ber 


you, though you 2re hs betore,he will accept 


IT 4S 2 ENT, AC will IC ROTTOW TON TO MIT nd 
yon, and give you back to your tel7cs agann g 
he will but take away th: drofs, your hich, 
your {icknets, your burden 1; he will make you 
found and hcart-whole, he wall crown you 
with Glory and Honour, and make you truly 
good 8 3nd of worth » NOW yUuut Meart 1s 
Gecerttal and detperartely wicked, hard and 


[pc 
unbelizving, he will make it tender, humble, 
and Heavenly, and fo tor Head, Tongue, and 

Lite, 
But If von will not hcarken to, and Jove 
Chriſt, yet love your ſelves; if you will nor 
ST accepr 
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accept of this Salvation, he will barn, he 
will deſtroy you. He that now woes and 
intreates, and came at firſt lowly and meck, 
will come ſhortly in flaming fire,reveal'd from 
Heaven with his mighty Angels, to take ven- 
geance of thee. 

Whar ſhall I fay, would you have Chriſt 
woe and intreat more, ſend other Meſſengers, 
and make other propoſals, can he offer you 
more than he doth ; more than himfſelt and 
Heaven, and all in it; 15 he not altogether 
worthy and able ? Can others do any thing 
for you, is therc any other name ? Can you 
kelp your ſelves without him ? 

3. Matter of information and ſerious con- 
ſideration. 

1, What an unſpeakable mercy is it, if we 
are in a hopeful way of being fav'd from all 
this dreadful wrath ; it we are undeceiy d. 

2. On the other hand how fad is their con- 
dition that have no fricnds, or helpes ro un- 
deceive them; not only a deceittul Heart 
within, but careleſs Parents, bad Examples, 
wicked Neighbours? all flatterers and np 
friends to their Souls. 

3. Then it's a buſineſs of great concern- 
ment, and a work that requires care, watch- 
fullneſs, pains,and diligence ta have thisBody 
and Soul cternally ſavy d ; were it  ecalic as 
many, moſt think, fo nrany wiſe and lear- 
ned, and rich and wary Men wovld not miſ- 
carry {o wretchcdly as they do. 


4. WC 


XUM 


UM 


whether he ſhall be Saw dor Loft. 


4. We have cauſe to admire and priſe the 
free Grace of God, that can fave from this 
dreadful Hell, and make us unſpeakably 


happy. 
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Come tothe Second grand Motive to per. 
ſwade Men to conlider ſeriouſly ; what re- 
j0yCing there will be within,what an unſpeak- 

able mercy, if Body and *oul are fav'd. 1 
need not enter upon this large ſubject ; there 
are many excellent choice Treatiſes to ſhew 
the Glory and happineſs ot Heaven ; none 
doubt but that it's enoagh, large, and ſweet, 

and laſting enough, that believe any thing of 
that Bleſled Stato. Conld you but belieze 
that your Bodies ſhould riſe out of the Grave, 
and meet the Lord in the Clouds in the Air, 
coming with his Milions of Blazing Angels : 
Eye hath not ſeen, .nor Ear heard, nor can 
it he thought on anſwerable to its greatneſs. 
To be deliver'd from all thoſe Miferies and 
Sins betore-mention'd,,” and have thy Body 
and Soul inſtated in Glory, when others 
ſhall cry to the Monntains'to fall on them 
and hide them from the wrath of the Lamb, 
and their Hearts failing them for fear, then 
to lift up thy head with joy, becauſe thy re- 
demption draws nigh to hear God (: ay, come 
thou bleſſed, when he ſays toanother, go rhou 
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earſed ;, caſt others into lakes of fire and 
brimſtone, and bring thee into his Bleſſed 
Preſcnce, in whoſe Preſence is fulneſs of joy, 
and at whoſe right hand therr are pleafnres, 
Rivers for abundance, the Rivers of God for 
excellency and for duration for cvermore. 
Did yon believingly ti), ſhall very ſhortly 
be with Gods Saints and Angels, now 1 am a- 
moneſt troubles, Toads and Vipers, but 1 ſhall 
very ſhortly {in no more, and God wil wipe 
away all Tears from mine eyes, and none can 
riſe after his bleſled hand, How lutle and 
inconliderable would this World feem with 
all its crolles and comforts, did you be'i-ve 
this, you would throw this World as dirt 
and dogs-meat at, your heels. 

Do you judye thoſe great and good things 
can be had without {-eking, Oi very ealily ; 
your the nature, greatne(s, worth and fpiri- 
tuality of them,no worth call for lite, vigour 
carneltneſs. Yon may triille about ſhaws 
and pebblcs, ſleep and be weary, .dull and 
droaniſh, at your meals, about your 
mony, .Cc. Lut yon cant Dra\ jo, to ſuch a 
God , and tor (uch a Heaven. Whatever 
hnners think of it, they will fhod and know 
one day, that their was more labgur requir'd 
on Gods day, then on their,own more lite, 
zeal and fervency requir'd about eternal life 
and c\ cilaſting glory, than about houſes of 
Clay, and tus traſh, A great God mult have 
great praiſe, great fear, and honour dub to his 
name. We cant Joye him as God, unleſs 

with 
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with all our Hcart and Soul : Nor muſt the Deur. 6.5, 
greatneſs of the work affrighten or diſcou- 
rage us. 'Is it not my concernment to he 
bleſſed and happy as well as another 2 Why 
may not my TFongne praiſe God, and my 
Heart love him ? This is the way good Men 
walk'd in, they did [trive, and pray and 
wreſtle ; and if 4 would have their mer- 
cies and priviledges, why ſhould not I do the 
fame work ? If 1 expett the like Harveſt, I 
muſt ſow the ſame Seed. Havre | any thing Gd. 6. 7. 
to do at preſent, that is.better, or of greater 
or nearer concernment ? Can I expect ſuch 
mercy and talvration any way clic ? What 
are the deſires, hopes, fears , love and joy of 
the Sonl given me for, butto theſe ends ; they 
will be loſt any way clſc ? If 1 lovea friend 
that is dying, or may be falſe,it can't anſwer 
my love, | fave the life of an immortal Sonl, 
that would love an immortal, ncver-dying, 
ever-living, ever-loving God. 

1. Be fully ſatisfied, you may be more ſure 
of this happine6, than of any thing elle. 
Thar theſe eternal mercics may be yours, and 
you made everlaſtinzly happy, that all the 
Nevils in Hell, and all the Mcn in the World 
can't hinder you, nor deprive yon of it. We 
have all the aſſtrrances imaginable of being 
made fully and compleatly happy in Heaven 
whatever can ſettle any inheritance or rood 
to Men on Earth, God hath declar'd in his 
word, that all fuch ways Heaven ſhall be 
made ſore to'us. It ſeems ſo great and good, 

(2 3 and 
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and we ſovile and unworthy, that we are apt 
to fear and doubt, it can never be our por- 
tion and inheritance, 1 might divide this 
into ſeveral Heads, in general with reſpect 
to God the Father, what can't an Almighty 
God do by power? what can't the Lord of all 
the World do in bounty * What will not the 
true and faithful God do according to his 
word ? what will not a Graciovs Father, full 
of love and tender bowels do for his Chil- 
dren? and as to Chriſt our Saviour, what 
will not he give that gave himſelf, that 
died, that purchas'd it, that cſpous'd us as his 
own, that is our Advocate to plead for us, 
that, is our Conquerour. But I ſhall rather 
take them as ſo many diſtint Heads. We have 
it by Gods choice of us, by his good will 
to vs, by his free gift, by his mighty power, 
by fitting 2ad qualifying us ; #y adopting 
us, by making us new creatures, we have it 
by Birth, by title of Law, by agreement on 
both ſides, by purchaſe, a price ſufhcient 
paid for it, bought to the full ; and by ſale 
and bargain,we mult buy it too ; by conqueſt, 
Chriſt conquering for vs, in us, and by us ; 
by near Rclation and Son-ſhip, by folemn 
engagements, Gods Promiſe, Writings, Oath, 
his Seal ; by clear evidences in us, our deſires, 
hope, faith and joy z we have thecarneſt, 
the fore-taſtes of the Spirit ; we -have the Re- 
cords of Heaven, onr Names Written there, 

and the conſent of all there, we have it as 

wages and reward, and we have it in preſent 


polleſſion. 
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poſſeſſion. But of all theſe I ſhall ſpeak apart, 
and particulary afterward. 


x. On our parts it's clear, in our defires 
after it, expeQting, aud waiting, and ho- 
ping, and believing, and ſtriving, and run- 
ning, and rejoycing in hope; all thoſe are 
clear evidences within us. God had never 
wrought theſe things in our Souls, but that 
he will fatisfie, and anſwer them. He that 1 Per-1.3- 
bleſles the Body, in ſatisfying its hungrings, 
will abundantly fill the hungry Soul. He 
hath begotten us again unto this lively hope, 
to an inheritance incorruptible.” He that be- 
lieves is ſaid to have everlaſting life, and to 
receive already the end of their Faith, the 
ſalvation of their Souls, Heb. 10. 34. know- 
ing in your ſelves, that you have in Heaven 
a better and enduring ſubſtance, 

2, It's firm and fure in it ſelf, © that this 
truth ſtands firm upon the ſtrongeſt aſſuran- 
ces, as ſure as the great Almighty God can 
do it, as ſure as an all-wiſe God knows how 
todo it; as ſure as a faithful true God can- 
not but do it ; as fure as a gracious Father, 
full of tender bowels , will fave thoſe he 
dearly loves ; as ſure as Chriſt the Son of 
God did not dye and ſuffer in vain ; as ſure 
as his Blood cannot be as Water ſpilrt on the 
ground, and loſt ; as ſure as he muſt ſee of 
the travail of his Soul, and be ſatisfied ; as 
ſure as he and his Father cannot, will not 
ſuffer any to be pluckt out of their hands), as 
G4 ſure 
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ſore 25 the head is above the Waters, and his 
members cannot be loſt,but muſt have a com- 
plcat body, and not a member of his myſti- 
cal body cannot be broken oft; as fure as 
he will not looſe his ranſom ; as ſure as he 
can fave to the uttermoſt ; as fure as he will 
not break the braiſed Reed, but bring forth 
Judgement into Victory; as fure as his 
Prayers and Interceflions are always effetu- 
al and prevalent ; as ſure as the Holy Ghoſt 
is a comforter that will abide in and with 
you for cver ; as ſure as God will never fet 
the Scal of his Spirit on the Devils Coin ;, as 
ſure as the peace Chriſt and the Spirit gives 
is ſuch as the World cannot take away ; as 
ſure as theſe ſpecial gifts and graces are with- 
out repentance z as ſure as they are an incor- 
ruptible ſeed, of an immortal nature, a wel 
of Water within that will ſpring up to life 
everlaſting ; as ſure as your repentance is 
{uch as you thall never repent of; your de- 
lircs, and hungrings, and thiritings ſuch, as 
nothing but cternal mercy will ſatisfy ; as 
ſure as your Hope, Faith, and Joys are fixed 
on eternal Objects 3 as fure as God will ne- 
ver alter one 1ota or tittle of his word, but 
Heaven and Earth ſhall ſooner fail ; as ſure 
as the rich, tull, and over-abounding pro- 
miſes of grace and mercy,are Yea, and Amen, 
in Chriſt, and ſhall never prove dry Breaſts 
and empty Wells. What ſhall 1 more ſay ? 
the time would fail me to tell of all the a{- 
furances in the word, and in this world, and 
the 
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the other. I ſhall not mention this Heaven, 
this Sun, Moon, and Stars, this. Earth that 
ſeems to ſtand ſo firm ; I ſhall not mention 
the love of the tendereſt Mother to her ſuck- 
ling Child, << may forget : But 1 ſhall ſum 
up all; as ſure as all the preparation and 
provifon by God the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, made in Heaven, ſhall not be ia vain ; 
ſo ſurely ſhall you be wonderfully, un-altera- 
bly, compleatly, and everlaſtingly bleſled, 
if youare truly Good, and fiacercely Religt- 
ous. 

2. It may now be expected that I ſhould 
inkft largely on this great and aſtoniſhing 
Happineſs, if ſelf be ſav'd to ſhew how great 
this Salvation is. There are many excellent 
and choiſe treatiſes about it. I can ſcarce 
forbear to enlarge on this great and weighty 
lubject. 


1, Your Being at preſent you prize and 
value, if any way comfortable, full and ho- 
nourable ; but | might ſhew yon, this will 
reader your Being tranſcendent and firpaſ- 
ling ; it's ſet out by whatever is plcafing, ho- 
nourable or profitable, to raiſe our cltcem 
and value of it ; the word tells you its beyond 


theſe Ears and Eys, and our very Concep- Its. 64. 4. 


tion and apprehenſion 3; that 2 Cor. 4. 17. 


werender it far more exceeding and erernel xg) mg- 
weight of glory. The Greek words cannot be faris is 
render'd mto Engliſh; whatſoever is high and #mg&.- 


great, it's fet out by, would you be rich, be 
glo- 
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glorious and ſhining, live, and not dye, live 
and ſing Allelujabr? Vvould you reign ? 
would you rejoyce with Joy unſpeakable ? 
would you be Kings and Prieſts for ever ? 
would you have Soul and Body happy? why 
the Body that is /own in weakn:/s ſhail be raiſed 
i= power ;, not able to lift an Hand or Finger 
in the Grave againſt a VVorm, fall like a 
Log, aStone, rais'd a ſtrong Body; ſown in 
diſhonour , how diſgraceful, vile and con- 
temptible , and deformed, a dead Carcaſe, 
raisd Beautiful, Comely, and Glorious ? 
Shine as the Stars, as the Sun z nay, made 
like unto Chriſt's glorions Body, as the Son 
of Righteouſneſs; all deformities, defetts, 
and weakneſles remov'd, blindneſs and lame- 
neſs gone ; as one Martyr ſaid comfortably 
to another going to the Stake : All the in- 
cumbrances and troubles attending the Body 
removd, no more pinching Hunger, nor 
ſcorching thirſt, no weeping Eyes, no wea- 
rineſs nor pain, Rev. 21. 4. God ſhall wipe 4- 
way all tears from their eyes, no more death, nei- 
ther ſorrow nor crying , neither any more pain, 
Ch. 22. 3- there ſhall be no more cxrſe; nor v. 
$. - night or darkneſs. VVould you get 
Bread of Life, Water of Life, a Sun that will 
never ſet, a Life that will never end, Friends 
that will never dye, nor fail you, an Habi- 
tation that will never caſt you out ; then be 
wiſe for your ſelves, I mean for your Souls. 

How glad would Men be to continue this 
being in proſperity to all Ages z but were 
IT 
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it poſſible, how low and mean to this above. 
But then for the Soul, how great and glo- 
rious, ſhining and tranſparent, pleaſant and f1.uu,, 
joyful, rich and beautiful ; oh this breath of ,xinoun 
God, this temple of the Holy Ghoſt, this 
ſeat of all Heavenly Graces, this partaker of 
the Divine Nature. What will this Soul 
know, love and ſee ; what the joys of the un- 
derſtanding are above the ſenſual pleaſures ; 
much more will this be above all that is faid 
of the Body. 
3. Take them both together, it is to make 
a rich, perfe(t and full Being ; nothing wan- 
ting to compleat your Happineſs. 
2. Would you be happy with all kind of 
Gar ineſs, with all Mercies and m— 
Can Heaven and all in it, can God, Chrif, 
Angels and Saints make you happy ? There 
is a Kingdom and Crown, durable Riches 
and Righteouſneſs, Rom. 2. 7. Ge. Glory 
and Honour, and Immortality. As all Can- 
dles, and Stars, and Torches difappear art 
the riſing of the Sun; fo all theſe earthly 
matters go out at the ſhining forth of the Sun 
of Righteouſneſs in all bis Glory. When 
Chriſt comes at laſt, and thy Body and Soul 
mount up into the Clouds , into the Air to 
meet him, and go triumphing with him into 
Heaven ; then all the Angels and Saints ap- 
pear jn their ſhining Robes, with Palmes 
of Glory in their hands, and Crowns on their 
heads, and the high praiſes of God in their 
| mouths. What joy and triumph, when = | 
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ſhall find you are fav'd. after all your falls and 
fears, doubts and Gdultrattions, 'deliver'd out 
of Captivity, a P:iſon, a Dungeon, 'a, Hell, 
and brought to this unſpeakable, matchleſs 
_, __ .. Glory.lf ſuch comfort now in Qrdinances, in 
is queen. fecking God ; if oneday here be worth athou- 
is quan ſand cliewhere,whar i: a glympſe of thisGlo- 
invenicuti, ry, worth all we ever had in our whole 
lives. Great and manifold. is that goodnefs 
God hath and doth lay out upon ns here every 
day ; but ohthow great is that goodneſs God 
hath laid up for them thar fear him ; we have 
many mercies 1n this vale of Tears, in this 
howling Wilderneſs, what ſhall we receive 
in our Heavenly Canaan, in the mount of 
Glory f 
3. Would you be happy and bleſſed thus 
in the higheſt degree, to the fulleſt meaſure ? 
T here 1s great difference in our joyes and hap- 
pineſs here. Much difterence between the joy 
at the finding a loſt Groat,and a loſt Child, 
long lookt for full of Fears, and at laſt found. 
How thy Heart leaps for joy, at the fight of 
a Chriſt ! Here we ſoon over-reach, over- 
look, over-hope, promiſe our ſelves much in 
ſuch a condition and relation, and diſappoin- 
Nee Chri-ted ; bur expett as much as you will here, 
fur oe 34+ not decciv'd Did John leap at the Salutation 
_— of Chrii's Mother.How will thy Hcart leaps 
datos for joy at the ſight of Chriſt, oh that Chriſt 
thar dyed for me, that lov'd me fo dearly, 
that woo'd me fo lovingly, that prevail d up- 
on me ſooften, that raviſh'd my Soul with 
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his love ; oh how fll'd,: rais'd, and raviſhd 
at the fight of him ! Whar joy to- the Prodi- 
gal to be received into his Fathers Arms! 
How ({weet the home and reſt to the weary 
Traveller / - is Intieritance to the Heir! 2 
Feaſt ro the RHunger-ſtarv'd! an Haven to 
the tolt and almoſt Ship-wrackt ; all rhis,and 
much more will this he to thee. 

4 Would you bethns happy without any 
mixtures, allays cor interal n * Here if 
we dclight i& a Child, or m—_ there 15 one 
thing 'or other often imbirters it. Fain 
would the food, fooliſh, indulgent Mother 
pleaſe her (els, glut her Eyes with,and Glory 
an here £on,and it may be he ſcorns Jlavphs at 
her, and is ſtubborn : : hat if one thing he 
\leating,nany other mazrers are croſs. There 
ewHl be all joy, ng forrow, all day, no 
night; 'bere 1s a time to-weep as well as to 
lavgh;: there is nothing croſs or diſturbing, 
God always ſhining, Heaven always pl. aliog, 
the Company all delightſom. 

s. Wouldywou be to happy for ever, then 
be thus wiſe for your ſelves. Here Men in all 
their Glory and Abundance have a damp at 
the thoughts of Death. Mcthinks it deadens 


mein reading the brave glorious Atchieve- 


ment<of Alexander and the Ce/ars, 2nd ther 
ſucceſs, when 1 think , but where are they 
now ? ' That ſaying ſeems ſevere of one to A- 
riſtorle. Thou art admird where thou art not, 
and tormented where thou art. All the Glory, 
Wealth, and Proſperity of a ſinner 1s ſwa!- 
[ \ 2d 
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lowed up with that one ſentence, Thou fool 


this mght thy ſoul ſhall be requir'd of thee ;, but 
if truly Good, thy happineſs ſhall never end. 
Art the obſervation of all this Glory and 
Goodneſs, conclude, as P/al. 135. O give 


* 


mercy exdureth for ewer. O ove t 


thanks unto the Lord, for be is _ 


for bus 


anks wnto the 


God of Gods, for bns mercy enilureth for ever. 
Who alone doth all theſe great wonders, for his 
mercy endureth for ever, who pardoneth all my 
ſins, for bis Alercy endureth for evty. This and 


that tin, for, &c. Wholoadeth 
theſe benefits, for bis mercy endur 


> 


with all 


for ever. 
Live, and live for ever, love God, and love 
him for ever ; his Face always ſhines upons 


me, his Glory never leaycsadorning me, his 
loving kindnels never, never leaves refrething 
me. It's no blaſphemy, but a real truth, 1 
ſhall be happy and blelled, as long as the God 


of Heaven is happy and Bleſſed ; this muſt be 


ſo, becauſe Chriſt's purchaſe, blood, and 
Merits deſerve everlaſting happineſs, the 
blood of the Erernal God, the rack the foun- 
dation ſo, and the building and ſaperſtra- 
Cture ſo, alſo a building of God eternal in 
the Heavens ; on this God's love to us is 
grounded, and the love of an everlaſting 
Hol. 2.19, God mult be eternal, and fo the mercies thar 
: flow from it. God will not forſake his here 


on Earth, ſurely then not in Heaven; there- 
' fore Grace is above Gold, becauſe it's of an 


everlaſting nature; indeed all that is ſpoken 
of in Hcaven, is ſaid to be ſo; a Kingdom 


everlaſting 


=— 
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Everlaſting, Life Eternal, Inheritance incor- 
ruptible, a weight of Glory eternal, pleaſures 
for evermore. 
But 1 ſhall more particularly treat of the 
greatneſs of their happineſs here, and here- 
after, and of the certainty of it. 


i. They are happy and bleſſed, that are ſo on 
all accomms, every way, but /o are you. 

2. And they are happy that can't be made vile 
and mi[crable. , 

3. And they are jo in compariſon of whom all 
ethers are wretched and cur ſed. 

4. They are jo, whom all account ſo. God, 
Spirits, good and bad, Men good, and bad. 


1, They are ſurely bleſſed, who are fo on 
#ll accounts every way, but {o arc thoſe that 
are lavd. 

(1.) They are all over fav'd. 2. They 
have all kind of Salvation. 

1. They are perfett happy ſubjefts of Sal- 
vation. Bleſſed are their heads, fraught with 
the knowl-dge of God and Chriſt whom to 
know is lite cternal 4 bleſſed their Hearts, 


f11'd with love to God, and all the graces of 


the Spirit. Before an hard, proud, unbe- 
lieving deceitful Heart, now tender, humble, 
broken, Gods delight. A wicked Heart 13 
ſaid to be little worth, indeed it's the moſt 
. dreadful judgement, the plague of an hard 
Heart, not pray, nor hear ; nor priſe mercies, 
nor bear attuctions, nor be the better, but the 
worliec. 
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Tit, 1. 15. All means and mercies in judgement to ſuch 


an Heart, bur this a tender, teachable, loving 
Heart, an Heart after Gods own Heart. 

Bleſied Conſcience , tender, teachable, 
comforting ; whereas the wicked Mans con- 
ſcience is a terror, a mevor milabib, an Hell 
upon Earth ; this an Hca+cn a rejoycing., 

All aftetions, bleſſed love, to love a God, 
a Chriſt, all good, Heaven, fuch a Father, 
ſach a bleſſed Saviour ; SyOrrow, and hatred 
and indignation againſt Sin,fo vile, how good, 
fear ſuch anHell,and rejoyce in hope of Glory. 

Bleſſed eyes for the things they fee now,and 
cars for thar they hear now,but what glorious 
things here-atrer. 

Bleſſed Tongues that praiſe God on Earth, 
and ſhall ſound forth Praifes and Hallejuwah's 
with Saints and Angels in Heaven. 

Bleſſed hands and feet that work for Hea- 
ven, and can infſuch a bleſled Way. 

Nay, bleſſed are your fighs and groans, 
God hath a Book of remembrance for them ; 
Bleſſed your. Tears, a Bottle for them 

They are blciſed in all places and cond1- 
tions,” ſick or poor, or dying. Job as happy 
on the dunghill with his fores, as in his Houſe 
and Pallace ; Lazarx as happy at Dives s door 
begging, as if with him eating of the dam- 
tics; and as fir to be carried by Angels into 
Abraham's boſom. A lewel is of the fame 
worth in the dirt, as in a choice Cabinct. 

A Philoſopher wore one day a rich Mileſeon 
Cloak, and another day, a mean plain c_ 
a 
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and he ſaid, be was ſtul the fame. Let-@ 

o0d Man be worth an Hundred Pound or a 

houſaad Pound, or but Tea Pound, it's 
all one as to his real worth. All that adds 
not 2 Cubit to his trne ſtatnre. Let him be 2 Cs, 4. 
ſick, he is happy, and gaining, he is thriving 
whilſt decaying, gaining whilſt loling. | A 

Man found ſuch good by 2 year 

ickneſs , that one year miſhng it, be 
Lord why had it thou not vifttcd me this-yean Cor non 
alſo? he found corruption. then ſo ſtrong. Yuaſti 
David could ſay, it's good for me that L have I 
been afflifted ; A wic =} Man can't Gay fa; non oe, 
he loſeth by his Troubles, he loſes Mony, and\atn ? 
health, and Eaſe by a long licknels , but 
gains nothing, | | 

Nay this good Man is happy, dying,.and xy. 4. 
dead, as well as living. Bleſſed re —_ 
that die in the Lord ; 10us j5 their Death in 
the ſight of the Lord. To live is Chralt, and 
to dic is gain, A wicked Man can ſoon de- 
termine -which is better to div, or live; hut 
good Paul knew not which to chooſe, better 

r him to dies and be with Chriſt, nay beſt 
of all. So happy in 2ll places, abroad, .\ at 
home, bleſt going out and coming in, lying 
down and riling up at all times, bleſt Mor- 
ning, Even, and at Noon, and therefore be 1s 
then bleſſing God; ay,at midnight a wicked 
Man looſeth all, and is curſt, he ſaves his 
Night watches, he is gaining at mid-niznt, 
I knew @ good Man that weptin old ige, / 
being drowhe and ficeping all the Night, be- 

H wail'd 
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waild it, and-fid, O my blaſſed' waking 
Nights. Many times never better than in the. 
daik Night, t® coOverſe with God, ont of the 
fight Wnud noiſe of th- World. Commune 

- with © your Hearts on - your Beds, and be 

Pſal. 4. WQlL. t 

Iunquem A Let this good Man be alone, he can ſay 

oy Lo often, never better than alone ; and when in 

quum 01MS, any, actiergaring good of doing good. 
"let him be ' in the bottom df-tho 'Sea, in 
"the Whygle's 'belp; ont ' of ' the © battbin- , 
of fadh a Hl, wy; let him Hef in the 
Dingeon,in the Stocks, ling and give praiſes, 
Jer hum be banift'd to-the ends of the Earth, 
God ſhall hear from him. 
What ſaid a good Man of Bantfhinent, Tow 
cannor” banifh me "br of my Fathers Conmrey, 
Another ſaid, the Way put of the - world 5 the 
vel ſub car. ſane theve as here, When Luther wat threat- 
ls vel in ned, and ſaid, Where would be be sf rhe Enemy 

#&/0 prevaiſd? anſwered, Either undiv Heaven, or 

1 Heaven, and aid chearfully, Lee ws fong the 
46 Pſalm, | 

Happy praying; happy eating- and drink- 
ing, happy ſleeping, and kappy plqwing, 

2, He 18the only happy man that hath all 
priviledges to make him happy. 
The removal bf all evil, and the confluence 
of all 'prnd 9 

The renoval of all Evil ; that is all fin and 
miſery. Now all h& fins are blotted ont, and 
they are dyinf 4-him,' and ſhall, wholly#e 
conlum'd, -and al} the ſad evils that attend 

them, 
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them. | God. ſays, Son or Daughter , ſpeaks 


peace, ſ#ys, Br of good cheer, gIVES 10- COM» 
fort, takes away the iti z, the burden of fin, 
and quiets the Soul. 

All good is bronght to the Soul, whet pri- 
viledges can be dofir'd more, or ereater or 
longer ? -blefled Father, and they muſt neais 
be happy Children ; bleiſed Spouſe,that haye 
ſuch an. Husband ; glorious and . rich-they 
that have ſach tuM, and tree,and oven-abins 
ding promiſes of Grace and Mercy ; that 
arc Heirs tofach an Inheritance 5 rhat now 
have ſuch treedom to the throne of Grace; 
that can pray, when, and where they pleaſe, 
and bc heard ;, that are mdeed a blethng- 10 
the Places, Pariſhes, or Families where wncy 
_ as 204 to the old World, and Zet to 

, God | 1d, if but Ten there, all /av d. 
——_ 21TSTO Jer my. pray yor for thts Feo«- 


ple, tie: hr Le ec, Let mea one. {2\ \ o 
; «1 
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l hen Gol 15 angry indeed. 2s if God ſhould 
ſay, «if any thipg or ; er (on _ \World pre- 
yail, theie would, Zr me hear thy voice 7 of 
K's fweet, win fec thy face for it 13 comeiy, 
That God thonld regard ſuch above all ' the /ſ+. $6. 1, 
World. - Lie heavens and earth the work of my 4 
band, but to this. man will 1look, that 1s poor 
and contrites beyond and aboue all clic; be is 
more 10 me 1h: heaven and earth, Every prayer 
H 2 of 
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of his is more worth than thouſands of Gold 


and Silver, WL 
In giving himſelf to God, he gives the beſt 
thing, will not accept nor Silver 
Nec tus þ. Without this ; not all Goods, nor Bodies 
were. «ce burnt, nor Tongues , unleſs the Heart, the 
mes fine» Man's ſelf. As God gives himſelf to him, its 
me. Bern. more than all the World : Others call for a- 
ny good, Lord it's the light of thy countenance. 
With your ſelves you give all, your time, 
your _— 5 parts, your names, your 
intereſt, as God in giving his Son, gives all 
with him. 
Now this gift is only of the beſt Men, 0- 
thers give their Tongues, their Knee, their 
Goods, but cannot givetheir Hearts. God's 
woe us to do this is the beſt gift we can 
receive from him. 


2. They muſt needs be truly and only happy, 
whom all account ſo. 


1. Mcn, Good and Bad, account them fo. 

Good men, David calls them the excellent of 

7 16. 3. the Earth, in whom was all his delight, 

though a King a Companion of them, 

never ſo poor. Whatever low hrs they 

have of themſelves, when they look in the 

Glaſs of their own Humility, very vile and 
contemptible, yet in the Eyes of a good man 

I. 15+ 4- honourable, he honours — » but the 
greateſt wicked man vile in his Eyes. A 

" worthy Divine in Priſon with Mr. Bradford, 

who 
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who would Subſcribe his Letters, Hypocrite 
Brad/ord, hard Hearted Bradford, bleſt God 
that he was in Priſon with that Angel Brad- 
ford, Says God in Heb. 11. wir. of ſome in 
dens, caves, with ſheep-thins and goat-thins, de- 
ftiemte, of whom the world was not worthy, and, 
as if he ſhould fay, it's pity. - Jewels 
ſhould lye in fuch a Dunghull World. One 
on the = ſays, if all the greateſt, the "2s: 
proudelt, with all their Kingdoms, Glory, 
and Riches, were put into one lide of the Bal- 
laace,and one of theſe poor totter'd, deſpis'd 
ones in the other ade, he would weigh down _ 
all. The People cry'd ont,when like to looſe 4 limgft 
Chryſoftom, better looſe the light of Heaven, w- rm. 
than the light that leads to Heaven. One gun, ut 
obſerves on Hero's Oath, that he might have Ch-yſolto- 
kept his Oath, and ſpar'd John Baprift s Head, mus non 
for his Head was more worth than all his © 
Kingdom. 

When Nazzanzen was leaving 2 place, pa Fne# 
good old Man broke out into a Paſſion, and Fm 
aid, Durſt thon father leave us, and carry + jice, 
way Father, Son, and "Holy Ghoſt with thee. 
How did Eliſha cry out with Elyab, My fa- 2Kings #. 
ther, my father, the Charice of iſrael, and the 1%- 
hor [emen thereof. | 

2, Bad men account them ſo, at preſent 
they have many Convictions, if ſpeak out, as 
Pilate's Wite, ſuffer many a twinge, they 
ſpeak well of them when they w——_— at 

our hours they ſpeak it out, in a day of con- 

viction, when the word ſtartle and awaken 
H 3 them, 
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in a day of publick Calamity z- what hard 
hearted Pharaoh will not fend for -a' Afoſes 
then, ard ſay, I have fnned: in the hour of 
hckneſs and death ;then when their faces wax 
pale, their joints fmite againſt cach other, 
their hearts fink and dye within them, then 
you may periwade them to any thing, then, 
oh that they corld aye the death of the righteous, 
and ia the day of Jndgment they ſpeak it out 
loudly to their own horrour and confuſion, 


2- Spirits good and bad, Angels and De- 
vils account themfo. The Devils ſhew it by 
their malice at their Souls, he did not aim 
at Job's Houlcs or Cattel, but his Integrity 
as a T liict aims at the Jewels not the Lum- 
ber.” He ſpar'd one Servant after another to 
provo*© him, and at laſt his Wife, which he 
might have cut off. He prevail'd fo well by 
Eve, that he would try this way again. The 
reaſon why he went into the Swine, was to 
provoke the Gadarenes from their Covetoul- 
neſs, to delire Chriſt todepart, and he pre- 
vaild, 

The Angels and Saints ſhew it ; by the 
Angels attending them, miniſtring unto 
them, and prying into the great myſtery of 
their Salvation ; but above all, by that ſhont 
and triumph there is in Heaven at the Con- 
verſion of 2 Sinner. 


3. God accounts them ſo, and this is more, 
and above all, He only knows what 15 good 
and 
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and. beſt} He declares in his word, his 
ts. of ' theſe above all the reſt 'of:the 


Warld ;calls theſe Wiſe,and the ather Fools, * 


let them be never © Great, Ricb, and Poli- 
tick, - God puts the higheft: yaluc on theſe, 
Heaven and Earth, and all attend ther. Jt» 
deed little mention is made of other Kings, 
and Great men, but as they had ſome reſpett 
to Geds People. Eut what hononrable men- 
tion doth God make of Abraham, and Ado- 
ſes, and David, and Job. Abraham my friend, 
bow waſt thaw nat afr aza to ſpegh. 67 awijt ny. ſer- 
.veasvt Moſes :. David 4 ber mine: Jem 
heart : Haſt tbou conſent my ſervant Joh, 
there 14 nowe Ake bum, | 
How God commend<thery for their Fauth ? 
* Heb, 1 1. How doth God ſpeak to them; ſpeak 


peace ? Comfort ye, comfort ye my people ſpeak. 


ye comfortably ro Jeruſalem: , Say 1& the: righ- Iſs. 40. 1+ 


reous it ſhall be'well with therg,, Son, be of gadd 
cheer, thy, ſins are- forgrven, Sends an Angel 
from Heaven to tell Dane, that he was he- 
loved, and his Prayer was heard ; ſends the 
Comforter into their hearts ta chear them ; 
ſpeaks kindly and lavingiy,: fulb: of bowels 
of compaſſion ; how docs he ſpeak for then, 
ſpeak terribly to their Enemics ? How: doth 
he ſpeak ot them, call them his Jewels, |-his 
Portion, his Inhcritance, the Apple of h 
Eye. , 
What great things doth Gad, do in-them, 


and for them, to ſhew'/how precions they” are - 


in his tight; give them all Grace , root-out 
H 4 their 


ab. 
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their Sin, change their Natures, make them 


ers of his own Nature ; what hath ' 
2 P4-1,3, 04 done for them, born a love to them from 


all eternity, given his dear and only Son out 
of his Boſom to dye for them, which is more 
than if he had given Sun, Moon; and Stars 
out of Heaven for them. God loved them 
ſo as cannot be expreſt, nor underſtood, oh 
the height, length, depth and breadth, vit's 


Epb.;, wt, paſt knowledge. 


What does God do for them, ſanQlify, ju- 
ſtify, heal, ſupport and comfort them, and 
make Heaven and Earth to ſerve them , and 
ſpend themſcives their ſervice ; tho' others 
partake of the Sun-ſhine , and Rain, of the 
dews of Heaven, and fatneſs of the Earth ; 
a Gardiner waters and dungs his Garden, 
and the Weeds partake of the nouriſhment ; 
but he doth it meerly for the ſake of the 
Herbs and Flowers. 

God gave them an excellent Body, and 
monderfaily maintains it, curiouſly wrought 
at firit, as with needle-work ; that the Eye 


M.139.15 ſhould fec ſuch vaſt Heavens and Earth at a 


ce, thatſo defended with Eye-brows, 
atrers to clap down, eight or nine defences 
for that little curious part, the apple of it ; 
that the Tongue can make ſuch a noiſe, ſpeak 
ſo diſtinftly; who coold make a piece of 
fleſh make fuch a ſound, that the throat made 
ſo curiouſly, as to receive down Meat and 
Drink, and convey'd into all parts of the 
Body t How many wonders in every = 
r 
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That the Teeth ſer fo exatly to meet, grind, 
"and chew the Food ; that the Hands plac'd 
at the ends of the Arms of fach a len 
from the Body, as to help, relieve and de-+ 
fend every+part; that all the Joints and 
bones ſo hang, as to move all preſently; 
that we can bow dowg, fit, kneel down, 
lycalong, rife up fo convenzeatly and com- 
bly, that the Brain is defended with 
ſuch a thick ſcull; and the Heart barracado'd 
and fenc'd with ſach Bones ; that we can 
ſtand upright and walk on ſach s ſmall part, 
and the Foot of that convenient bigneſs and 
breadth, as to bear np all the Body. + That 
one Leg of that length, as to be mov'd a 
convenient diſtance from the other, and © 
make ſpeed ; we may ſay, all my Zones, $i- 
news, fon 2nd Arterics may praite thee. 
Much more might be faid of the Soul and 
the intelleftual part. But all this is common ; 
certainly you cannot think that God gives this 
to them as to his People; when many ſweat 
with their Tongues,and their Eyes full of Va- 
ntiy. Withall, how dothGod maintain their Bo- 
dies? How many excellent, curious Creatures 
given for their delight and ſupport ; Sheep 
and Oren ſeem only to have their Life, as 
Salt to keep them freſh and ſweet for Man, 
when he pleaſes to take them down for his uſe. 
How many innocent Creatures dye for them 
to live ? What a glorious Fabrick made for 
them to view forty or ſixty years, to pals 
thorow to their Heavenly Canaan ;, and then 
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to be bornt op; not good, and great, and 
rich enough for them, there they muſt have 
Tacw Heaven and a new Earth, © wherein 

*dwelleth rightcouſneſs. But in this life God 
provides and gives greater and better things 
oh what a Treaſure in one Bible, what a 
blefling in all the Graces, 

Every day God feeds them with Bread of 
Lite, with Angels Food, and often with the 
body and blood of Chrilt. 

Every day ' cloath'd with the Robe of 


- Chriſt's Righteouſneſs. Every day guarded 


with Angels, nay with the God of Angels. 
God is ready to do much more tor you; 
he would give you much more, hath baud you 
ask what you will. But what will he do for 
you toall cternity ;; he will receive you to 
himſelf, and you ſhall be forever with the 
Lord, he will guide you by his Counſel, and 
bring you to his Glory. He will- at the 
great day bring you forthwith great Glory 
ſet the Crown on your Head, put the Robe 
of Glory on your Back, and the palme'-m 
your Hand; and joy im your Hcart, and the 
high praifes of God,'iand the Song of the 
Lamb in your Mouths. « Then Chriſt will 
ſay, Come ye bleſſed of my Father, bere 11 a kyng+ 
dom prepar d for you before the Foundations of 
the World ;, I told you' when you were on earth, 
if you ſuffer'd with me, and for me, you ſhnuld 
reion with me, Behold it 41] that ſpeak, to you, 
bebold the print of the nails, the piercing of the 
ſword, e cane our Blood to juſt ifie you, ard 
Water 
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Water to [anttifie and elean/e you, and my heart 
blood and loveto, and far wor.” 1 fay not now as 
f ormerly, come take up my ) "re, come take 

the croſs and follow me thorow bryars and thorny 
thorow blood and mud, ſweat and ftorms * No. 
your labonr 15 done, your ſorrow 11 paſt, your rave 
i run, here 14 the Crown ; your Enemies ave 
vanguſht, they hand there in chains trembling 
and confounded, bere 1s your conqueſt and trwmph, 


A great Perſon kiſt the holegvhere the Eye Conftar- 


. FIRE, 


was put out for his Service and Saffering ; 
how will Chriſt kiſs and embracg,” give ho- 
nonr and ſplendour for every Scir, Wound, 
Reproach and Perſecution for his ſake. 

Then God will reward you” openty : 
Here are your ſecret Prayers which noEye 
faw, nor Ear heard; all in ſmcerity to me in 
ſecret ; theſe MAlmes, theſe Fafſts onr 
of real fove to me ; here yonr Faith and Pa- 
tience, I told you your labonr ſhould not 
be in vain. I give you all this glory, as God 
ſaid to Abraham, Look Faſt-ward and Weſt. 
ward, &e, All this Kingdom of glory I give 
unto you, enter into your maſters joy, this can- 
not enter into you, It's too great, too rich, 
too large and altoniſhing. Though "twas 2 
narrow way, and a ſtrait gate, thar made you 
ſtrip and ſtoop, yer you ſee it way to a great 
Pallace, a large Kingdom 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 


——_—_ ts. th — —— 


Inners here on Earth, nay good humble 

w- Chriſtians are too apt to fear, and think 
that this 15 too great and two good news wo, be 
true ; what! for God toreward my weak im- 
tet ſervices, with ſuch a maſlſy Crown, 
uch a ponderous weight of Glory, 1 that de- 
ſerv'd not the crumbs that fell from mine own 
Table, to have bread of Life, and fit down 
at my Father's Table; I cannot reckon my 
preſent ſervices worthy to be compar'd with 
this Glory : How comes it to paſs, that I 
that was but of yeſterday, it's a little 
while ſince, I had not a Being, and now to 
expeR an eternal Being. When Sans Ser- 
vants told David of being the Kings Son, he 
anſwer'd, Seemeth it to you a light thing to be 
ihe Zing Gen bu hams Jaber 6 I am a poor 
man, and lightly efteem'd ;,and to God he faith, 
\ Ren. uf, Whaoan I, O LordGod, and what is my houſe, 
13 that thou heft brought me hitherto? And this 
8 was yer 4 ſmall thing is thy ſight, O Lord God, 
2 Sem. 7. but thou haſt ſpoken of thy Servants houſe for 4 
2b, 29. ' 2reat while to come, and is this. the manner of 
Man, O Lord God ? How were David and 0- 

thers aſtoniſht at this great kindneſs for an 

Eternity to come ; for thy words ſake, and ac- 

cording to thine own heart haft thou done theſe 


v. 21, 22, great things. 
23+ 


Well, 
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Well, but if God will chooſe you, quali- 
fy you, adopt you to be his Heirs and Chil- 
dren, and give you all this Glory, and give 
you all the aſſurances that can confirm any 
( Eſtate and Happineſs, that can make it firm 
k and ſettled, you have no canſe to doubt and 


- _ Only fay, not ano «s, not unto us, 
w unto thy name be all the glory and praiſe, t- 
| ven ſo father, for ſo it ſeems good in thy ſight. 


| We have this happineſs made ſure in it 
felf, and to us. 
1, * We have it by Choice, by Election. 


1, Godordain'd and deſign'd this Happi- 
neſs for Us, and Usfor it. Before the Foun- 
dation of the World, God had thoughts of 9% * 
Eternal Mercy and Love to our Souls. 

2. God hath ſince propos'd and proffer'd 
itto us; which he would not have done, 
but that he is ready to make good his part to 
us. 

3. Nay, God carneſtly perſwades and in- 
treats us to accept of this unſpeakable, Eter- 
nal Mercy. Oh what large, loving, and 
earneſt invitations; is any thing in the 
World like it ? The Apoſtle fays, <4 chongh 2 Cor. " 
God did beſeech you by us, we pray you in Chriſts 20. 
ſtead, ſtrange expreſſions. 

4. God commands 1s to ſeek and acc 
this great Mercy, and it's our fin and diſo- 
bedience to retuſe or light it, Heb. 2.3. 
How ſhall we eſcape if we negleft ſo great ſalve» 

tion ? 
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tign ! _ vids us firſt ſeck the Kingdoam of 
God, and lay up oor treaſure in-Heayen,. and 
la) up I1 in ſore or our iclves,a good Founda- 
tion 2zaunſt the time to con _ Ly we rnay 
lay hold on LEtc rnal Lite, 1 4314.6. 19 

5, VWc-are, choſen out ol tlic eſt of  Man- 
kigd for this Ercrnal Sal /ativa, to be for &- 
vcr with the Lord. God. wall not looſe. his 
CHOICE, Man called, but few cho/en, but theſe 
arc choſen to Salvation, 2 T hep. 2. 13. When 
others are damacd, v. 12. thelic are called, 


CL,O en, ANG ;, ANT, H 


, Wehavc it by Gift ; though we deſerve 
not | great a favour and blcſiing.  Peath 
riod Pages ſin, its duedeſert, but eternal jg 

1 Gods Joc £4/t Kom. 6. dap. Fear not little 
Flack lays C h1 ut, Lids 12, Iz. thougl 
-OU arc ſi al, and con tcemptille, and ncopti- 
1c 2abk here, WH 5 your Fatiners 'g00d pleaſure ro 
#3 v4 yu 4 £1ig dom. When Alexander [enh- 

| a preat Jing to a mean Perſon, he res 
ly'd, twas too bis for him to Tet ceive; but 
he anſwer d, it was not. too much nor too 
2rcat for hum to give. It's Gods own to di 
poic of, and. he may do with his own: what 
DIC L1CS him, as Chrult ſays, Mark lO, 40. 
its a {nrc poll [] on, v hen the ri; ht 15 1n This 
L2onou E and he freely mazes It over 19 Your 
Thongh you arc mean and unworthy, God is 
not alhani'd to be called you; God, -and he 


hath prepar d 2 City tor you, Hev-114 16; 


 Grcat (Nags Ar 411411 £41 -r0 David , aS 2 


K1:2. 1. We 
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rt. We have it from his love,'wirth his 
good will and favoor, God delights in- us, 
and to do this for us, £4 your 'Pathers good 
pleaſure, Luke 12, 32." God /o laved us, as to 
gree hi: Son, Tahn.g.16. and that love:inclines 
kim r0«give us all things ; if Heaven and 
Earth, \and all in iEwill make us happy, and 
db us ,. we hall ave ic. Hehartr bid vs 
ask whatſoever we will. 921 

2, We have it. by his mighty power Wore 
king it Us, and tor Us, preparmg thar for 
us, and\us for it. : Says Chriſt, Joker 41,2. 
Be. nor. rvoubled #1 my Fathers: Houſe) are rhlny 
manſions, and 1 go'to prepare a place, and then 


on our-part; we are. kept .by the” mighty ' 


power of God thorow Faith unto»-Salvation, 
3 Pet, I. 4, Y- i 
1:3. . We have it out of his incxhauſtible 
Fountain,' rich tercafate , and unfearchable 
riches df. his goodneſs. "What :cannot the 
Great, Almighty-mnd Infinitely good God 
gives 
Wo , 

3, Wehatcit asChildren and Heirs from 
our Father thete ways. 

'7. By adopting us. 

2. By the new Bretts. 


1, By Adortion. This is when a Man 
adopts and takes anothers Child tor his own. 
We were ſtranzers und Enemies, and God 
predeſtinated ns rothe Adoption of Childaen, 
Ejh.1, 5. And becauſe we may beatraid and 
. not 


= 
— — 
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not ſo bold, as to call God Father , there- 
fore he gives us the Spirit of jon, 
whereby we cry Abba Father, Rom. 8. 15. 
and then the Spirit witneſſes in, and with us, 
that we are Children, v. 16. and it follows 
of neceſſity v. 17.5f Children, then Heirs, nay 
Heirs of God, "ay, and joime Fleirs with Chriſt; 
the ſame Inference we have, Gal. 4. 5, 6, 7, $. 
Firſt you are Sons, then you have the Spirit 
to cry Abba Father ;, no more a laviſh, ſervile, 
mean, common Servant, but 4 Son, and if (©, 
then certainly an beir of God t b Chriſt. 
Hence Chriſt is called our Elder Brother, 
the firſt born among many brethren ; and at the 


"$-29+ {ay of Judgement he ſays, /n 4s much as ye did 
* 25- je wonto the leaſt of theſe - Brethren, ye have 
is 


done it wn10 me. How high the Dignity, how 
great the Happineſs, how firm the Security of 
the leaſt of Gods Children, and when he was 
riſen before he aſcended, he ſaid, Go. tell 


. brethren, and ſay uno them, I goto my fa- 


ther and your father, ts my God and your God. 
And the Apoſtle takes particular notice of it, 


 Heb.2. 10. They are brought to Glory as 


Sons, and v; 11. they are all one, and he is 
not aſbam'd to call them brethren, v. 12. my 
Brethren, v.13. I, and the Children; and 
therefore v, 1 4. took out fleſh and blood. 


2. We have it by Birth, 
1, This Birth gives us a Title to it. 
2. This Birth fits us for it. 
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4. We have this Priviledge by the new 
Birth z becauſe we are at firſt born Children ob# 4.3. 


of wrath, and Heirs of Hell; we muſt be 
_ again, that we may cnter into this 

Kingdom; Chriſt preacht this Doctrine at 
the very firſt ; they are called born of God, 
1 John 3. 9. and fo faid to be begotten* of 
God, chap. 5. 1, 4, 18. and on this account 
called as Children, and Sons and Daughters, 
therefore Heirs, Gal. 4. 7. No more a Ser- 
vant, but a Son, and if a Son, then an Heir of 


God. Now who can hinder this Heir 'of his &o#.$.17. 


Inheritance. It is not here as with Earth- 
ly Parents, the Father muſt dye before the 
Son can inherit, but oor Heavenly Father &e- 
yer lives. 

2. By this new Birth qualifying, preparing 
and fitting vs for this Kingdom, we are be- 
gotten again toa lively hope, 1 Per. x. 3,4- 
to this Inheritance incorruprtible , md that 
fades not away ; and now as new born babes 
have new and ſuitable deſires, chap. 2. 2. we 
berome Sons of God, Jahn 1. 12. but how? 
Born, mot of blood, nor of the will of 
the fleſh, nor of the will of man , but of God, 
v.13. it's call'd the work of God, chap. 6. 29. 
born not of corruptible ſeed, but of in-cor- 
ruptible ? there is cleanſing , waſhing, and 
ſanftifying, when we were as others before, 
Tir.3.3,5. But ſuch were ſome of you, but you 
are waſhed, yeare ſan{tityed, they have new 
Heads, new Nh new Tongues, and new 
Lives, 

| 3. We 
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3. We have a right and title to it by Mar- 
riaze. Chriſt the Son of God our Husband, 
and we his Spouſe, and this given by God, 
and ſettled as your Dowry,Portion and Join- 
ture : Giving you his Son in Marriage, how 
ſhall he not with him freely give you all 
things. You ſhall find the word expreſſing 
Chrilt's great love to his People this way. 
$9 ought men to love their myrves 4s their own 
* Bodies ;, no man hateth his own Fleſh, but v.32. 
concludes at laſt, This i a great myſtery : but 
I ſpeak concernmg Cln ift ana bis Church, God 
H phzi- calls ir at firſt, a Marriaze-fecaſt for his Son, 
lan, .*. Mah, 22. 1. and bids Sinners to the Wed- 
—_—_ ding, andrells them the rich entertainment, 
* lah, Ia. 62. 4, 5. The Lord delighteth in thee, as 4 
Marricd, Bridegroom "rejoycerh over the Bride. Heb, 
With the joy of a Eride-groom, © the Lord 

ſhall rejoice over thee 5- nay, c>. 54., 5, Cc. 
ſaid plainly, Thy maker is thy Huiband, the 

Lord of Hoſts is bis name ; nor is this expreſt 
only in this life, but with reſpect to our en- 
trance into Heaven, Rev. 19. 7. The marri- 
age of the L amb is come, and hs wife hath made 
ber felf ready ;, v. 9. Bleſſed are they that are 
called to the marriage ſupper » And the day of 
Judgment is fet forth by the Bridegroom 
and his Bride, Aath. 25.beg. v. 10. The Bride- 

groom came, and they that were ready, went in 

with him to the marriage, and the door mas ſhut. 
The Bridegroom will certainly have his 

Bride with him in Glory ; and therefore he 

gave himſelf for her, that he might _— 

y 


XUM 


whether he ſhall be Saw 'dor Loft. 
fy and cleanſe her, and == her a glorious 


Bride without ſpot or blemiſh. 7 have eſpon- , co 5, 


ed you to one Hutband, that I reſent you 4 2. 
ee Views ro Chriſt, Dads i 
4 We have it by purchaſe; a price laid 
down ſufficient for it ; it's fully paid and ac- 
cepted. Though we deſerve nothing at 
Gods hands, Chriſt bought Heaven w all 
its Glory for us : The Apoſtle is large on this, 
Rom. 5. 2. On Chriſt's acconnt we rejoyee in 
hope of the Glory of God ; v. g. we ſhall be ſav'd 
from wrath through him ; v. 10. we ſhall be 
fav'd by bis life ;, v. 17. we ſhall reign im Life 
one Feſus Chriſt; v. 21. grace doth rein 
; gh righteouſneſs uno eternal life ;, by Feſus 
Chriſt our Lord, 


1. This is done by buying ns out of Sla- 
very, redeeming us with this purchaſe. We 
were Captives and Bond-Slaves, fold under 
Sin and Satan. There 1s a great price given 
to redeem Captives out of 7krky; we could 
not be got off without a great Ranſome. 
The Devil, the World, and Luſts challenge 
2a right ih us ; now Chriſt buys ns from our 
of this cruel bondage, x Per. 1. 18, 19. We 
are not redeem'd with corruptible things, 
but with the pretioas blood of Chriſt ; and there- 
fore Chriſt challengeth a right in us, as his 
own, 1 Cor. 6. 20. Te ave bought with 4 price, 


therefore ye are Go to, Vo 1 9, and ye are not your | C#.9. 


own, Therefore the Apoſtle reaſoneth ſtrong-33* 
ly, Rom, 6. that if Chriſt dyed for us, we * 
J 2 ſhould 


Rom. 7.14- 
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ſhould live to him, becauſe ws ſhall live 
him eternally. We have redemption throx 
bs Blagd, who hath deliver'd i; from 


Col. 1. 14. power of darkneſs, and tranſiztcd us into bus 


4 


Ep+*.1.14 
At; 
Il. 


Mar. 19. 


27,75, 9. 


$. 2 , 


Kingdom, Chrift hath purchaſed you with 
his own blood, As 20. 28. and hath re- 
deem'd us from the curſe of the Law, Gat. 
$. 13. 

2, £0 hath healſo purchaſed the glorious 
pol:\Mon tor us, call'd the Redemption of 
th* purchaſed pnlleſſiion ; Gold and Silver 
cannot buy the leaſt corner of Heaven, not 
the common Gifts, much lefs Grace. 

3, Yay, God Bs. pleasd to join us in as 
joins Parchaiers, and will have us put our 
FPands and Hcarts to the bargain, and God 
dea!s with us as if we bought it. Chriſt fays, 
Kev. 3.18. I counſel! thee to buy of me gold tried 
in the Fire, Iſa. 55.1, 2. Come buy of me 
though you have no Money nor price to lay 
down. In that Math. 25. 10. the fooliſh Vir- 
gigs arc ſent to buy O11; and the Wiſeman 
lays, Buy the truth and /ell it vor. Nowthere 
is much, a Sinner muſt lay down 3 as you 
muſt part with your Luſts, and aff Wick- 
edcncſs, you muſt part with the World, all 
that is ncar and dear to you here; /cll all «rd 
bur the pear! of prox ; part with tathecr and 
Mother, Children, and Life it ſelf, and not 
account it dcar ; and the Apoltles fay, We 
kave left all; why, fays Chrilt, you ſhall beve 
a kingaom. Alas! whata ſmall matter was 
it, why a few Fiſher-nets. On the ny 

band, 


XUM 


whether he ſhall be $4%'d or Loft. 
hand, Eſa ſells this Firth-right for a meſs 


of Portage, Heb. 12. 16. Thus Sinners fell Lat: 14. 
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this World ; they make as it were a harcam ; 
b 


give me Food, and Cloathing , and Health, Phil, 2. 7, 


and Eaſc,and Proſperity,and take the Goſpel, 
the love of God, the pardon of lin, and a 
Kingdom of Glory, arid deny the Lord that 
bonght them, 2 Per. 1. Now a good Chri- 
ſtian accounts all here but Dung and Drofſs, 
for rhe excellency of this knowledge. But: 
above all he prizeth, and embraceth, and ad- 
mires Chriſt, that bonght this inheritance 
for him, and Him for it. 

4. By paying our Debts for us: A Man may 
be Heir to a large Inheritance , but ſuch In- 
cumbrances, and vaſt debts may lyc npon.rthe 
Eſtate, that he may never come to enjoy: It. 
Indeed we are deeply in debt to God, tothe 
Law, and to our own Conſciences. But 
Chrift cancell'd all rhefe Dzbts ; we conid 
not pay one farthing ; we were Debters to 
the whole Law, G4/, 5. 3. Jeſus Chriſt ful- 
filled the Law, ard Lids us pray daily to 
God to forgive our Debts, and we may plead 
his Blood and Merits, Col. 2. 13, 14. For- 
giving all Treſpalles, and blotting out the 
Hand-writing of Ordinances againſt you, 
nailing all up to his Cxoſs, 


6. We have the Title clear d up by Law, 
becauſe there are many Controverſies may 
aniſe, and we looſe our Writings, and often 
L 3 blur 


” 
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blur our Evidences ; the word isclear on our 
ſide, the title hath been tryed, and all is 
well. 


1. The Judge is0n our fide, and approves 
of our right, 

2. The Advocate and Counſellour pleads 
our Cauſe, and prevails. 

3. The Title 1s clear'd, the Writings pro- 
duced and owned. 

4. The Witneſſes are many, and credita- 
ble, and believ'd. 

5. The Enemies arc baffled, their Mouths 
ſtopped and they aſham'd. 

6. The Forfeitures are cancell'd, and the 
Accuſations anſwer'd. 

7. All Aſeſſonrs approve of the Judge- 
ment on your ſide. 

8. The Law is fatisficed, and we are ad- 
mitted. 

It wonld he too large a Digreſlion to clear 
vp theſe truths, I leave them as matter for 
your own Meditation, Search, and Satisfa- 
Ciom, Pom, 8, lat. The Apoſtle challengeth 
all the World, Who ſhall lay any thing to their 
charee? Many can, their Enemies, their 
Frierds, their own Conſciences ; ay, but it's 
God that juftificth, who condemneth ? Many 
will; ay, bot Chriſt died. Zf we ſm, we 
bave an Advocate with the Father, 1 fon 
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7. We have it as Wages and Reward. 
Though we deſerve nothing ; yet to encou» 
rage ns in otr work, God will reckon it to 
us as a dne debt, as our hire, and we may 
humbly challenge it 2s what belongs to us. 
That 1*, as bottomd on Chrilts merits, 
founded in rich grace, and grounded on 
Gods gracions promiſe; ſo that now God 
tells us he will reward every man according 
to his works, and h< will not forgct our 
work and labour of love, and our labour 

all not be in vain ; and having fought the 
good fight, and kept the Faith, we ſhall have 
a Crown of Righteouſneſs as well as of 
Mercy. Bleſſed fach dying, their works 
ſhall follow them, and reccive a glorions re- 
ward, therefore bid fo to run as to obrain, 
and ſo heght and wreſtle, as to overcome ; 
ſoto ſtrive as if we took Heaven by violence, 
Kev. 22.12. Behold I come quickly, and my re- 
we'd 15 with me, to give every man accordige a! 
his work ſha'l be. "Therefore weſhould think 
every day, how. we live, and what we arc 
doing, whether we canreaſonably and righ- 
rcoutly expect God ſhould fay, Well done good 
and faithiul Servants. eſpecially , Whcn we 
are doing little or no good. Thou haſt beer 
f artful 1 & little, 1 nill make thee ruler over, 
and give thee murh 

8. We have it by connneſt. Sir Francit 
Bacon Yays, that Henry the VIE had 2 three- 
t0:d rizht to the Crowr!, by Eirth, by Mar- 
Hagcs by Vaticry ; But a Chriftian hath z 
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manifold right to this Heavenly Crown and 
Kingdom. You muſt know, that we are all 
by Natnre Heirs of Hell, and have natural- 
ly no right nor Title to this Kingdom; and 
where are many Enemies, mihgty adverſa- 
ries that ſtand in our way to hinder us co- 
ming thither. And we muſt fight our way 
through them, and overcome them,if we will 

o to Heaven, Rev. 21. 7. He that overcometb 

all inhcrit all things, and I will be his God, and 
he ſhall be my Son, 


1. Chriſt is call'd the Captain of our Sal- 

vation, and he conquers for us, he fights 

Heb.2.19. gur battels, and hath given all our Enemies 

their deaths wound, they are dying and 

mult dye, Col. 2. 15. having ſpoiPd all prin- 

Cipalitics and powers, triumphing over them 

openly. Hedragg'd them all at his Chariot- 

1 Cor. 1s, Wheels, aſcending into Heaven; the laſt E- 

25. aſt, nemy is Death, and that is a conquer'd Ene- 

my alſo. He rides on in the triumphing Cha- 

riot of his Goſpel, conquering, and tocon- 

quer, Rev. 6. 2, He will run the Wheels of 

his Vengcance over the loins of all his im- 

hacable Encmies, and thoſe that will not 

ow to the Golden Scepter of his Grace, ſhall 

Pſ68.17, be broken in pieces by the Iron Rod of his 

1s, Wrath ; hc hath ſabdued all, and iscxalted 
aboveall, Phil. 2. 7. Cc. 

2. Chriſt conquers in us, and helps us to 

2 Cor. 19+ conquer our own Luſts, We War againſk 

#+% 5 theFleſh, our weapons are not carnal, but 

mighty 


> oo eo Sa hb a Ss m A FLIP 
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mighty thorow God, to the pellng down 
ſtrong holds, bringing into Captivity every Q 


| knocks at the door of our Hearts, and the 


chought to the obedience of Chrilt. Chrytt Y<'* pro 


| Gates, the everlaſting doors lift up their ja nobis. 


Heads, and the King of Glory comes ins 
and fways the Scepter of his righteouſneſs 
in our Souls. The Apoſtle ſpeaks of the 
war between the Fleſh and the Spirit, Rom, 
7,andinv. 244 He cries out as one overcome, 
he triumphs in Jeſus Chritt, ». 25. and ſays, 
ch, 8. 1. There is no condemnation to them, The 


Luſts war againſt the Soul todeſtroy it, and; py, ,, 


theſe war in themſelves ; But you mult war x, 
a good warfare, holding Faith and a good 
Conſcience. 

3. Chriſt alſo overcomes by and with you ; 
as tothe World, your Enemies, as to Temp- 
tations and Afﬀictions, as a good Souldier 
you muſt endure hardneſs, and not too muc 


entangle your ſelves with the Aﬀairs of this ed 


life. You muſt put on the whole Armovr of 
God, Eph. 6. 10, &c. You mult be ſtrong in 
the Lord, and in the power of his migat; 
that you may be 2ble to ſtand againſt the 
wiles of the Devil; you wreſtle not only with 
Flcſh and Blood , but againſt Frincipalities 
and Powers, againſt the Rulers of the dark- 
neſs of this World, againſ {piritua! wicked- 
neſs; ſurely the Devil is a ſubtile adverſa- 
ry, an old experienc'd adverſary, an inve- 
terate malicious Enemy , unwearicd and 
crucl,on: that did dare to ſcton 44am in Pa- 
ragice, 
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radicez on Chriſt on the Mount, on Peter 
and all the Apoſtles ; after Chriſt had given 
them his bleſſed Body and Blood, warn'd 
them, pray'd for them, and yet bow did he 
foyl and caſt them ; how may we fear and 
look to our ſelves ; wherefore take unto you 
the whole Armour of God, that ye may be 
able to withſtand in the evil day, and having 
done all, to ſtand. There is no yielding, no 
running away ; here 1s no proviſion to de- 
fend the back ; if you run from them, you ryn 
againlt Cod and Chriſt, and woe be to you 
if you engage God az ainlt 1 YOU. 


Here 1s a rich magazine, armour of 
procf pro ded a22in{t all the ſpiritual Ene- 
maes, 2 girdlcof rruthand fincerity for your 
Loins, a breaſt-plat* of rightcouſneſs to de- 
fend your Heart ; no Sword nor Bullets can 
enter to iurt or kil! ; the Goſpel of Peace for 
your Feet, againſt the ſtony, ſtumbling, and 
uneven way, the Shicld of Faith for your 
Heads. againit the fh-ry Carts of Satan , and 
an Helmit of Salvation, or as 1 Thep, o 8, 
the hope of <alvation , which wili ſupport, 
ſtrengihen, and encon 7470 , and with all take 
offenſive, as weil as detcnfive W CAPONs, 2. e. 
The Word ard Fraycr. Here is much for a 
Chriſtian to do, to underitand all this fpirt- 

tual Armour, to prove 2nd vſc them; © $9 
«foht 1, ſays the Apoſtle, not as one that 
* beateth the Air. Yo! 1ann{t be tober, be 
vigilant though he 
(&@ pcv 


and reliſt the Devil, 


whether he (þ:// 
Comes as 2 roaring | 

be ſtedfaſt in the Faich , 
you. 

2. And you are _ urag'd, that if you 
nght, youſtall certainly overcome, 1+ John 

. 13, 14- £8. 4- 4+ You hay: "Crcome s you 
ſhall be more than Conquerours, thwr2w 
Chriſt itrengthning you, Pom. $./lat. The A- 
poſtle ſends a Challenge to all Enemies in his 
own and others names. We are periwaced, 
neither Peril, nor Famine, nor Sword, citi:cr 
of thoſe would vanquiſh the provdeſt, the 
ſtoureſt wicked man. 

3. And then you are aſſor d, that over- 
coming, you ſhall be Crown'd wit Glory 
and Honour eternally, Rev. 2.7. © [o him 
© that overcometh will I pivc to cat of the 
6 tree of life, which- is in the midſt cf the 
© Paradiſe of God, v. 11. he ſhall not be 
© hurt of the ſecond cond, and therefore 

* mult live eternally ; =. 17. He.ſhall cat of 
© the hidden Manna, 1 will 2 'v2 him a white 
©ſtone and new name ; v. 26. 27.1 will give 
* him power over the Nations, and he ſhall 
© rule them, as I reccir'd of my Father, v.28. 
© I will give him the morning Star; he ſhall 
© fit in judoement with me, 2nd he ſhall be 
lory agd brightneſs ; 


%: Cxw- 4 or Loft. 
! him and 
nd hc will flee from 


* cloathcd with mY | «$337 


© ch. 3. 5. the {ame ſhall be choarhed an white 
*raiment, his name tha!l e blotted out 
©of th» book of Lif=; there is more in it, 


© ſhin. rhore gloriovly,, and! will own him 
* as Coayuerour and Triumpher before a 
CATICT 


meiofs, 
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* Father and his Angels, v. z2. Himthart 0- 
* yercometh will I make a pillar in the Tem- 

* ple of my God, and he ſhall go no more 
© out; that is, 1 will ſettle him in Heaven 
* with ſplendid Glory forever, v. 21. To 
* him that overcometh will 1 grant to fit in 
© my Thronc, even as I overcame, and am © 
fect in my Fathers Throne. ' At every verſe 
there 15 a various exprefſion of this Glory, 
and to each added, © He that hath Ears ler 
© him hear ; this is added rothe end of cach 
Epiſtle to the ſeveral Churches. 

Upon the whole you have all the Righr 
and Title ro this Happineſs, the fi: meſt attu- 
rance thar pollible can be given. He whoſe 
it is, hath choſen you for it, and that for you. 
Irs all his own, and at his diſpoſal, and he 
freely gives it you. He adopts you for his 
Children, and by the new Birth _ ics you 
for it, and entitles you to it. He cſporſeth 
you to his dcar and only Son, who is Heir of 
all things. Its bought for you by an in\ alu- 
able price and purchaſe. The title to it is 
clear'd vp by Law. It's paid to vou, as Wa- | 
zes for your Work, + And obtaind by Con- 
queſt and overcoming. 

4 As we have it thus made ſure in it ſelf, 
ſo 15 it made furc 0 us, both with reſpe&to | 
God, and to our elves. 
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1. A$StoGod. 


7, He puvlickly owns all this, and maxes 
an 
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an open diſcovery of it to all the World, and 
declares that he is not aſham'd to be call'd 
their God, becauſe he hath provided for 
them 2 City, Heb, 11. 16. A remarkableplace 
that 1/a. 45. 17, 15, 19. 1/racl ſhall be favd 
with an everlaſting Salvation. *©* Thus faith 
© the Lord that created the Heavens, God 
© himſelf; 1 have not ſpoken it in in 
«2 dark place of the Earth. The ſeed of 
© Zacob ſball not ſeek me in vain; I the Lord 
* ſpeak righteouſneſs. God publickly owns 
all thoſe Titles, Rights and Aflurances, and 
as I may ſpeak with reverence, ſeems to glo- 
ry and boaſt in them ; that he hath choſen 
us, that it's his good will, great pleaſure to 
give us nd leſs than a Kingdom; the Lord 
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Almighty calls you his Sons and Daughters, 255 


and gives you hus Spirit, that you may call 
him Father, chooſeth and delights in you as 
a Spouſe for his Son, Rev. 21. 9, to. * Come 
© ſays the Angel, 1 will ſhew thee the Bride, 
© and the Lambs Wife 

2. AsStoall thoſe, he adds ſolemn engage- 
ments, and his promiſe. How often hath 
God promis'd Heaven to his People ? How 
is it expreſt Tz. 1. 2. In hope of Eternal 
Life, which God that cannor lie, promiſed 
before the World began : And Gods people 
are not only called Heirs of Heaven , but 
Children,and Heirs according to the Promiſe, 
and Heirs with Abraham of the fame Promiſe, 


and that they inherit the. promiſes : Godlineſs 9 $ 


| Gal 3-29. 
hath the Promiſe of the Life that now is, and 31,4 5 4 
ol 
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of that which i; to come. They which are 
called, receive $44 Promiſe of Eternal tnhe- 
ritance, He that is tricd, and endureth Tem 
tation, 1: Bleſſed, b-cauſe he ſhall recerve n 
Crown of Life which the Lord hath promi- 
ſed to them that love him, and Pm. 2. 5. 
Call'd Heirs of this Kingdom , promis'd to 
you ; thorefore, though never 6 poor here, 
are rich in Faith. 

3. This promiſe he hath confirm'd with 
his Oath. - As God hath Sworn in his wrath, 
that Sinners and unbelievers ſhall not enter 
into that Reſt. H-b. 3. 11. 18. Ch.,4..z. So 
hath he Sworn in his Love to this promiſe, 
that they ſhall enter into his Glory. Ch. 6. 
16, Ec, | 

4. He hath ſer to his Seal ; he hath Sealed 
1 with his Sons Blood, and Sealcd it in their 
Hearrs, by his Spirit. Eph. 1. 13. 14. Sealed 
with the Holy Spirit of Promiſe ; and this is 
alſo given you as an carneſt ; therefore ad- 
vis d C6, 4. 30. not to grieve this Holy Spirit, 
whereby you are Sealed unto the day of Re- 
demprion. 

s, He hath Written down our Names in 
the Book ot Life, in thoſe Records of Hea- 
., Ven, that cannot be blotted out. Phul. 4. 3. 
«. Whoſe Nam<es are Written in the Book of 
. Lite. 

6. He g ves us the forecaſts,nay, the King- 
com comes down to us :* We have it i pri- 
mitiis, in priancr dit, in precurſore. 


whether be ſhall be Sav'd or Lo. 27 
T, God hath not only wen theſe afly- 

rances on his part, but alſo wrought in us . 

thoſe Gracious Qualifications, that do abun- 

dantly ſhew it, that it's ours. 


1, He hath given a lively Faith, that makes 
thoſe things abſent, preſent ; and what is Hari: 
hopd for , evident; now this raiſeth the Fc: 
Soul to do great things on this acconnt : Moſes 
by this, ſaw him that was lnviſible, and had * 
this Eye to the recompenſe of reward, and 
therefore (lighted Pharoah's Court andCrown. 

Abraham left his own Country, looking by 

Faith for this that is Heavenly, and fo did 

all : the Parriarks: do and ſutter by Faith, 
looking for this unſpeakable and matchleſs 
Glory. He that belicveth, hath Everlaſting 2,6 +. 
Life z how often is it ſaid Nay ? 1 Per.1. $,9. If. 
Whom having not ſeen, ye Love, in whom, 
though now you ſee him not, yet believing, 

ye rejoyce with joy unſpeakable, and full of 
Glory, receiving theend of your Faith, even 

the Salvation of your Souls. Faith goes up 

into Heaven, and views the Manlions, and 
feeds, and lives upon that Glory above. ha 
What ſays the Apoitle 2 Cor. 4. 17, 13. We 

faint not though the outward Man Tecays, 

the inward man 15 renewed ; why there 15 a 

far more exceeding and Eternal weight of 
Glory, it's juſt before us, and by Faith we 

look above theſe lower things, to thoſe not , 
feen by the bodily cycs, that are Eteraal ; 

and therefore, Ch. 1. We Groan, and Long, 

an 
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and Wait. As Faith is the Evidence of that 
Glory, fo Gods working that Grace in the 
Soul, is a ſure Evidence of his giving that 
Glory. 

2. Upon this flow forthearneſt and impor- 
tunate delires, breathings and panti 
groanings and longings; whictt nothin bur 
this Eternal Glory will fatisfie. God hath 
, be otten in you thoſc immortal deſires, that 
* only God and Chrilt, and Heaven, can fill 
and anſwer. When Lather had a ereat Pre- 
ſent ſent him, he gocs to God, and folemnl 
proteſts, that he would not be put off "= 

_P theſe things. So David okien, my Soul 
_ "**, Thirſteth after God, the Living God. 
tus ſum, P/d. 17. 15. As for me I ſhall behold thy 
&eo Face in Rightcouſneſs, I ſhall be fatisfietd, 
when I awake with thy likeneſs: Whom 
have I in Heaven and Earth, but thee ? 
Thou ſhalr guide me by thy Counſel, till thou 
bring me toGlory. My fleſh fail, that i is bad z 
F%. 73:25, Heart fail, that is worſe z both fail, that is 
26, © worſt of all , however thou art the ſtrength 
of my Heart and my Portion for ever. God 
hath wrouglic ſuch Hungerings and Thirſt- 
ings in the Soul, that nothing, but Bread of 
Lite, Water of Life will ſatishe ; and there- 
fore are theſe carricd out in Prayers and 
Wreillings, and arc bid to pray, and feck, 
and cry tor no leſs than this Crown and 
, Kingdom. 

3. Upon this is grounded a firm and fore 
Hope, which wonderfully ſupports and en- 

courageth 


Xu» 


whether he ſhall be Sav'd or Loſt. 129 


courageth the Soul ; which God would ne- 
ver have wrought and giveu, but that he will 
anſwer and not difappoint it, Tit, 1. 2- in 
hopes of eternal life, which God that cannor 
lye hath promis'd. *Sce he hath begotten us 
© apain toa lively hope, toan inheritance in- 
© corruptible, &c, And ſtill that we may , 
not faint and queltion all, that our hope * 
ſhould deceive us, Heb. 6.18, 19. That we 
might have ſtrong conſolation from this hope, 
this hope 15 an Anchor of rhe Soul, fare and 
ſRedfait ; this Anchor 15 faſt ned on the rock 
Chriſt Jeſus, that all the Waves and Storms 
cannot ſhake or at leaſt break. Why ſhould 
God deceive or flatter ſuch poor Worms, to 
raiſe in us fich hope, it he would nor fal 
hllit. If we do not dzcerve our telzes, God 
will not fail nor deceive v 

4- Upon all tacle arifeth an ardent Love, 
workings and breathings of Love to fach a 
Chrilt, fuch a God, that will give ſach 
great and glorious things, to fuch poot 
wretchleſs Worms. When he cries out, oh 
the heighth and deptit of God's love, he would 
love ighly and largely, 1 Per. 1. $8. Whon 
having not fcen, ve love, 2nd therefore long 
for and love its appearing; many promiſes 
of Heaven made particularly to this grace of 
Love. Eve hath not ſecn, what God hath F* + 5: 
prepar'd for them that love him. God fo 
loves them, and they love God, that they ſhall 


live and love together for ever; 


k $. Upon 
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5. Upon all flow great joy and rejoycing z 
oy unſpeakable and tull of Glory ;, it is what 
the Soul really finds,rejoyce that your Names 
are writteft in Heaven ; rejoyce and be ex- 
ceeding glad, leap tor joy, for great is your 
reward in Hcaven, Rom. 5. 1, 2. there is Faith, 
being jultifed by Faith ; there 15 love, peace 
with God ; there are dehlires expreſt in Prayer, 
we have acceſs now into his preſence to beg 
it ; add hope of Glory, and rejoice in hope 
of this Glory. 


Upon the whole we may certainly con- 
clude, that Heaven mult be ours; and that 
if we are wiſcto lookto our ſclves, we ſhall 
be favd in a wonderful glorious manncr ; 
nd all the Devils in Hell, and Mcn on Earth 


cannot hinder it, nor ſtop us from it. 


CHAP. 
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might draw ſome particular laferences 
[| and uſfctul Corillarics from this laſt Head. 
But I ſhall rather chodble to prets home the 
truth in particular, to periwade you to look 
to your ſelves. You have heard and read 
much of the drcadful condition of a lolt Soul, 
and the bleſicd ſtatc of a Soul exernally favs 
Now conſider, doth not this highly and 
nearly concern me, am not 1 one of the Fer- 
ſons that muſt periſh, or live happily for 
cver. 


Obj. Betore :1 proceed, ſome may object, 
at lcaft think, that this Trvth thus handled 
and proſecuted, ſeems ſelfiſh and low, and 
not rais'd hizh enough, to act altogetier for 
the. promoting felt 


Ar, My dclign hercin 15 to raiſe you up 
to God, and above your carnal ſenſual felves, 
It's that God might have you wholly to bim- 
felt, that he might have Head and Heart; 
Soul and Kody, Tongue and Lite; and 19 
convince you, that in loving God lincerely, 
you love your felves molt truly ; God 15 gra- 
cioutly pleas'd to join his glory and our ows 
good together. They cannot be ſeparated x 
God would have you m this World mind 
your own eternal glory, in ſeeking his gory 

K 2 re 
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He tells you, it is for your Life, it's for 
your good, alas! our goodneſs extendeth not 
to him, but to our own Souls; as our fins 
hurt not him, but our ſelves. *Do they 
© provoke me, ſaith God, do they not pro- 
yoke themſelves to the Confuſion of their 
© own Faces. When Chrilt wept over Jer«- 
ſalem, was it not that they had loſt thethings 
that did belong to their own peace. Chriſt 
fays, * Ye will not come to me, that you 
might hIvefite, you will not let me fave, 
t love, and honour you, and make you cter- 
© nally happy : yow-will not ſuffer me to heal 
©your Wounds, pardon your fins, ſanttify 
* your natures, juſtihe your perſons, and ſave 
* your fonts. Why will you dye, ſays God, 
© and Chriſt fays, come hungry and thirſty 
"to be filled, poorto be enriched, naked to 
be cloathed, weary and heavy laden to find 
Creſt for your Souls. It would be too large 
to run over the whole Scripture and ſhew 

Tots ſerip. YOu, it's all for your good. Lather ſaid, the 

rure boc .g. Whole Scripture doth nothing clſc but ſhew, 

gir, $e, that God is, and would be merciful to Sin- 

ners ; therefore to ſeek our good and well- 

Y fare in the right way, is not linful, but good 
and plcaling to God. 


1, In obedience to his holy commands, he 

bids us ſeek the Kingdom, itrive, and run, 

and fight for Heaven ; lay up in Heaven a 

_— *. good foundation. We may be Uſurers this 
4 'y* way, lendtothe Lord, and expect full and 
large 
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large payment ? we may have an eye to the _ 

recompenſe of Reward. Chriſt himſelf had omvir & 

an eye to the Joy ſet before him, Heb. 12. 2, mor merce> | 

God would have us ſtedfait ard immoveable, © ſt & 

and abound in good, with an cyc to the re- —_ 

ward, 1 Cor. 1 x. laſt. h: 
2. It anſwers God's deligg and end in all 

Salvation-work, he was plcas'd in ſaving your 

Souls. It plcasd the Father to bruitc, to 

break his Son, to heal and fave you, to kill 

his Son, that-you might live ; and this is the 

very travail of Chriſts Soul. All Chriſts de- Fam 14 

ſign in coming into the World, in dying, ri-,z wlde— 

ling, alcending up into Heaven, 1 fitting At a place fac 

the right hand of God, is t> do you good ; you. 

certainly then it may be our delight and plea» 

ſure. It's Gods end in all his Ordirances 

his Word and Spirit, to call, convert, waſh, 

and ſanftify, comfort, ſtrengthen, and e- 

ſrabliſh you; Praycr appointed, that you 

may ask Wiſdom, and what you. will, the 

Lords SupPet 0 tced, revive, ſtrengthen, 

and eſtablith vou ; all Gods Promiſes are to - 

fill your Movths with Petitions ; how muchy - 

mercy lics ſcatter'd ail over the Bible, for." 

you to gather up and plead at the I hrone of hy 

Grace; and God complains, when you will aaz Dici- 

not come and ask freely, that your Joy may rus quar- 

be full, This is Gods deſign in giving his 9 

Spirit, and all the bleſſed Graces, to com- 

' forr, and tcach, and guide you, Fairh, and 

Love, and Hope, and Joy, all for your 

good, Nay, Godly forrow, and mourning 

K 3 for 
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for your advamtage, 2 Cor. 7, 11. All Gods 
Providences work together for your. good, 
and be wou!d have them fo improv'd. God's 
defirn from all Erernity was to fave ns and 
make us happy. 

3- Thetruth is, I cannot find that this e- 
rerlaſting Happmeſls,is ofter'd or promis'd,or 
will be given any other way, Rom. 2. 7. God 
will give eternal Life rothem, who by pari- 
ent continnance in well doing, ſeek for Glo- 
ry, Honour, and Immortality ; and v. ro. 

lory, Honour, and Peace, to every Man 
that worketh good, whether = or Gentile. 
You ſhall find that God doth caſt off, and 
keep, and ſhut our all chat are flothfnl, or 
that ſlight, neglect, and will not ſeck after 
this Glory. 


I might propoſe four grand Enquiries of 
moment, to be ſearcher into, and Anſwer. 


r. Þ. Whoor what this Sclf is, that is 
to be fav 'd or loit y 

2 , Since nothing is ſo near and dear, 
how is it that the moſt deceive and undo 
themiclves ? 

3. Q. How preat and dreadful is the loſs, 
if Sclt hc loſt ? 

4- 2. How may we fave our ſclvcs, 0: 
prevent this loſs ? 


1. Query. Whoor what this Self is, that 


Sto be fav'd or loft, 
i, New, It 
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whether he ſball be Sad or Lofe. 

1. Neg. It cannot he meant wicked ſinfn} 
Self; it's pity this ſhonld be call'd Self ; -rhis 
is wholly to he caſt ont, caſt off, and ah- 
horr'd, or elfe truc Selt will be utterly loft, 
The Apoſtle, indeed, oppoſes himſelf to 
this, Kom. 7. I - WW 8th the wi i; my Th 'C3'VC 
the law of God, but with the fliln the 1 u : 
therefore comfortably and boldly concludes, 
v. 17, It is not 1, but firmwhich dwelleth in mi 
for a wicked man to {ay fo, 15 to fay, /r :mo 
more 1, but my Self, for he 15 nothing but a 
lump of ſin ; his Head finful, full of vain 
wicked, worldly,proud ,cnvious thoughts,he 


can fay as to his Luſts, how many and ſweet, 
(as David docs of his God } he docs meditate 
in thoſe lower mattcrs day ard nizht, morn 
and cven, and at noon, ſeven ti a day, 
from the rihing of the Sun to rig « oing down 
of the fame, his Head tuit of the World, Sin, 
and Vanity,he fays ro it, when I awake,work, 


and walk, 1 am itil} with thce, his Heart full 
of Wickednets, 47 5, 19. Evil Thonghts, 


Murders, Adviteri-s, Fornications, thefts, 
Falſc-witncts, Lioink Ics, what a Cage of 
nncican Lird » WNAT | It crawling Vere 


mince, Gez. 6. 5. 1 hc Heart cvii continually, 
only (0, dc eittul ab0 1184 INES, and deipe- 
rately wicked, hardncd, proud , obſtinate, 
unbelicving, 1full of miſchief, pride, and 
envy ; now all this traſh and filthinefs muſt 
he caſt ont. and h Sclif renouncd; and 
the Heart muſt be mad. of Stone fleſh, made 
pure, clean, tender, ' cn, tcachable, fo 


1 might 
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might 1 have hac | ſhewn, Ears open to Vani- 
ty, Evesfall of + \dnltcry, not ceaſe to fin ; 
the Throat an open Scpulchre, Fect ſwift to 
evil. But theſc blind E: yes mult be open d, 
theſe deat Ears unſtop ped, theſe Mouths fill'd 
with Praycrs and Praiſes ; It 15 a whole Body 
of Sin, Remi. 7. 24. Thus certainly is not the 
truc ſelf. 

Worldly Sclt , nor all the things of 
this Life, that belong to the Body, with all 
Relations, and deareſt -and neareſt Friends, 
are not this Sclf. Though theſe conduce 

much to the comfort of our Lives, and to the 
Woup; ot of Self; yet all thcſe may be fav'd, 
and Sclt loſt and periſh, 


There 1s a ſinful worldly Self ; when 
Men ſeek theſe things wholly and only apart 
from God, thus are they ſaid to cat for them- 
ſelves, ard drink for themſclves, Zech. 7 
6. faft and fcaſt ro themſelves, ». 5. If they 
preterd to pray, it's but howling, and cry- 
ing only for Corn 2nd Wine, Hof. 75 14 
This men judge, fccking themſclves, it's a 
miſtake. Men arc undoing themſelves in 
thus over-loving and over-caring about the 
World. Here and there ſome ride full poſt 
to Hell in full ex eſs of Riot, but how many 
go on ſoftly and fmoothly to Hell in worldly 
carcs, fcars, ane hens or ſorrows. I1his 
s 2 {clf, Soul-deſtroying, ſin, without great 
noiſgand obſervation. You may mark out a 
Drunkaid, 2 Swearcr, Cc. But a worldly 
| wretch 
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wretcH paſſeth for a ſober man , and ſhelters 
himſelf under Scripture, 1 Tim. g. 8. worſe 
than ah Infidel, if not provide for himſelf, his 
own. Whereas this was ſpoken againſt the 
Widow, that liv'd in pleaſure and luxury, 
v. 6. the Idle that wander from Houſe to 
Houſe, and eat others labour, 2 The. 3. 11. 
1Ir's far from encouraging ſinners tomind no- 
thing but Earth, and not mind Heaven, not 
touch the Bible, or put up one prayer all the 
Week ; nay, be grudging the Lord's day as 
too long and needleſs, Amos 8. 5, When will 
the Sabbath be gene. Certainly that is no Self- 
love, but Self-hatred, clſe why is the word of 
God ſo much againſt it ? Chriſt ſays, Math. 
6. no leſs than three times, Take no thought, 
25, 31, 34. Love not the world, nor the things 
of the world, 1 fohn 2. 15. To cannot love 
God too, v. 15. beſides what is in it but the 
Luſts of the Fleſh, the luſt of the Eyes, and 
the pride of Life, v. 16. and it is not of 
God ; that is the love of the exceſles, greedy 
deſires and reachings after more gain 
and Ambition, Vain-glory, aftcting great 
Honour ; 1t all paſſeth away, v. 17. and tiiere- 
fore not worth our love, ' that ſhall laſt for 
ever, it fix'd on God the cternal obje&t. God 
accounts it Adultery in Men or Women, Jam. 
4- 4- though men think they may thus love 
the World and God too. No, you make this 
your God, and it is Idolatry ; you malt not 


labour for the Meat that periſheth? nor lapk#*** 6% 
up for your ſelves treaſures on Earth; lay | 


up 


6.14 
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up ſomewhat you may, but not as treaſures, 


C4.3-1.2- or as what is laſting ; nor ſet, your affecti- 


1 Tim, 16 
9, 10 


1 Cor. 5 
29 


ons on things below, it you will ſweat, and 
tag at and after it, you will pierce, hurt your 
ſelves, moſt men believe it not, but think 
they do themſelves much good, pleaſe, glo- 
ry and boaſt themſclves in it : You mult be 
content with godlineſs, and account that 
= gain,v.6, Nay,God would not have you 
et your Eycson it, nor much mind and va- 
lne them. Now can you imagine that this 
15 true Self-love, that is ſo pernicious and de- 
ſ{truQtive. 

2. There is a loving Houſes, Money, Plea- 
ſures, Friends, Relations, and that is not 
this truc Self-love. If it be exceſſive it's dan- 
gerous and deſtruftive ; loving Wite, Hus- 
band, Children, roo much, 15 a great fin, a 
great ſnare ; when Relations are plealing, 
they often lull allkcepin fin and ſecurity, morc 
than when froward and croſs ſometimes. How 
many loving Husbands and Wives, tender 
indulgent fond Parents and Children hurt 
and deftroy one another, kill wath this kind- 
neſs; many ſuch loving tender Relations 
ſpend away their precions hours end days to- 
pether in ſloth, folly, and Idle diſcourſes, 
and goon together quictly to Hell. Not pro- 
voke one another to love God and to good 
works. What a dreadful ghaſtly meeting 
will there be at the laſt, between careleſs in- 
dulgent Parents, and wicked, looſe, idle 
Children ; when the Child ſhall fay, - my Fa- 
ther 
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orted me. 
Drink and Cloathing from them, but not a 


need of a Saviour, of my danger of thus pe- 
riſhing Eternally. How many rules are gi- 
ven to all theſe Relations ? So far as you 
neglett them, or fin __ them, ſo far you 
wrong your felves and one another. 

Tocome yet nearer» loving ones own Body 
apart from the- Soul, is not this true Selt- 
love ; nay, often Self-hatred, 2s Fleſh and 
Spirit areoppos'd ;, this is call'd Self in ſome 
ſenſe, as Job 1. 12. Ml that be bas is in thine 
hand, only upon bum/clf Liy not thine hand, chap. 
2. 4, 5- Therefore Satan ſays, the Cattle and 
Goods, and Honles not fo near, but touch 
him cloſe to the Skin, v. 5. touch his bone 
and fleſh, fo v. 7. he ſmote him with forc 
boils. I confefs this ſeems near Sclf, and it 
is part of Self; but how many thouſands 
ruine their Souls, that rake great care of the 
Body. All your care may be what to cat, 
and what to drink, and what to put on, 
ſtrive, run and ride, riſe carly, md £0 to 
Bed late, ſpend your ſtrength, and labour 
hard, J/a. x5. 1,2. and yet periſh for want 
of real Bread, and what will ſatisfy and do 
you good. How will theſe pains, ſweating, 
labours, apd contrivances about rhis poor 
frail Carcaſe, that muſt lye rotting in 
the Grave ſhortly, riſe up in Judgement a- 


gainſt many, the moſt that could not ſpend 
| once 


or Mother never watcht over, reprov'd, 
It's true, 1 had Meat and 


ord of my fad condition by Nature, of my 
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one hour in a week, one quarter of an hour 
ina day about their precious and immortal 
Souls; and this is their folly,in carneſtly ſeek- 
ing only the things about the Body, Houſes, 
Money, Food, Ce. Phil. 2. 21, Though 
they ſeem to feck their own things, they ac- 
connt it fo, it's their miſtake. Is that man 
wiſe for himſelf, that lives in a City or a 
Country for five or ſix yeafs, and is to re- 
move to another for hundreds and thouſands 
of years, and ſhall have no ppovikon in that 
Countrey, bnt what he now lays up and ſends 
thither whilſt here, and yet he ſpends all his 
time in building here, and trimming and 
dreſſing here. Is he mindful of himiclt that 
knows his Soul muſt out of this Tabernacle, 
and provides not an Houſe in Heaven. Can- 
not fay, as 2 Cor. 5. 1. We know we have one, 
but ſay at Taſt, whither art thou going my 
dear precions Soul, 

2, Why then certainly the Soul of Man 
is the true ſelf. At firſt Man is denominated 
by it, Gen, 2.7. And man became a living Soul. 
What the Soul of the Man is, that the Man is. 
Not but that the Body alſo partakes of this 
care and bappineſs. Compare Math. 16. 26 
with Lake 9, 23. In the former, it is, he loo- 
ſeth his Soul, in the later he looſeth him- 
felt, or 1s a caſt-away, therefore Chriſt faith, 
we ſhould not fear them, that cannot kill 
the Soul, Math, 10. 28, and God bids ſinners 
incline their Ears to him, and hear and their 
Souls ſhall live, and their fouls ſhall delight 

in 
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in fatneſs, 1/a. 55. 2,3. M1] is well, when 
the Soul lives an = Come wnnto me, 
faith Chriſt, Math. 11 28, 29. ard you ſhall 
find reft to your Souls, Therefore the Wiſe 
man faith, and God by him, Prov. 11. 30. 
He that minneth Souls, is wiſe. As a man gains 
or loſerh his Soul, fo is he bleſſed, or miſera- 
ble, What doth an Hypocrite gain ? when 
God taketh away his Soul, Job. 25. 8. truly, 
juſt nothing. What a Fool was the rich 
man, Luke 12. 19. to ſay thou haſt Goods 
laid up for many years, therefore Soul take 
thine caſe ; alas, poor wretch ! his Ground 
and Barns had not ſuitable Food for his 
Soul ; but God fays, v. 20. Thou fool, this 
might thy ſoul ſhall be required of thee ; that 
muſt go to another place; and then whoſe 
ſhall all thoſe things be ? So is he that layeth 
up treaſure for himſelf, v. 21. and is not rich 
towards God ; that whiclr he miſtakes for 
himſelf, but is not true Self. When God at 
firſt made Adam, Ger. 2.7. God made the 
Body of the duſt, but the Soul was the breath 
of God, and therefore it is faid, Afar became 
a living, Soul : That was the Man, that No- 
ble, High , Heaven-born Being. Oh that 
Men did but know the worth of their Souls, 
immortal Souls, capable of enjoying God to 
all Eternity, made by God at firſt as part of 
himſelf, and redeem'd by Jeſus Chriſt, and 
therefore a Sovl 1s more worth than a thou- 
ſand Worlds, what give in exchange, no- 
thing , not a!l the World? And how are 

theſe 
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theſe precious ſouls lighted and deſpis'd ? 
Each of you have a Soul within committed 
to your Charge and Care, that is more than 
if you had an Empire, the care of the whole 
World. It's what the Soul, is that the Man 
is; and & all the good that concerns and 
conſtitutes that, makes the man. Ir's ob- 
ſervable, Eccle/. 12. 15, Fear God and keep 
bu: commandements , this is the whole duty of 
mar; fo we render it in our Tranſlation du- 
ty ; but inthe Hebrew it's only, The whole, 


—— 1 bis whole man ;, this is all, and gives them a 


RT 


ſtrong reaſon, v, 14. for there is a great day 
of Judgement, when, according to this, 
Man will be loſt or favd. 


Upon this Head of True Self, 1 lay down 
theſe four Propoſitions. 


T. Ti A! moſt men Arc apt is loole this real 
Self. 

2. That yet nothing is nearer or deazer 
than this Self. 

3. 1hat if this Self be loft, all : loft. 
4. That if this Self be ſavd, all t: 
ſavd, 


1. Prop. Moſt men are in danger of de- 
ceiving, undoing, and looling themſelves. 
Some looſe their Money, fome their Credir, 
others their Trade, many their Hcalth, ſome 
their Lives; but moſt looſe their Souls, 
themſelves, that arc wiſc and carctul to fave 


all 
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all other things. They are not ſenſible of 
this loſs, nor fo much afraid of it. Many 
han BY that will not give you a Penny,nor a Shilling, 
ole BF will give you two or three bours of precious 
lan & time, more worth than thouſands of Gold 
nd and Silver. Many that will be watchful you 
b- BY donot pick their Pockets, rob their Houſes, 
ep cheatthem in their dealings,will lock. up their 
of Cheſts, their Houſes, watch againſt Fire and 
U- Storms, and yet will let the Devil and the 
le, World rob them of their Prayers, of their 


2 Reading, hearing, ſteal away the Word, 
ay ſome not ſuffer Weeds in their Gardens or 
S, Ficlds, will ſuffer Cares and Riches to choke 


the good Word. Many that are wiſe and pro- 
vident, faving and ſcraping for the World, 
a arevery expenſive, laviſh, and prodigal of 
precious ſeaſons, and means of Grace. This 
15 not the condition of one, or a few here 


/ and there, but it's indecd the fad fooliſh 
condition of the moſt. Many ſhall be wiſe, 
- give good advice about Mens Affairs in the 


World, and others ſhall take good counſel 
and warning+ about their Eſtates, their 
Ground, their Cattle, their Friends; and 
yet be altogether nepligent of their own 
vood, and love not faithful dealing about 
their Souls. Its ſtrange to obſerve many, 
they will feed their Hories, their Oxen, their 
Hogs, and ſtarve their Souls; fave, it polli- 
ble, all things but themſelves. Angry with 
any that will cheat and coulin them, and in 
the mcan while cheat themiclves, and not dif- 
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pleas'd. Nay, many Learned, that underſtand 
moſt Languages, ſtudy deep Points, $kiiful 
in Arts and Sciences, but ignorant of them- 
ſelves, carcleſs of their own Souls; know 
many, moſt things better than -the ſtate of 
their own Souls. 

Many good Husbands, thrifty about their 
worldly affairs, ſober and innocent as to 0- 
thers, and yet wholly negligent in their du- 
ties to' God, and fo cheat their own Soals. 
Many Women good Houſewives, provident 
and induſtrious about the World, but never 
pray to God, nor think ſeriouſly of Eternity. 

ou may find the Houſe clearly, the Food 
wholeſom, and ſavory, their entertainment 
courteous, their behaviour obliging , the 
Houfe well order'd and furniſht with neceſ- 
ſarics, and the.Soul and Life all out of order, 
the Head empty of faving knowledge, and 
the Heart dead and harden'd in {in ; not one 
word of God or Chriſt with delight and feri- 
ous enquiry, The Bibles lye in their Win- 
dows, bnt very ſeldom in their Hands, taken 
up ſeldom all the Week, unleſfon the Lords 
Day, and then read in a cuſtomary care- 
leſs manner; not ſearch and dig as for 
a hid treaſure, far from crying after know- 
ledge , ſeldom or never down on their Knees 
alone one quarter ofan hour, to pray for Par- 
don, ' or a Kingdom of Glory. Alas! alas! 


can the molt thus delude and deccive them- 
ſelves, and think this is ſtriving to enter in 
at the ſtrait Gate, and that this is taking 
Fow 


Heaven by violence, 
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How many Trades-men, Husband-men, 
Labourers, Servants, Parents, Children, all 
buſie about other matters, and neglet their 
own Souls, ſpend two, three, or torr hours 
in idle tattling, it may be ſinful and vain, at 
Cards or Dice, or ſpeaking againſt their 
Neighbours, whole Winter Evenings ſpent 
in a ſluggiſh, lazy way, telling idl- ſtories 
by the Fire, not a Chapter read, and if pray 
2a QUAter of an hour, that 1< t50 lony, and 
they are weary and ſleepy, but not a word of 
thoſe complaints before. Thus all foolifhly 
deceive themſelves, and whole Families ro 

uietly to Hell together ; ſome quarrel, and 
diſcontented £0 on in a more bro?d and 0- 
pen way to Hell. Some ſpend days atid 
nights in Taverns and Ale-houſes, many pre- 
tious idle hours and days in Col.e:-houfes, 
and ſuch publick places, where men are 
cheating themſelves of rime, that is more 
pretious than all the r:eafvres of rhe Earth, 
throw away the Purſe, and then throw away 
the Jewels and mony in it. It's a ſ:aſon to 
pray in, to love God in, to prepare for Glo. 
ryin. Yetthe moſt, I had almoſt faid all, 
are guilty of cheating themſelves daily of 
their belt treaſure, and yet complain and 
cry out,when God comes to take it away by 
death. Why ſhould God continue that, 
which they know not what to do with , bur 
call their ſports their paſtimes to walt it a- 
way! You will find atlaſt, there was not 
one honror day in your whole life, that you 
"a could 
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could fay, This is mine own, and 1 may do 
with it what I plcaſe. What ſtall be faid or 
done to convince the moſt of this folly and 
madneſs ? 


2. Prop. IT hat "nothing 1s ſo near and dear 
as Self, 


Nothing can be ſo near and dear as Self, 
| know Relations and tender Friends may be 
dear, Rom. 5. 7. Scarcely and peradventure 
dye for a Righteous man ; who, where,is the 
Man or Woman that would lye forty years in 
torment for another ? I have obſerv'd the lo- 
ving Wite, the tender Mother, weep and re- 
fuſe to be comforted, at the death and loſs of 
the belov'd Relation, but ſuch in time return 
to their food and ſleep, and ſoon forget the 
Grave. As Abraham ſays to Sarah , Gen. 
23. 4- that 1 may bury my dead ont of my 
ſoghe. This hath been a great ſnare to make 
neglct our ſelvcs,our great fondneſs to Rela- 
tions ; Love thy neighbour as thy ſelf ſuppo- 
ſeth Self dcar, and that which hath the pre- 
heminence ; if I dye, rot, and am undone, 
what though my Son or Daughter, or any 
Friends, cat, drink, and laugh * How lit- 
tle are we concern'd about our Grand-fa- 
thers, or Grand-mothers, nay, about our 
Fathers and Mothers,that dyed twenty years 
ago ? Are we thoughttuld how 'twas with 
them the laſt Night, the laſt Week, the laſt 
year ? It may be they pity d, and wept over 

us, 
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bis, if we were hurt, or in dangerof it. And 
thus will our Children deal with us; it may 
be go from the Grave, and either pleaſe them- 
ſelves in what we leave them, or fall out a- 
bout it, Ectlef. 4, 16. they that come aftet 
ſhall not rejoyce in us, Job 14. 20. The Fa- 
ther is laid in the Grave, v.21. His ſonrcomd 
to honour, and he knows it not, or they are 
brought low, and it's all one to him, bur, 
poor wretch, he is tormented in Body and 
Soul, v. 22, The Son rants and roars on aft 
Ale-bench, or Tavern, ſpending that the 
Father greedily, or unjuſtly, got, and ſec 
roaring in Hell for it. Fooliſh befotted Crea- 
tares, that we do ce, and yet cannot fee ir, 
ſo as wiſely to conſider it. Many Parents are 
fond of thoſe Children, thar at preſent de- 
ſpiſe and laugh at them, and will rejoyce at 
their Death. 

3. Prop: That if I amleſt, all is loſt, as to 
10 ME. 

When I dye, this Heaven, Earth, and 
Seas arc nothing ary more to me. Here 
I make a gfteat ado about Houſes, Elſtates, Ce. 
"I will not be long with me as now 'tis; "It's 
but a little while, and Houſes will be no 
Hovufcs te me, Food and Cloathing nothing 
to me, I muſt Ive down in the dark, cold, 
ſilent Grave, Night and Day , Winter and 
Summer. Theſe Eycs ſhut up, theſe Ears 
and Mouth ſtort with dirt and rottennefs. 
How ghaſtly is the fight of ſome dying men ? 
Fheir Eyes funk in, their Throats ſcorchr 
L £ wah 
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with drought, their Bowels and Heads rackt, 
their Limbs failing, their faces gather pale- 
neſs, it may be their Souls full of horror and 
confuſion ; and their Friends ſtand by,weep- 
ing and wringing their hands,but cannot caſe 
their pains, heal their wounds , ſtrengthen 
their limbs , refreſh their bowels, ſcatter 
their fears, pardon their ſins ; it mayſbe, it's 
terrible to them to ſee ſuch miſerable com- 
forters; it may be, increaſe their horrour, to 
think how they have linn'd with them ; but 
alzs, r wretch ! the ſtanders by fay, let 
him alone, diſtarb him not, leave the Room, 
let him alone now, what, that dear Friend 1 
ſo often embrac'd, ſo much delighted to 
converſe with; ay, be gone, that Tongue 
mult ſpeak no more to thee, he is ſpeechleſs, 
he gap*s and ſweats, groans and ſhneks out ; 
what, 'et him alone, to whom? to cruel 
Dcath, he is now in other hands, it may be 
dragging before an angry God. Now what 
ifa loving Wife, and many tender Children 
wept over him, if his Heart be not right 
with God, all about and before him are no- 
thing to him. Well, but he is dead, why 
then provide to have him out of the way, lay 
him in a winding ſheet, lay him in the 
Grave, throw dirt upon bim, cover him 
deep enongh, that he ſtink not, away the at- 
tenders go, and all the once neceſſary provi- 
ſions ; but in the mcan while, wheres the 
r Wretches Soul ? appearing before God's 
ribunal. Now judge terioully, and believe 


is 
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it aforchand, that all the World is nothing 
to you, if you periſh, 

4. Prop. On the other hand all is well, if we 
are ſav'd. 

We can part with Friends here, to go to 
better above. Said a good man to one weep» 
ing by him, Weep mor for mer, I am go- 
ins to 4 Father that wil do mic no birt. Bow 
pleaſant and comfortable, to ſee a good man 
or woman dying with Triumph and Joy; 
its beyond all the great Things, and 
Splendour, and Acclamations of this Life. 

his .day of Death is better than the day 
of Birth. I thank God, 1 have ſeen and 
heard many depart triumphing, and with- 
out horror, and amazement, told me, * Once 
© Death was terrible, but now it's nothing 
©to me to dye, I long to be diſſolved, Come, 
Lord Teſus, come quickly. Another faying, 
expreſling a great delire and willingneſs 
to dye, * Was ever weary Traveller atraid 
© of coming to .his Journeys end too ſoon, 
© or Heir to his Inheritance? 1 am as fore 
© of going to Heaven, as that now I ſee 
you. Another juſt gaſping out his laſt, 
ſaid, © The Glory is unexpreſſible 1 now 
©ſee. Another ſaid, I am not afraid to 
© dye, not becauſe I have been ſuch a good 
© Servant, but bccanſe | am going to fo 
© nood and gracious a Maſter. Now, can 
any thing be grievous or troubleſome to 
ſuch a one, that is going.to, reſt, and 
then all is well? ©*Iys bur a dirty Lane 
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©*to my Father's Palace, a dark paſlage 
*to my Heavenly Manfions, it's but ſhut- 
© ring mine Eyes, and I am in Heaven, 
faid one dying, to her tender, dear Child, 
©1 love you well, but my Chriſt and Hea- 
*yen better. Nothing can be ſo near and 
dear as \eclf 


whether he ſball be Sav'd or Loft, 151 


CHAP. VIIL 


2. Query. Whence jvit, that men ave ſo apt to 
deceive and loſe themſelves, when nothing 12 
/o near and dc ay anda noching CAN make 
amends for this lols ? 

This is worth our ſerious Enquiry. 


T is from our ſelves. 
2. From others. 
| could give many Reaſons from our 
ſelves, 


1. Here is one in the Text, becauſe we 
think our ſelves to be ſomeyyhat. It's hard 
to convince Men, that they are nothing, 
Men will deceive themſelves. Who could 
imagine, that men ſhould he poor, and blind, 
and miſerable , and naked, and yet think 
themſelves rich and need nothing, Rev. 3. 
16, 17. men are not ſuch Fools and fo mi- 
ſtaken about this World. Wall any men 
ſow Chaff, and expect to reap Wheat ? And 
the Apoltle ſays, Be nor deceived , God is noe 
mocked ; no doubt of that, it we deceive our 
ſelves and others, God cannot, will not be 
cheated. Hear v. 7. following my Text. 
For whatſoever 4 man ſoweth, that [bal be reap. 
Who doubts of that? yet v. 8. though men 
ſow to Corruption, and for Hell, they hope 
to reap Heaven. Again fays the Apoſtle, 

L 4 it Cor. 
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r Cor.6.y. Know ye not , that the unright cons 
ſhall not come ro heaven, be not decerv'd ! inti- 
mating, that ſuch groſs abominable ſinners 
are apt to deceive themſelves, and Idolaters, 
| and Adulrterers, and Drunkards, that hive 
: and dye io ſhall be favd; ay, but they are 
deceiv'd. Now is not this common amongſt 
vs, do not ſuch as never pray, fuch as are 
ignorant, prophane, idle , ready for every 
evil work, reprobate to good, lye down 
and rife up, bid their Neighbour good mor- 
row and good night, cat and laugh, plow 
and ſow, and rcap, take all the times and 
ſeaſons, and never fear Hell, nor care for 
Hcaven, and yet doubt not but all will be 
well, and be angry, it any queſtion or doubt 
ol 1t. 

2. From non-conſideration, from want 
of ſerious conhideration, and diligent fearch 
and enquiry. Men will not fit down and 
conlider what they are, what they ought to 
be, what they might be, what they are do- 
ing, nor whither they are going. They 
are not ar leaſure, at leaſt not ar preſent , it 
may be they may hereafter. 1 doubt not 
but there are many in Hell, that did reſolve 
to call themſelves to a ſtrift, account once be- 
fore they dicd , bat that once never came. 
One adviſeth, he that would reſolve to repent 
one day before bis death, ſhould this preſent 
day, becauſe he knows not whether he ſhall 
have 2 morrow. Oh ! that mien could be 
brougit to this great dury of Self-cxamina- 
tion, 
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tion, and ſerious Conlideration, and to put 
ſome cloſe and ſearching queſtions to them- 
ſelves. Am I really converted, and new-born, 
orno? Am la Child of God, or the Devil? 
Certainly there is and muſt be a vaſt diffe- 
rence betwixt Heaven and He!l, and there 
muſt be avery great difterence berwirt the 
Heirs of ſuch Glory, and the Fire-brands of 
Hell. Can think, God will give ſuch match- 
leſs Glory to the one, and throw the other 
into unquenchable burnings , but that he 
makes a mighty change on the one here? 
Wherein doth it appear , that I differ from 
others, that 1 fear are going in the broad 
way to deſtruftion ? What do 1 more than 0- 
thers, do not even the Worldlings and Car- 
nal the ſame ? What it 1 ſhould be deceiv'd 
and undone to all Erernity ? Whar if 1 cry 

ceto my ſelf, if God ſpeaks not peace, 
if his Word ſpeak no peace, if mine own 
Conſcience and Life ſpeaks no peace ? What 
ſmall matters do fatisfy and content the 
moſt ? Had they no better Evidences for their 
Eſtates, no better grounds to Hope well, as 
to their Health and Lives, than they have 
about their Souls eternal Life , how uncaſre 
and reſtleſs would they be ? But men wall 
not ſet ſome tige apart, fit down alone, 
ſearch their Souls and Lives, debate matters 
with themſelves ; ſome ſuch queſtions as theſe 
may be of a great uſe. - 1 know 1 was born in 
lin, and conceiv'd in iniquity, have F found 
any rcal change, can 1 ſay, whereas I was 


blind, 
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blind, now I fee? Apain,every day I am bu» 
ſie, Head, Heart, and Hands employd. & ve 
Are my thoughts Spiritual and Heavenly ? re! 

P.104-34 Can 1 ſay to God, my meditation of thee is Y 21 
ſweet, and in the multitude of my thoughts, I th 
P9419 letthem be of the great and rich things of pr 
Pl.139, the World, or of the troubles, croſſes, and as 
19,18. loſles, thy comforts delight my ſoul. Nay, cry ye 
out experimentally, How pretions -are thy nc 
thoughts to me, O God, how great the ſum, more m: 
than the ſand, when 1 awake I am ſtill with thee. ſh! 
Dol love God with all mine Heart and Soul, }} 5c 
and hate cvery falſe way? Dol pray as one th 
that believes God will hear and anſwer ? Yi 
What are all my Prayers, it they do not to 


reach Heaven, and mine Heart and Life ? _ 
Do I believe that ſome mens Prayers are an m 
Ja. 1. 11- abomination, as well as their ſwearing and {| © 
wit curing? Dol groan and ſink under the fin 15 


eb. 66, 


wo 


I confeſs and beg pardon of? Do I grieve, | * 
weep in bitterneſs of Spirit? I mult weep t 
now, or roar in Hell, Am I reſtlefs, crying tc 
mightily and continually to God, till I ob- Y 
tain pardon, peace and healing ? Alas / the 
moſt do but trifle in their ſolemn addreſles to 
God ? Where arc the Perſons that do pour 
out their Souls in Complaints and importu- 
nate Requeſts? Do l verily helieve, that God 
Take 18, delights in thoſe Prayers, and not delight in 
Ge them my ſelf ? Why ſhould I deceive my ſelf 
with empty dead ſervices, that God is not, 
cannot be plcas'd with, as good never a whit, 
as never the better ? How many, would they 
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- toatrial? What traſh, what triflings would 
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fit down and conſider, would find, that they 
yerily belicye God will not hear them, nor 
regard ſuch work ; 1s it ſuch a Prayer, ſuch 
a Faſt, ſuch hearing as | delight in? And 
theeefore have they not boldneſs in God's 
preſence. Thus may you ſearch and inquire 
as to every Duty, and the whole courſe of 
your lives. Conſider and enquire, am | 
now doing what God requirfs, both for 
matter and manner ; can 1 expe God 
ſhould fay, Well done, good and faithful 
Servant, when 1 am doing little or nothing 
that is good ? Canl believe that this is ſtri- 
ring to enter in at the ſtrait Gate, at leaſt lo, . 
to ſeek as to be able ? May I not fear,though _ "oP 
I ſhould at laſt fay, Lord,oper, I have heard © 
many Sermons, read many Chapters, that, ... _. 
God ſhould ſay, depart, 1 never knew you, that zz. *  *? 
is, to approve of you, or delight in you. 4 Marhg, zxr 
knew your Hypocriſie, but not your fſinceri- 25 
ty. Can Ithink that all Ido from morning _ 
to night, from the beginning of the Week and denn gy 
Year tothe end, is running, and ſo running The flug. 
as to obtain, Is this ſtriving as for the Ma-gar4 lying 
ſtery, fighting as for a Crown ? Is this idle, = and t= 
lazy, ſenſual, vain, unprofitable life, labou- Of? nt, 

ring and watching , and taking Heaven by pc efſer 
violence ? For the Lords ſake, for your Souls laborare. 

ſake, ſearch and deceive not your ſelves. 


' Would you but bring your Hearts and Lives, 


words and works to the Touch-ſtone, to the 
Ealance, tothe light of the word, and ſtand 


you 
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you find mach, that now goes for duties and 
ſervices. Alas! men will not be faithful 
to themſiclves, 


1. Did Chriſt, the Apoſtles, the Prophets, 
and all the good men of old thus live as 1 do ? 
Did not they deny themſelves , 'go croſs to 
the ſtream and courſe of this wicked world, 
were zealous and abundant in doing good ; 
pray morn and even and at noon, ſeven times 
a day pray,praiſe, meditate on the word day 
and night, ww reſpeCt to all God's comman- 
dements ? Now | hope for the tame mercy, 
call the ſame God Father, hope he will love 
and defend me as them; why then ſhould 
I not do the ſame work, as well as expe the 
ſame reward ? If I have Jacob's God and re» 
fuge, I muſt have Jacob's hope and reliance ; 
if Abraban's bleſſings, have Abrabam's Faith, 
Obedience, Self-denial, be ready to offer 
up our 1/aa”*:; alſo. I know not, why. we 
ſhould not labour to be as any of thoſe before 
us ;. pray and praiſe, and love as much. 
Can we think,that thoſe things were written 


Rem. 15.4. Only for ns toread what they did and faid ? 


why, they are gone to Heaven, but we muſt 
believe the fame, do and ſuffer as they. The 
Apoſtle plainly ſays, Heb. 6.11, 12. Every 
one of us muſt ſhew 17:0 ſame diligence to the full 
aſſurance of h«. je to the end nor muſt we be ſlothful 
followers of them, who through faith and patience 
inherit the promiſes ; that is, if we will come 


totheir end, to their reſt and happineſs, we 
muſt 
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muſt tread in the ſame ſteps,go the ſame way 
daily. 

2. Can we imagine, that God ſhould give 
ſo many counſels and warnings, fo man 

ecious choice encourapements , c 
uch great and good things, only for us to 
live careleſs, looſe, Nlothful lives ? Need fo 
much be ſaid, to perſuade me to riſe, eat, 
drink and be merry, or walk in the Fields, 
follow my Trade, it may be pray or read a 
quarter or halt an hour; on God's day read 
an hour longer, hear a Miniſter pray and 
Preach an hour or two, get home and cat and 
drink and never ſpeak of the word more ; 
though never ſo mariy riiles, follow not one 
of them farther than it conſiſts with mine 
caſe, intereſt, or humour ? 


157 


1. Would a man conſider things aright, , ce, 14. 
is this to be ſtedfait, unmoveable, always Lf. 


abounding in God's work, becauſe God will 


abundantly reward us ; is this to be fervent 1 F*#-4+ 5, 
in Spirit, not flothful 1a bulineſs, to give aJl'* ** 


diligence, to work out our Salvation? Is 
this to ſpend our ſelves and be ſpent, to pray 
without cealing, to pray evermore, to watch 
and pray, to pray and not faint, Zzke 1$. 1. 
need we put on the whole Armour of God 
for this? Epv. 6.10. to 17. need we a Brealſt- 
plate, an Helmet, a Shield, a Sword for 
this? Need we watch and take heed, and 


| keep our Hearts with all diligence for this ? 


2, Are 
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2. Are we not aſham'd to think, that God 
ſhould give us his Spirit, his Grace, his Mi- 
niſters, his Goſpel, ſuch a bleſſed Word to 
enable vs, and yet to do nothing ; that God 
ſhould change us, turn us from darkneſs to 
light, open our Eyes, *Ears, and Hearts for 
nothing ? Did we but conſider how many 
expreſſions there are in Gods word to this 
purpole ; that his Grace ſhall be ſufficient; 
that his ſtrength ſhall be manifeſted in our 
weakneſs, what to do juſt nothing, or what 
1s worth nothing ? Are we not born anew to 
great and high things ? 

3. Can we enjoy ſuch rich, choice, and 
diſtinguiſhing priviledges from thereſt of the 
World, and not do more than they ? What 
be God's Children, Chriſt's Brethren, his 
Members; and all for mean low work. Say, 
what the Children of the King of Heaven do 
ſuch low ſordid things, ſuch baſe vile things ? 
Would men but put ſome ſearching quelti- 
ons, how ſoon would they ſhake their conh- 
dence, and yet fo caſfily deceive them+ 
ſelves ? 

4 Am I not aſham'd and confounded to 
think, that God ſhould now promiſe, and at 
laſt pive, a Crown and Kingdom unto me, 
that am fo ſlothful, careleſs and unprofita- 
ble ? Its troe, 1 cnjoy great Privikedges, bnt 
do little work ; 1 conteſs,the beſt and moſt 
faithful unwearied Servants muſt acknow- 
ledpe, that the doings as well as ſufferings 
of this preſcnt time, are not worthy to be 

Foe 
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” compared with the Glory that ſhall be re- 


i- veal'd in them, and wonder,that their light 

oO work, which is but for a moment, ſhould, 

d thorow rich Grace, work for them a far more 

'0 exceeding and Eternal weight of Glory, and _ 

'r it may be well ſaid, that Eternal Lite is the ho 
y | freegiſtof God; and that its their Fathers © 

is good Pleaſure to give them a Kingdom; 

n there is no compare between the work and atub, 24. 
r the wages ; therefore God fays, Well done, 21. 

r thou good a#t faithful Servant , thou haft been 

7 faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler 


over many things, But then how can I, that 
] have not only laid up many of my Maſters 
, Talents in ſloth and idleneſs, but have wa-,”,, . 
p ſted away moſt of them in ſin and exceſs, ex- ,0, 
] xt that God ſhould fay well done ? When | 
ave neither been a vcrvant, nor good, nor 
| faithful ina few things ; but rather expect 
he ſhould ſay, thou wicked and ſlorhful ſervant ;; 
take all from tim, and caſt that unprofitable 
[ervant into outer darkneſs. Why ſhould we 
thus flatter our ſelves ? When God fays, not 
only the tree that brings torth bad , but the 


tree that brings not forth good fruit, muſt 


be hewn down in judgment and calt into the 
FIC. 
2. From others. Another great canſe of 


_ ourdeccit, 1s, from others ; bur this alſoart- 
teth from our own folly and wickednefs; 0- 
thers could not hurt vs, were it not fromour 

' 
ſelves. 


1. By 
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1. By comparing our ſelves with others, 
2 Cor. 10. 1 3. meaſuring themſelves by them- 
ſelves , and comparing themſelves amongſt 
themſelves, they are not wiſe. Men are apt 
to think, 1 am not worſe than my Neigh- 
bours, and moſt abont me are as bad one 
way or other as I am, and they arenorrou- 
bled, and why ſhould 1 be fo inquiſitive and 
folicirous ? Indecd here and there is one, or 
a few, more preciſe and exatt, but thoſe 
have their failings another way, I will 
venture with the reſt ; this is a dangerous 
ſnare ; men argue not thus as to this World , 
my Neighbours are many of them poor, 
and therefore I will not endeavour to be rich. 
But God plainly tells them, that the moſt go 
on in the broad way to Hell, and that you 
muſt not follow a mu#titude to do evil. 
There was but one Noah, one Lot , one Aft- 
caiah ; was It any calc or relict to them, that 
they all pcriſht together ? but it thoſe that 
appear good are bad otherwiſe, God calts 
them off, it really bad ; if but failings, God 
1s ſevere againſt them, as againſt Moſes, Aa- 
ron, David, Eli, and many others. 

2. By reſting upon the judgment and ap- 
probation of others, or rathcr upon their 
connivence, ſilence and forbcaring you. 


, 


8. It may be, others ſay nothing to you, 
let you alone from day to day, and week to 
week. It may be Relations, ncar and dear 
Friends, ſome careleſs Parcats You may 


be 
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be apt to think ,(if you think any thing at all 
about ir) were my condition ſo bad, fo ve- 
ry dangerous, ſome would be ſo kind to tell 
me mine own, and warn me to flee from the 
wrath to come. But we meet cach other of- 
ten, ſalute kindly ; enquire of the bodily 
welfare, about the times and our affairs of 
the World, but not one word of God , nor 
about our Souls ; ſurely therefore there is nd 
danger. Burt, 


1, Conſider that few, very few, are really 
concern'd about their own Souls, and there- 
fore you can't expect they ſhould be ſo about 
yours ! They are lick themfclves to the very 
Heart of the ſame Diſeaſe, of floth and 
carelcſneſs, and ſenſuality, and can you rea- 
ſonably expett they ſhould reprove, or warn; 
or exhort you ts thoſe duries, that they do 
not mind themſelves ? belide;, rhey are bully 
employ'd about the ſame worldly deligns and 
inatrers, as you are, and are not at lcaſure, 
nor have they any Heart for theſe great and 


ſpiritual things 4 they are of the World, ,.,.. 
therefore ſpeak they of the World. Chriſt ©. 


makes a great difterence betwixt his and the 
reſt. John 17. 14,16, They are not of the World, 
even as 1 am not of the World, therefore the 
World hateth them. Now, were you ever 
hated and perſecuted, becaiiſe you differ 
from the World? you rather pleaſe your 
ſelves, that you agree with them. 


E 
-. 


M 2. Thoſe 


161 


162 


Every Mans grand Intereſt and Enquiry 

2. Thoſe that are concern'd about'their 
own Souls, yet know, that you will not 
take it kindly, if they ſpeak plainly to you : 
You know not their thoughts of you by their 
filence. Moſt think hardly of each other, 
though few ſpeak plainly and freely ;, judge 
not by their (ilence, that they approve of you. 
There are very few faithful Friends to Mens 
Souls. It may be ſome are ſo guilty them- 
ſelves, that they are aſham'd, as well as 
afraid, to reprove, warn or admoniſh you. 


2, It may beothers commend you to your 
faces, think well and approve of you, this 
is a dangerous ſnare ; and yet it doth pleaſe 
and ricklc the moſt ; but what 1s this, as to 
the goodneis of your condition ? Men are 
very falſe anddeceitful, and may commend 
you, whcn in their Hearts they condemn you ; 
they are weak and ſhallow, and fce not your 
infides, nor know your Hearts, and obſerve 
bur little of your aCtions, and are apt to paſs 
a falſe judgement for or againſt, as they are 
pleas'd and aftefted. They know not your 
down-lying and up-riſing ; betdes,'twil ſtand 
you in no ſtcad, Luke 16. 15, Kom. 2. laft. 
Whoſe praiſe is not of Men, but of God. 2 Cor. 
Io. 15. Not be that commenderb bymlelf, or 
whom Man, but mhom the Lord, commendeth, is 


approved, 
CHAP. 
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3. Query. How dread} ml thy condition, if bo 
as laft t Better ] never bud a Tongue, ' an Fy, 
an Earn Hand chant employ all for Goul 3; 
better I bad the Fieart of a Doy that a 
wiched Heart, not to love God. 


1, How fad will it be with you dying, 
and at Judgment ? 


2.” How fad is your condition at preſent, 
all ins Jadgement and a Corſe to you ? 


'Þ Ow fad 'and dreadful will it appear 
H at. 'the laſt day, how terribleand 
ghaitly; and amazing will it be, to part with 
theſe empty bubbles and toys, and have real 
confution and aſtoniſhment ? Conld you al- 
ways delight your lt with theſe , 'twere 
ſomewhat 5 but Deach ſtrikes the quaſfing 
Boul , -the full Glaſſes, out of the Gallanrs 
hand. What a daſh had Belſhaz tar, Dan. x. 
brg. amidft all his Lords,- quafting and carou- 
ling ! v, 6. bis Coomenance chang d, bis Thonghes 
troubled , the joymts of by Boys, lavled, bus 
Knees ſmote one againit another. What, 2 
ſinall drop imbitter a Crown, ſpoil a Feat 7 
Mordecat's not bowing the knee ſpoil'd 
Hamans (atisfaCtion in all he had. Eſther $.12, 
! 3. So little Leaven ſowre the lump, and how 
M 2 100 
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ſoon all gone and loſt ,and he hang'd ? Naborhs 
Vineyard diſturbs LFo&þ in all his Kingly 
abundance. 1 Kmys 21. 5,6. Ay, but he can 
ſoon get that,chep. 7. v. 16. But what came to 
him there, v. 19. The Dogs ſhall lick thy Blood, 
I have often thought with pity on great Men 
in their Pomp and Splendour , ſuppoſe them 
Worldly-wic, grand Politicians, ſucceſsful, 
honourable, rich and mighty, with ſerious 
conſideration ; poor wretched Man, ſhould 
he loſe himſelf amidſt all and'be wicked, he 
can't look with comfort one hour beyond 
Death, nor one foot beneath the Grave ; * 
whereas a good Man looks every way with 
comfort, as the Apoſtle 2 Tim, 4. He looks 
downward with chear{ulneſs. v,6. I am now 
ready to be offer'd up, and the time of my depar- 
_ js at band, It's but as "ting off bis 
Clothes, or taking a Journy ; it's but a Style 
or two more to my Fathers Houſe, but wink- 
ing and 1 am in Heaven ; whereas a Sinner 
trembles and is amaz'd ; the boldeſt Sinners 
go backward when Death comes on ; 
what dreadful out-cries and ſcreitches on 
Death-beds, but how many good Men long 
to be diflolv'd ? © Bleſſed Glorious fight, to , 
ſee and hear a Saint dying in peace, and going 
triumphaatly to Honour. 


2. He looks backward with comfort and 

, ſatisfattion. v. 7. / have fourbe a pooh; 
| have endeavour'd to ſerve the will of 

faithfully. As Hezehiah, 1/a. 38. 3. Lord, 


remember 
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remember how 1 have walks before thee with a 
perfett and upright Heare, A wicked wretch 
dreads to look back, and dare not fay, Lord, . 
remember how I have livd; dare not fay 
Lord remember the Sins of my Youth an 

riper years, my Sabbaths and Week-days. 
David in old Age could look back with com- 
fort and confidence on his younger years. 
Pal. 11. 6, 9, 17, 18. Thou baft upheld and 
tanght me from my Touth, now ſorſakg me not, 
when Old and Gray-headed, Now a Sinner 
looks back with horror, ſhame and confuſion. 


3. He looks forward; with comfort and 
boldneſs, to the day of Judgement, and to 
the Second coming af Chrif. v. 8. There is 
a vaſt difference beryten good and bad on this 
account. 21.26, 23. Others hearts ſhall 
fail them for fear, and the powers of Heaven 
ſhall ber ſhaker, then look, up, lift up your heads, 
for Redemption dramwerb near. It's a great 
difterence between the guilty and the inno- 
cent, when the Aſize draws near, and the 
Judge at hand. 


4 He looks upward, with triumphing joy 
and admiration, to the Crown of Righteouſ- 
neſs and Glory; their Hearts _—— joy 
here in hopes of it; how will itbe, when 


juſt entring into Heaven? Eye hath not ſeen 
nor Ear heard, thoſe great things prepared 
for them. 


M 3 1, Now 
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i, Now if a Singer that is: lot look 
downward. 

(x.) There is a diſmal Grave; to receive 
his __y filthy Goful Body, a mighty 
change frem all delicacies, and careand at- 
tendance ; the Bed of Down chang'd wntoa 
Led of dirt and bones, and a little after _ 
a Bed of flames ; the well-built Houſe wi 
deekt Rooms, . furniſh'd and adorn'd, glaſs 
Windows, Doors and Out-lets, thang'd into 
a dark hole, _ up, not the leaſt breathing 
hole or crany of Light ; warmth and waſhing, 
rubbing _ ek? the Body, and other 
things chang'd intoa lump of naftine(s, and 
what is loathſome and corrupted. 


(2.) iy then he looks lower, and fees 
Hell open for him,Devils g2ping, vnquench- 
able -—nowol to reccive bin wo hc 
dic 7 he dare not die, he can't Yye. Now 
his Ears hcar _—__ but ſcreitches and roar- 
ings, his Eycs behold all diſmal ghaſtly 
Objedts. . What 1s it to ſee a dear Child, 
Husband or Wife, in Convulſive-fats,, under 
Groanes and Sweats, and ghaſtly looks? 
but fall under Gods. endleis wrath, who 


2. knows the power of his Anger, 1 ribulation, 


Anguiſh and Wrath upon theySoul ; -the 
breath of Gods Anger enkindle the Flames. 
© what will Sinners do? Can thine Heart 
endure ? Will not thy finews crack, and thy 
Soul mctr? 


2. 2ut 
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2, But when the wretch looks backward, 
what a ghaſtly hight, all his Sins, his Pride, 
wantonneſs, idlenefs, hypocrifie , what not ; 
O the ſwarms of filthy vile thoughts, the 
multitude of wicked finful words, 2 whole 
Life of Sin : Now Death will ſerthem in 
order before thee ; here will be a refleftion 


x. On what you were, once had and en- 


joyd ; all the pleaſures, caſe and plenty, Miſremef 
fuch an Eſtate, ſuch Friends, all loſt and 4ixiſe,f=- 
gone; no more, never, no more ; how wan- iſe beates. 


ton, vain, proud, idle, when enjoy d them? 


2. What you might have been, and done ; 
what bleſſed Seaſons of Grace loſt, I might 
have Pray'd, Read, Heard at ſuch a time, 
when I was idle, vain and fooliſh. I was on 
my Bed of floth, or in idle Company, when 
| might have been upon my knees, wreltling 
with God 'for Grace and Mercy ; how well 
might it now have been with my Soul? 


3. But alas ! what a fad condition have I 
now linn'd my felf into ? I can't look back on 
one hour, on one duty, with comfort. Every re- 
lation, every mercy, every judgement help 
to increaſe my torments,poor wretch, miſe- 
rable wretch, wicked wretch that 1 am, 
though I receiv'd ſo much from God, 1 ſcarce 
ever did him one hours hcarty Service all my 
days; I hayc done much againſt him. 


M 4 4. When 
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4- When he looks forward to the day of 
Judgement, there he ſces Chriſt that once 
came to woe him, to fave him, now comin 
in faming hre to Judge, to deſtroy him, -. 
that tor ever ; whither ſhall I fly or run, 1 
muſt appear, and I muſt be condemn'd, and 
to unquenchable burnings ? When that $a- 
viour ſhall come in the Clonds with his 
mighty Angels, and the Saints meet him in 
the Air , 1 muſt hear the dreadfnl Sentence. 
Math. 25. 41. Depart, from whom ? from 
peace and happineſs for ever. Depart, thou 
Curſed, what Chriſt call me ſo? with his 
word gocs the Curie and Vengeance, and 
ſeiſeth on the ſinner ; but whather, back to 
the Earth again, or to a Dungeon or a 
Priſon, or into the Grave again f?-no, into 
fire, ſcorching fire z but how long ? for ever, 
Ever-laſting hire; when Ten Thouſand years 
out, as new as at firſt, prepared for the Devil 
and bis Angels. What caried, dreadfol ghaſtly 
Company , what aftrights and amazements 
are ſome in, under apprehenſions of Appari- 
tions ? How terrible,a Dream? What will it 
be to be caſt amongſt them ? O rremendaan Dei 
Tudicinm, the Ancients call'd it. It's a fear- 
fol thing to fall into the hands of the living, 
angry God; Did you never ſee a guilty 
Rogne ſtand trembling in his Chains before 
the Judge ? and do not ſtanders-by tremble 
and melt, to hear the Judge, (and poor weak 
Man that muſt ſtand trembling before this 
Tribunal alſo, when this Judge gives the 
| Sentenc & 
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Sentence of Death ; O what will it be, when 
God ſhall fay, Take bim, Devil. 

5. When he looks upward, there is an 
Heayen, but no entrance for him ; he ſays, 
Depart, I know thee not, that is, to love thee 
or ſave thee ; there is an angry God, whoſe 
face is a flame of Fire againſt thee , that 
ſmiles on others, and bids them welcome. 


6. When he looks inward,there is a wick- 
ed Heart, 2 ſtinging Conſcience, there is all 
in an uprbar ; whereas the good Mans Con- 
ſcience is} a Mount-Tabor, a glimpſe of 
Glory, an Heaven upon Earth, a Kingdom 
of Goodneſs within him, thine is aterrour 
to thy ſelf and to all about thee,an Hell u 
Earth.None need accuſe dying perſons, then 
ſevere enongh againſt ſelves,that would 
not bear others gentle mild Reproofs before. 


7. When they look outward, withoot and 
about them , all witneſs againſt them ; their 
Friends cry for them, but can cry outagainſt 
them; their Beds witneſs their floth, it may 
be their flechinefs ; the Frames, the Timber, 
the Stones, cry out againſt them : None to 
pity, nothing to help, whereas good Men 
leave their friends with comfort, and can 
ſay, 1 am not afraid to die. 


x, If you are loſt and thus miſcarry, all 
you bave, or ſeem to have, or be, is nothing to 
you. What is a great Name, Applauſe, 
nour, 
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Honour and Ref to adead Corpſe, to » 
damn'd Soul ? Alas! that you could but for» 
ſee and know it, for your good and advan- 
tage ? What if others, many others, have 
ood thoughts of you, 'twil ſtand you in no 
fired. When a perion is to be Tryed for his 
Eſtate or Life; he thinks all of his own f 
repreſents it ſo to his Counſellour 
friends ; they ſay, he need not fear, be of 
good courage, all will be well ; but when 
the perſon or Cauſe is brought before the 
Judge, the Writings are brought forth, the 
Witnelles called , and things appear quite 
otherwiſe, the Cauſe is loſt, and the 
Calt and Condemned; , what is he the better 
for his own good thoughts, or others good 
words? We are very favourable to our ſelves, 
and cry, Peace, all ts well, Rom, 2.beg. Judge 
others, but not our ſelves ; other fair 
to us, but at the laſt,the great Day, the Books 
will be brought out enlegeald. Kev, 20, 12. 
and the Witneſles appear, your own Hearts, 
Tongues, Lives, your Enemies, your Neagh- 
bours ; and then all will appear as rcally it 
is, and God will paſs Righteous Sentence. 
What doth it advantage you to live in a fools 
Paradiſe, topleaſe your ſelves with a Dream ? 
think now that you Eat and Drink, and in 
the Morning of the Reſurreftion awake, and 
your Souls are empty, and you faint and 
periſh: You loſe+ your friends , your pre- 
lent enjoyments, your Bodies, your Souls ; 
you lole God , Chriſt ang Heayen ; _ 
a 
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ſhall he faid to awaken you and do yau 
good ? 

2. At preſent, if you are not good.all you 
ſeem to have and enjoy 1s in Judgementand 
wrath. Tir... 1. 15. T0 the pure all things are 

e, bus to the impure all is defiled. . lt would 
Ae large 3 digreſlion, to ſhew,ay to all 
particulars. 


1, This is agreat loſs; you loſe the real 
g00d and Bleſihe of what you now have ; 
your outward mercies.and crolley.are- all ig 
Judgment and Wrath ; ygur Table is a Snare, 
while the Mcat is in your Mouths, the Wrath, 
the Gurſe of God a5 an your Souls: -You are 
ted as Encmies, only tatted and heted for 
the {laughter ; it you have Pomp and great- 
neſs, abundance and Honour, you argRidzng 
in the greater; Stare to the Worms and rot- 
renneſs, nay, to Hell and unquenchable burn- 
gs Some make .more haſt thither than 
others, run full ſpeed by rioting and excels: 
[t yon. axe poor, and ſick and diſtrelled, you 
are falling till lower, never ſtop till come to 
the. utmalt wrath, A good Man falls and 
riſcth agaia : Many think, becauſe they ſuffer 
ſo woke here, God will pardon agd fave 
them ; alas ! .ſuppofſe your ſufferings, could 
make amends for your {ijps, which can't be, 
yet they can't procure Oe row and bica- 
ven.1Kam, $. 18, dilthe Fitted not = 4vay the 
cult of the old World, nor Sodom: fire 471 up the 
Luit;. Many lyc roaſting and roaring under 
fhercec 


A017 4. 
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Surgunt 
indotti,& 
rapiunt 
Calum, 
dum nos 
voltamus 
To, 
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wrath,and wicked ſtill, fo thoſe in Hell, Now 
a good Man is the better for his mercies, all 
iven in love from God, and all Praiſe and 
nks given from a loving Heart to God. 

A good Man bleſſeth and loves God more for 
one bit of Bread, than a wicked Man doth 
for a full Table. A great Man ſtanding ac- 
cidentally at a poor Mans door, and ovyer- 
hearing him give God thanks folequly and 
heartily, would go in to ſee yhat great Feaſt 
he was ſothanktul for, and found only Bread 
and little elſe ; he went out aſham'd and con- 
founded, that he was no more thankful for 
his abundance. Short Commons , ſerious 
hearty Grace, are a good Meal, a rich Feaſt. 
Many Thouſands cat and drink, that do not 
love and praiſe God for it. We moſt of us 
generally more need Hearts to bleſs God 
with, than mercies to praiſe him for : What 
a vaſt difference is there between good and 
bad on this account ? One is for a full Table 
and a Cup over-flowng , the other for an 
Heart abounding in Love and Thanks-giving, 
A Cardinal, riding in Pomp and Pleaſure 
with his Company, ſtept aſide to a poor 
Man in the fields, and found him weeping, 
and askt him why he wept > he anſwer'd I 
was looking on this Toad , and admiring 
Gods goodneſs, that 1 was not made ſuch,a 
vile Creature ; with it heretarn'd to —_— 
pany ; ſaying, theſe unlearned mean perſons 
riſe up and Woke Heaven by Violence, whilſt 
we wallow\'in ſenſual pleaſures and Ro 
> 
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God feeds him tothe full, he waxeth wanton, 
and kicks agaialt God, and forgets his Maker 
and Benefactour ;, it atflift and chaſtiſe, mur- 
mour, repine, and it may be grow deſperate z 
that God ſays, why /mitren ? they will revolt 
more and more. Let the Prophet go to poor 
or rich, it's all one. er. 5. 3, 4. What ſhall 
be done to a wicked hard Heart ? 


2. It is fo, ayto means of Grace, and all 
Spiritual advantages, they are all in Judge- 
ment and wrath to you ; Gods Word doth 
but harden them that do's ſoften others. The 
Sun that ſoftens the Wax, doth harden the 
dirt ; that draws out the ſweet ſmell of 
flowers and choice incloſed Gardens, doth 
alſo the loathſome offentive ſcents and ſmell 
of Dung and Carrion. Who would think,that 
ſuch a choice Evangelical Preacher as 1/aiab 
ſhould be ſent to ſhut their Eyes, Ears, and 
Hearts ? J/a. 6. 9. &c. Nay, that frequent 
Preaching, precept upon precept, line upon 
line, ſhould be ſoabus'd as to make them fall 
backward, be broken, fecured and taken. 
Iſa. 28. 13. Some think, they ſcornfully re- 
pcated theſe words, v. 14, 22 as if weary of 
jo much of ir ; or, as others, they need [till 


word upon word, and all to no purpoſe, they Quiequid 
recipitur 
recipicur 
! Do acl ad mo- 
of Dzathto fome,1s well as of Lite toothers; gum rexi- 
the ſame good Secd will nor grow in the high pientis 


ſtill fall into fin, and at laſt under Gods } 
Jodgement. The wordot God is the Savonr 


VV iy, 


What a ſad condition is a wicked Man in ? if 1.26. 1, 
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way, Rocky , ſtony-ground, that proſpers 
in the good Ground. You may live mder 
powerful means of Grace, found Preaching 
and Heavenly Praying, and yet be in a dam- 
nable” condition : Who could hear a better 
Preacher , and be in better company than 
Fndas, and yet 2a caſt-away, a Devil? Reſt 
upon none of your outward priviledges. 


Read through the 24. of the Romans, and” 


then judge. 1 could inſtance in all parts of 
the Scripture, the promiſes @re a Rich Trea- 
ſure, hut none of them are for you. Rom. 8. 
28. All work, for good, but "tis ro them that 
lov eGod, all's in Judgement to others. Un- 
ſpeakable, unhcard of things, God hath pre- 
= in Heav'n, but it's for them that Love 

im. 2 Cor. 2. 9. A Crown of Righteouſneſs for 
them that love hs appearing. ' 
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CHAP. X 


4- . How may we prevent this dread(ul 
ble? Therefore if ooble deceive not, loſe not 
ſelves. Tow read, that it your all. Tok 

rd but one ſelf, one Soul 10 be danin'd or 
ſav/d, Ton have many other Perſons, matters 
and things that throng in ;, but chrow them all 


aſide, and mind this one thing needful. 


An. Ou muſt know, that Men will be premiſe 
xrſuaded ro any thing ſooner 
than this : Yon may perſuade them ro mind 
their Eſtates, their Health, their Houſes; 
their Grounds, their Wives, their Children, 
the Times, nay, others, and their matters, 
that nothing concern them ſooner than mind 
themſelves. There are many Wiſe Men, 
States-men, ingenuous Artificers, great Scho- 
lars, diligent and good Country-men, that 
will wiſely and carefully take care of all 
in their way, but themſelves. Rare Arts 
found out, great and mighty Buildings 
rais'd, great improvement of Lands, caretul 
Educating and plating al broad Childr ren, but Nemo in 
none look to theniſelves,or very few, to good i<i-rentat 
purpoſe ; nay, with reſpett to themſelves, ©*<cnde- 
they will be concern'd for their food, their ©» mms 
eaſe, their warm Rooms. wholcſome Air, 
pleaſane walks for the Body, and. y<rt noc 
regard the Soul ; yet farther as to arg Souls, 
ps. 
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you ray perſuade them to Read, to Hear, 
to Pray, to give Alms, and yet not prevail 
with them to look into their Hearts, and ſee 
how matters ſtand betwixt God and their 
Souls, It's very fad, that Men ſhould be no 
more earneſt for their own good, Prov, 15, 
32. We read, that Men deſpiſe their own Souls ; 
and Chap. 19. 26. He that keeperh rhe Com- 
mandment keeperh bis own Soul, but be that de- 
ſpiſeth bis ways ſhall die. He regardeth not 
lus own ways, not regard or mind what he 
doth, nor how 'tis done. 

- 


2. None can do this work for you, none 
can deceive, and none can vndeceiye you, 
pnleſs you will your ſelves. Who can harm 
you, if you will be Wiſe for your own $ouls * 
the Devil may tempt, others may allure, 
temptations may ofter themſclvesz but you 
wound yoyr ſelves, you ſtab your own Souls; 
I know there are many ſnares and great temp- 
tations, but yon ſet to your own Hand, and 
Seal your own Deſtruftzon : Nor can any 
help you, unleſs you be Wiſe your ſelves ; 
Miniſters may Preach, fect Rules before you, 
Friends periuade ; but this Heart-work, 
this Soul-work, none can do for you. 
Alas / they can't know your ſecret workings, 
who knows the thoughts of your Heads, and 
the affeftions of your Heart ? Others inay 
hear your words, your Prayers, fee your 
Profcſſion, but who ſees your Heart* ? whe- 
ther you are ſincere, {:rious, fervent, in what 
you 
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on do.? They may ſee your Clothes and the 
pots on them, but who knows whether you 
have ccean Hearts,or ſces the ſpots and defile- 
ments on them? It's very ſad that Men ſhould 
be ſo little concern'd. 
3- Having premis'd theſe two things, we 
may prevent Selt-Deſtruction by 


Four RULES 


1, By not reſting ſhort of real Godlineſs, 
2, 5y not relywng on others. 
. By preſſing after Sclf-Salvation, as great 
4 ri 


4- By doing it 41 « work, and as my work, 


Rile 1.- Reſt not on any _ ſhort of real 
| rags | mean of being truly good your 
elves. Many have rich and good things, 
but are not good themlielves. 

1, Reſt not pleag'd and ſatished withall 
the good things of this Life. I hope you are 
ſenlible, that the vileſt of Mcn may have all 
theſe, and be never the better, but much the 
worſe. Were not Pharach, Nebuchadnezzar, 
Belſhazzar, and Herod, rais'd to great dig- 
nities, mighty yown large Territories, and 
yet abborr'd and caſt off by God, as wicked ? 
How many live plentifully and comfortably 
all their | Buy and yet their Heads, Hearts, 
and Lives wicked and abominable to God ? 
| believe you take this for granted,as to many 
you know ; Now, why ſhould you reſt on 

that 
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that, without you ? Sore are proud of their 
Efrates; others of their Wiſdom, 2 third of 
their Houſe, Gardens, or can” fred 
An Aſs may be laden with your Riches, and 
yet an Afs ftill> How many Thouſands, 
Millions,pleaſe, undoe themſelves with theſe 
vain things ? But ſuppoſe you have Children, 
dear Friends, whether good or bad, yet ſtill 
the enquiry remains, am I good my elf ? 

2. Reſt not on Goſpel Friviledges, Ordi- 
nances or Duties. You may live under the 
choiceſt mcans of Grace, and yet be ih a dan- 
gerous, deſperate, damnable condition. How 
many Thouſands have liv'd under able fajth- 
ful Miniſters, hcard many pow ſear- 
ching Sermons, and have Pray'd and Fafted, 
and receiv'd the Bleſſed Sacraments, and. yet 
are harden'd, dcad in Sins and Treſpaſles ? 
many arclznorant, Worldly, Senſual ; ſoge 
Proud; rain and maſterte6 in their unrolely 
Aﬀections and Lufts; others, Hypocritical and 
falſe to God and May ; many tarn'd Atheiſti- 
cal and openly prophane. Some Pariſhes and 
Towns,where there bave been Learned, Holy 
and Laborious Minifters, ye not one Fa- 
mily in Ten, in Twenty, that pray to God, 
or ſcarce read the Scriptures all the Week. 
Thar had they liv'd in the dark corners of 
America and Africa, or in the Idolatrous 
blind parts of Aſia and Exrope, had been as 
good, it may be not ſo vile and ahominable, 
'The Apoſtle intimarcs, that ſuch as have been 
cnlightn'd and taſted the Heavenly gift, and 

' made 
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made = ape of the common gifts of the 
Holy Ghoſt, 


179 


and have taſted ſome reliſh and W%earh. 14, 


ſweetneſs in the word of God, and yet come 2*, 21. 
ſhort of Salvation. What though I ſeemto/*** 5:35 


Pray in- my Family , in my Cloſet, in the 
Congregation , it my Prayers reach not 
Heaven, and my Heart 2nd-Lite ? it's to no 
purpoſe. We read of Prayers, that are an 
Abominatiag th God. 

There are many things that are good, 
choice and excellent, but all nothing to you, 
unleſs you are good. Tir. 1. 15. 19 the pure 
all things are pore, 


1. God the Father is a Father to his own 
people, a Loving , Gracious and Glorious 
Father to them ; but what is all this to you, 
unleſs you are his Children ? Can you ima- 

inc that he is a loving Father to the wicked, 

t he calls the Devils Children, his ? No, 
ſays God. It f am your Father, I expect mine 
Honour and Fear. Mal. 1.6.7. and that you come 
out from the World. 2 Cor. 6. laf. Indeed we 
all cry Our F ather- which art in Heaven, but 
God knows his own Children, and their cry ; 
moſt that fay fo, have no Father there, but 
in another place. John $. 44. Such as call God 


Father, muſt pa}: ther 5 jOurning i Fear. 1 Pet. Rem. $3.15, 
1. 17. They bave the Spirit of Adoption, that Gal. 4 6. 


ery Abba Father, God is a Judge too, an 


angry Judge, a jealos God, arevenger, full Nebun t: 
of fury, a conſuming fire. Now you that *<& 


have fo often calicd God Father, fit down 
N 2 and 


= ,, 
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and conſider, may not he ſay, Depart , 1 
never knew you, that is ,to be my Children'; 

My Children love me, deli - in me fear 
my diſpleaſore, prize my favour, did you 
evcr ? God loves His every fan; and God is 
angry with the wicked every Cay,lying down 
—_ P Pſal 7. 11. Pſal. 11. 5, 6,7: 


and was angry with the old World, with Sodom, 
Chap. wich the loſt Angels, with Saul, and Cain 


[ 6 


1 Cor. 19 thole that he caft oft and abhorr'd , and 


ard Ejas, and the Eqyprien and the Conor. 
mites, w ith Thouſands © the /ſralires ;, I mean 


therefore not a Father to all. Was not all 
" this written for our Learning ? Are we 
"bettec than Eſax, and many of the 1ſraclites ? 
they were not all Iſracl, and we are all 
Chriſtians. 

2. But may we not,fly to Chriſt, a preci- 
ous mcrciful Saviour ? he will fave us, thongh 
loſt and ntterly undone. I fear this hath 
heen a great ſnare, whereas one is ſav'd by 
Chriſt , 1 fcar Hundreds, if not Thouſands 
are deſtroy'd, groundleſsly preſuming on his 
merirs ; It would be too large to run out 
into many particulars, only I beg you fort 
your own good, that you be not deceiv'd 
and undone on this account. A little to 
ſcarch and conlider, whom Chriſt came to 
fave, and in what way they are to be fav'd 
in and by him, and how Chriſt liv'd himſelf, 
and whom they were; that Chriſt ſfavd and 
d:li-hted in on Earth? If he fav'd all, why 
did not ſo many leave kim. fobr 6. laſt ? why 
complain, 
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complain, ye will nor come to me that ye might 

Life. Chap. 5. 40. Why does he ſay, 44 
Sheep hear , ey oh Chap- 10. 3, 14, 16, 26, 
27. Other I know not ; did not Chriſt 
Preach that Doctrine hinxſclt Chap. 5, 28, 
29. They that bave dome good, riſe tothe Reſur- 
reftion of Liſe, and they that have done exil, 10 
the Reſurrefion of Damnation. Why could 
not he ſave them for ever? Chriſt doth not 
ſay, be it unto you according to my mercy 

merits, but, be 5 HA! 0 you ACCOY AIRY 10 yOUT 
Faith, He could not do much there, becauſe 
of their unbelief, and yet the grolleſt unbe- 
lievers preſume on his merits. Now it's wor- 
thy your conlideration, that though Chrilt 
be fo precious in himſelf, and to God, yet a- 
monglt Men he is only fo to believers ;though 
a rock of Apes, he is a ſtone of ſtumbling, * **+ * 
and a Rock of offence to the diſobedient. #»** 


2. Reſt not on o:hers Approvarion. 

For ſuppoſe many do think well of you, at 
lealt fay io, when they mean otherwiſe : As 
molt {latter onc another, few ſpeak their 
minds freely, it may he it puffs you up in 
pride, it doth you mich hurt, no good - Are 
you really the better ? 


1, Is this a ground to Euild on? Is your 
State the better or more fure ? Do they know 
your inides. Chriſt faith, Judge not accore 
ding to the ourward Appearance, that is not 
Rizgneons Judgement , and yet Men can 
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jadge no otherwiſe? Is any Man the richer 
that drives a great Trade, and makes a noiſe 
in the World, becauſe many think fo, wher 
he is rcally poor, and at laſt caſt into Priſon 
for debt ? will this comfort and relieve him 
in Friſon, or help pay his Debts ? The Sctibes 
and Phariſees =—_ glorioufly in the 
World ; who ſo fitrift and zealous, ready to 
check Chriſt and his Diſciples for breach of 
the Sabbath, for keeping company with 
Sinners, for not Faſting ? fo ſtrit; that 'twas 
: Saying then, That if but Two goto Heaven, 
one of rhe wonld bea Serve, and the other 
Lal: 1%, a Phariſec ;, and yet Chriſt, that knew them 
bl better, calls them Hypocries, painted Sepul- 
chres ;, and fiys plainly to them, Late 16. 1 5. 
Te juſt ifie your ſelves before Men, but God know- 
ah your hearts ; JO that which 1: bighly eſteem'd 
amonrſt Min, 15: an abomination w# the fight of 
God. No doubt but Men commended the 
Pharilce, bmt God rather juſtihes the Publ:- 
can, Such duties as may paſs for high De- 
votion with Man, may be Abomination to 
God.- For the Lords fake therefore, truſt 
not to mens Thoughts or Approbation of 
1 P+t, «, You. Alas ! the beſt can but ſay with Paul, A 
12. Beloved Brother, as I ſuppoſe. 


2, As your ſtate is not ſure, nor ſecur'd by 
It, fo neither are their Thoughts any Addi- 
tion to your ['appineſs, You may be tickl'd 
and pri: up with Pride thereby, and when 
{corn d, d<ipis'd, andcentur'd, as much caſt 

Gown ; 
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down ; for an Hypocrite lives npor [the 
breath of the people 4 whereas the Apoſtle 
lays, and al fincere Chriſtians with mim, 2 Cor. 1, 
ths 15 our Hoy, the teſtimony of our Conſei« 12. 
ence, &c. The Hypocrite fays, This is my 
Rejoycing, the Teltimony of my -g6od 
Neigbours. Chriſt ſays, They go mnro-rhe Sy» 
mag og ner, and into the cearwers of the fbyeet 1; ad 
blow a Trumpet, and hay down the btzd; and Marth. 6 
all this to be ſeen of Men, and they bavetheinre- ye ; 
ward, and a poor one IC is. - The applaute of 
Men, ſinful worms, inſtead of the favourof 
God ;. s this worth the loſs of Heaven; and 
ſuffering the Torments of Hell? What ſhall 
be faid or done to convince ſuch of their 
folly and madneſs ? Alas! what can they do 
for you ? ſuch as the Worm is, ſuch is bis 
favour. 1/a. 2. 22. Ceaſe ye from Man ; wherein 
is he to be accounted of ! 


Rule 3. That you mdy, and muſt, ſeth your 
good Ju, bappe/1 thi nay. 

Then make it your folemn, your main, 
your only buſineſs, to look - to your ſelves, 
that you be truly good, and ſhall be Eternaily 
ſfav'd ; that is, give all diligence ro make 
your Calling and Election fure. 2 Per. x. 10g 
11. not in reſpett of God, his Counſel is 
firm and ſtable, he knows Hts ; but as to your 
ſelves, make ir ſorein ir ſelf, and if, poſſible, 
known to you. 'How can you live quiet, antl 
contented, and ſo many years hear, and read 
and pray, and not know whether you ſhall 

N 4 be 
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be damn'd or fav'd to all Eternity ? How can 
you lye down or riſe up in peace, when Auſtin 
woeld not for the whole World be in anun- 
converted ſtate one hour, leſt he ſhould die 
then and periſh Eternally ; and you have 
lain down, and riſen up days and years in it 
well-pleas'd, brisk and merry,when for ought 
you know,you may be in Well to Morrow or 
next Week : When this great Work is well 
done, then all 1s welL 

x. | do not mean, this minding your ſelves 
takes off from minding the well-fare of 0- 
thers ; God hath in Wiſdom been gracionſly 
pleas'd to make this, one great part of our 
Work; and in many caſes it's our Sin and 
hurt not to do it. True Charity ſecketh 
not her own. 2 Cor. 13. 5. So let not Man 
ſeek his own , but every Man anothers 
Wealth. 1 Cor. 10. 24. Which the good 
Apoſtle did not. v. 33. Nor ſeeking mine owp 
profit, but the profit of many, 

2. I do not mean ſeeking our own, in op- 
poſition to the Glory of God and the Intereſt 
of Chriſt; for in ſeeking this, we moſt truly 
ſeek onr ſelves; and herein we aretodeny 
our ſelves, and loſe our Lives, and fo fave 
our ſelves. The Apoſtle ſays, We are not owr 
own, but Chriſt's that bought ns. 1 Cor. 6. 19. 
This 1s the great ſin of many. Phzl. 2. 20. All 
ſeek their own things, not the things of 
Jeſus Chnſt., God hath been gracioaſly 


pleas'd ro joyn together his own Glory and * 


our Salvation, and therefore 1 think it need- 
lefe, 
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leſs, yea finfol to propoſe, whethe; 1 could 
be > atacel to Ilye in Hell, { as God be 
Glorified ? What God hath joyn'd togerber why 
ſhould Man put af under ? 

3. Nay, God hath been pleas'd tor back 
all the duties he lays on us, and requires of 
us, with arguments fetch: from our ſelves, 
our own good. There is not one Command, 
but, he tells us,is for our good. Ao/es often 


urgeth this, -fear and love and ſerve God, 17-Ch.30. 
this is your Life, that it may be well with 5, 19,20, 


you, It's Bleſſing or Curfng, Life or Death. 
What Arguments are made uſ: of ? Whatever 
is good and uſeful, neceſſary, reviving and 
glorious, it's made uſe of. 


1. Do you prize Life and length of days? 
P/al. 34- 12: IWhat Adan is be that defireth Late; 
and loveth many days, that he may ſee good ? Let 
him refrain from Evil, anddo Good. Prov. 
3-16, Length of day:is m ber right hand. But 
then the Wiſe Man makes a large Propoſal, 
Feeleſ. 6. 3. 6. If a man beger an Hundred 
Children, and live many years, nay, thovzh 
2000 Years, yet he muſt be buried in darkne)s, 
and all is gone. Now, therefore God aſſures 
ns of Eternal Life. John 3. 15. Ch. 4. 36. 
Ch, 6. 47. to 51. Never die, ever live. Though 
your Father: did eat Manna, Food from Ficayen, 
they are dead , but he that cateth the bread of 
Life, ſhall Live for ever. 

2. Do there manifold Bleſſings accompany 
Life, to make a Man happy and bleſſed ? why 
all 
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1 Cor. 15. 
42, 43.44 
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all thoſe God promiſerh, God will rak+ away 
what is hurtful and troubleſome, and give all 
that"'is good; he will wipe away all tears, 
remove all ſorrow. Kev. 2i. 4 No more 
Death , no Sorrow, no Crying, no Paing 
others Want jand Hunger-piric'd- ; they 
ſhall Hunger no more. Ch. 9. 16. and be- 
cauſe Darkneſs uncomfortable, 10 more any 
Night. Chap. 22. 5. You ſhall have ail your 
wants ſupply'd,your C*lirc fatisfy'd, The grea- 
teſt, the higheſt Friends, the ſweeteſt Com- 
pany,the richeſt Feaſt and Daintics, the Feaſt 
of the Marriage of the Lamb; the higheſt 
honour,you ſhall be Kings and Prieſts. Rev. 1.6. 
The Children of God, your Bodics ſhine as 
the Snn, beyond it, Itke unto Chriſt's. Phil. 
3. laſt. Raisd glorions, though ſown in 
diſhonour amongſt the Clods and Worms ; 
rais'd in Power, though ſown in Weakneſs, 
not able to lifr an hand, open an eye, reſiſt 
the crawling Worms; fown in corruption, 
raisd in incorruption. What will it beto 
meet Je/us Chrift with all his holy Angels in 
the Clouds, in the Air ? What will the 
ſplendour and ſhining bcauty of the Soul be ? 
Eye hath nor ſcen, nor Ear hath heard ; nor 
can it now be? conceiv'd what God hath pre- 
par d, and will do for his Glorified Souls. 
Now, ſtand by,filthy,drofly, deceitful World, 
that baries ail its Admirers and Favourites in 
the duit, My Friznds, this, this 1s that I 
am now perſuading you to, to getdurable 
Riches, laſting Good-, Riyers of Pleaſre, 
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tree Peace, Everhaſting foy ; that Soul and 
Body may be fav'd, and be Etcraally happy. 


Rule 4. Tow owt do it beartily, a: agreat 
Work, and your proper Work, 

Now one wonld think, there were no necd 
of many Arguments to perfuade Men to this, 
eſpecially, when they muſt Ercrnally and 
miſerably periſh, it not thus favs, lye tor« 
mented in Hell to all Erernity; and there is 


no eſcaping, if you neglect this ſogrear Sal- . 
vation. Why, Sinners, will you be daran'd ?&-5 2 3 
Why will you not live? Why are you act, 2. 
backward, onwilling to be favd? Ir'shaft. 


very ſtrange Men ſhould fo hardly be per- 
ſuaded to it. It's very hard to perſuade Men 
of the truth of thoſe things, who hath be- 


liev'd our report //a. 5 3. 1. fer or none. It's, 


true,not many deny Rand laugh at it, thongh 
more now adays then formerly ; yet thoſe 
that deny it not, do not attuaily believe theſe 
things. If fo, it would make a mighty 
change in the World. Mcn would fit down 
and weep, and refuſe to bs comforted, till 
ſome hopes of being fav'd. Pid Men verily 
believe, that ſuch and ſoch Sinners mult in- 
evitably periſh, and that in a very ſhort 
time , and that they are in this dapzcrous 
condition ; covid they live as the molt do ? 
The /frachtes were ft out of Camm becauſe 
of their unbelief : God ware in bis Wrath, 
Heb. ;. laſt. and what doth the Apoſtle make 
of it? v. 12. Tak heed there; ve, Brethren, 
{/t 


1d 


Every Mans grand Intereſt and Enquiry 
left there be in any of you an Heart of unbelief, 


and Chap. 4. 1. Let xs therefore fear , left we, 


come ſhort, it can't be meant of that Earthly 
Caanan, and therefore muſt be underſtood of 
Heaven, Chriſt ſaith, He that believerh nor 
on the Son, bath not Liſe, but the Wrath of God 
abideth on bim. This cannot be underſtood 
of believing only that Chriſt is the Son of 
God, or that he 1s come into the World, or 
that he died at Jeruſalem, and is Aſcended 
into Heaven, If this Faith were enough, the 
Devils might be fav'd, for they conteſt that 
he was the Son of God ? and the Apoſtle ays, 
the Devils believe and tremble, Jam.2.1 4. to 20. 
there he fully declares, That Fajth is dead 
withour Works, that $5,770 Faith, Fg the Body 
is a dead Carkaſs without the Soul. Do you 
ſo believe a God, as to fear, honour, and 
obey him ? fo believe in Chriſt, as toprize 
him above all ? Phil. 3. 3. Ge. and deſpite all 
in compariſonof him ? ſo believe a Hell, as 
to fly from the Wrath to come ? ſo believea 
Heaven, as to ſtrive, run, fhght, and take 
Heaven by violence ? Alas! where, who, rc 
the Perſons in good earneſt, that do heartily 
make it thelr buſineſs to be fav'd ? 2 few no- 
tions in the head, and empty words in the 
Mouth, but no lively fenſe and ſayour. of tlic 
things of God within: Wilt you thus be 
deluded with a ſhew and profz!lion ? You 
read of a form of xnowl:dze, Rom, 2. 20. 
and a form of Godlineſs; 2 Jim. 3. 5. a 
Scheme or Syltcme of notions, ſuch as 'In- 
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tours read to their Pupils; and the other is 2 
Mask, a Vizour, an Appearance, but no good 
works, very vile under ſuch a ſhew. 


2. lt's therefore very difficult, and, with- 
out true Faith, impoſlible,to bring Men to the 
real praftical part of Religion, that is, to 
be truly good, and be Ererhally fav'd. ' It's 
indeed the mighty work of God, the ſame 
God that made Heaven and Earth, that can 
ſhake Mountains , that can change wicked 
Hearts; it's not Means, Miniſters, Mercies 
or Judgments. How many fit under the moſt 
lively awaking means, . and not mov'd to 
one duty, nor brought off from one {in ? It's 
difficult ro convince Men 


1. That this is their work and buſineſs,the 
buſineſs of their lives, they believe it's to be 
done, but a ſmall matrer will ſerve; they 
know they can't get Mony, Houſes, Eſtates, 
without plodding or working z but that it's 
eaſie to get to Heaven. Either they think it 
too hard, too much, and impoſſible, and fo 
will not lifr at a mountain, that can't move 
a Tree; will not reach at the Sun or Clouds, 
that can't reach the top of a Tree or Tower. 
Alas / ſay, or think, ſome, we can't Pray at 
all, and muſt we do it fo often, ſo con- 
ſtantly,fo fervently? or elſe they think it very 
cafie and light ; and ſhall a man lift mightily 
at a Feather or Straw, that he can move with 


the top of his finger ? or ſhall a man ſet out 
before 
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hon Sun-rilng, or carly-in the when 
he can diſpatch his Journy befort night? or 
labour and ſweat all day, at the work he can 
finiſh in an hour? on theſe two dangerous 
Rocks, moſt ſplit their Souls, and are loſt. 
Says one, I would gladly get to Heaven, but 
there is more requir'd than I cando; 1'le la- 
bour for my Body, for my Family,” and that's 
as much as1 can do, i'le truſt God with my 
_ Let Miniſters and Scholars mind their 
and Heaven, and their Souls , that 
= Sothing clic to do. 1 can never Prot 
and Read, and Diſcourſe, and | underita 
as others. Another ſays, there is more ado 
made abopt it than need ; I doubt not but 1 
ſhall do as well as the belt, It's but Re- 
penting, Praying, and ſending for a good 
Miniſter, at laſt, and all will be well. - It's 
an calir ſhort paſlage to Heaven. A prophane 
wruch waz wont to ſay, three words at laſt, 
Lord :ave mercy, would carry him to Heaven ; 
and poor wich, riding over a great bridge, 
his Horſe ftaricd, leapt over, and he was 
drowa'c, hz words he was heard to utter, 
were, L , tohe all, It's dangergus jeſting 
about tielc x,ceat things. 


2. It's 4:4 ro convince each man that this 
is his Þuſt.icits, Each man muſt Pray, Believe, 
Repcnt {or lauifelt. As no. man can cat and 


drip. tor nic, ſo nonecan love God for me, 
rep2nt 457 me, believe in Feſus Chriſt tor me, 
go 15 Heaven or Hell for me ; none can 


bear Death>-pangs and horrors for me. 1 
know 
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know Maſters and Niſtreſſes, and great and 
rich perſony take more liberty of ſpending 
their time idly, than Servants and the meaner 
ſort ; and it's true, the like labour and pains 
way not+ be requir d-and expected from you : 
ut 1 could never yet ſee any conn 
ipture, or reaſon, that the greateſt Lord 
or ſhould have more liberty granted 
to fend a day or a week unprofitably and 
ſinfully, than another ? That the greateſt 
_ REY = this hour or day to 
as 1 e; y, or think ind 
: ge} og dg te _ 
time is aur 0wn / They fhall find a Lord, 
that wall call them yo an account; unleſs 
they (ſhould think the Maſter ſhould 
leſs work from ghem, becauſe he gives 
more meat and wages. Are your hands, and 
eyes and cars, not made for ſervice ? will it 
be an ort for you at laſt, co think, 
more delicate diſhes of choice meat, pleaſant 
Wine. and Liquors have gone down this 
Throat, than ethers? and theſe limbs have 
lai. az cake, ſtretcht on the Couch and Bed, 
when others have been ſweating and tir'd ? 
Whatever Greas Perfons, and Maſters and 
Miſtrelles think, their Temptations are great, 
becauſe, under no check and controul : 
'T were well, we had one every night ro call 
us to an account, or that we would call our 
ſelves to an account. How many chide their 
Servants, check and reprove their Children, 
and in the mean while forget, negleft them= 
lelves ? CHAP. 
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CHAP. XL 


2 Application, more particular = 
Infirathvon , if poſſible,rake this pri eb A 
it that you may not be deceyv/ d and wreechedly an- 
done, A little debate the buſineſs with 
Souls, ' that you may attend to, and follow,theſe 
Direttions, 


| in premis'd theſe things, account 
upon it, that there is but one main buſi- 
nels tomind, That Body and Sonl be fav'd ; 
and this 1 have leaſt minded,or to no ſe. 
Conclude thns, better I had never been 

than that I ſhould live and. die and periſh in 
my ſins ; as 1am born into the World, I am in 
a periſhing condition; I came into the World 
with my face towards Hell, and my back 
towards Heaven ; 1 am by nature full of all 
Evil, and void of alt Good : In me, that is, 
in my. ficſh dwelleth no good thing, My 


Rem.7.14, Carnal mind is enmity againſt God, and can- 


1%. 


not pleaſe him. Am 1 chang'd and made a 
new Creature ? are old things paſt away, and 
all things become new ? I am born into this 
world, ice and hear, and enjoy theſe lower 
things, but unlcis I am born again, I cannot 
enter into the {Kingdom of God, and it I do 
not, I maſt - all into Hell, and then woe is me 
for ever, ; mean, wretched and miſerable is 
this Body and Soul of mine; and is there no 

way 


XVI 


——— 


CUM 


whether he ſball be Sxv'd or Loft. 139 
way and means that it may be ſav'd? as yet 
I am in the Land of the living, may 1 not 
yet turn and hve ? but 15 itlikely, any hopes, 
while 1 thus tritle away my time every day 
about nothing ? Alas! what am I doing, 
but deſtroying my ſelf every day? ſhall 1 
pity others, my Friends, my Children, my 
Beaſts, nay, mine Enemies often, and nor 
pity mine own Soul and Body ? Am I trou- 
brd if my Neighbours Houſe be burnt ? if a 
Child fall into the Fife? if a mans arm or 
legg be broken ? and nog ſenſible, not bleed, 
not tremble at the thoughts of my Body and 
Soul burning in Hell-ftre for ever ? Shall 1 
take no time to conhder of it or lay it to 
Heart, till it be too late ? am I not at leaſure ? 
have | any matt:rs of ſach concecnment, as 
this ? who ſhall feel the wrath, and loſe the 
Glory, but my felt ? Prov. g. 12. it Lam wife 
to Salvation, 1 am-wiſc tor my (elf, bat if 1 
ſcorn and neglett all inſtructions, I alone 
ſhall bear it. Shall 1 beprudcnt, and forſee 
the dreadful evil coming, and avoid it; or hb: 
linful, fooliſh, paſs on and be Erernally pu- 979-2243 
niſhed ? God fays, hy ſhoaid'ft thou deſtroy thy 
jelf ! Ecclej. 7. 16, are any ſo mad? yea, 
| honſands, Mithons, Hof. 12. y. O Iſrael, 
thou baſt deitroyed thy /el/, but w1 me 4; thy Þ Ip. 
Will any but a mad-man wound himſelf, cur 
his own fleth, torment his own Bowel: ? May 
| not do this daily, and not be ſ:nubvic of ir 7 
Shall 1 beheve Gods Word, or a wicked 
lying Werld, and mine own deceirfal Hear ? 


(3 God 
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God tcils me 1 wrong mine own Soul, I love 
D:ath, I chooſe Curing. He calls aloud on 


me, and fays, Why wilt thou die ? and ſhall I 


not Hear and Anfwer, and ſtrive to hive ? 


1. Dizeftion. Sit down and conſider, de- 
batc the buſincfs, fect an hour, a day apart 3 
a little conſider thy felt, and weigh matters 
aright : You havc Rational Souls, that may 
do this ; things are made plain and clear, 

that you may know what 15 evil and what is 
good ; God will give you Wiſdom, if you 
will a«k it, that you may diſcern the diffe- 
rence between the precious and the vile. 1 
am apt to cſtcem ſmall things, and nothing, 
and account them great, and to ſlight the 
richeit, the choiceſt things, as poor and 
mean. What loud calls, warnings and in- 
ſtrutions in the Word, to perſuade men off 
from Earth, as poor and mean, uncertain z 
nd to prevailupon them to ſeek after, and 
cloſe with, Spiritual and Heavenly things, as 
truly 2ood.and what will make them happy *? 
God tells them, this 1s meat that periſheth, 
It 15 not bread, twill not ſatis! heztheſe are Ri- 
ches nacertain,deceitful ; Thieves and moths 
rob you of them, yon may die a fool in the 
midit of them ; but that he would have you 


» have durable Riches, Ercad of Life, delight 


your Souls in fatneſs, and your Sovls live 
Eternally. Why ſhould God flatter me ? 
what hmt dol him, it 1 cleave to Death and 
periſh ? and on the other hand, is the Foun- 

can 
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VC tain the "betrer becanſe 1 drink of it , and 

nN that abundantly * ? or the Glorious Sun that 

1 I ſee by it, and enjoy its warm reviving 7 
beams ? 1 ſce the one part daily true, thas 
this World and all in it periſh; why ſhould 

_ I not belicve the other part ? certainly cans 77. <t. 4 

; clude, 1 am under a delulion, Iam in a fools 

$ Paradiſe, in a Dream ; and ſhall I not awake, 

/ but with Hell Flames about my ears ? Many 

, others have found all this truce, ſhall I not be« 

$ licve them dying { It 1 lcarn not by others 

1 death, it's too latc to learn by mine own ; 


. | may be a warning to others, not to my 

| felt. 

, 

1, Why ſhopld 1 not (et ſometime apart; 
ind fit by my felf, and commune with qwanc 


own heart 7 ſhall 1 Ive in the Grave, ico e8at 
not 1c ot years ? and (nan tl fpare an hour: 
in a day, in a week, in a year, 10 my waole 
life, to deſcend into the Chambers of death 
by meditation, and converic with my Bre- 
thren and Siſters the Worms 2 Why lhoukd 
| be a ſtranger at home, at my long home?- 1 F65t7-14- 
know 1ts common to fay, We mult all die, 
and we owe a debt we mult all pay ; and 
away to other matters preſently, and bape 
'twill be 4 long time before the debt wil be 
call'd for. Can't I think of death 'rill I feel 
it 2 it's ſtrange, that moſt perſons are atraid, 
they or their friends ſhould be told that they 
are dying,” twill make them melancholy, and 
do them hurt: What thongh it doth pull 
O 2 down 
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down our ſpirits? 1 am ſure God fays, 


Fecleſ. 7. 2, 3, 4- It is better to go the bouſe of 


mourmmng , than of feaſt ; and the wiſe 
man gives you good - t. Becauſe 
it's the end of all living ; whether you will 
go thither willingly or no before-hand in 


* your thoughts, you ſhall be brought thither 


whether you will or no. 2. The living will 
lay it to heart ; that is, the dead can't, or,as 
ſome, dead ſinners ; but the living Chriſtian 
will think of it ſeriouſly. 3. The heart is 
made better, that's vain, wandring and 
wicked ; this will compoſe and fix it. 4. It's 
a great part of trac Wiſdom. v. 4. They are 
fools that are plcas'd with the crackling of 
Thornes. v. 6. Think ſcriouſly, I keep a great 
a-do about this body, it will not always, not 
long, cat and drivk, and ſleep,as now itdoth ; 
it will ſhortly fall down a ſtinking, loath- 
ſome contemptible lump, it will decay and 
moulder; I have often wiſht, were it Gods 
way , that I could but h_ ſinners dying 
perſons in the Pelpit, or dead Corpſes ; they 
are bot three or four feet under ground, and 
trampl'd on ; the Bed-man digs them up as 
Rones and dirt, throws the skull one way, 
the bones of the legs and arms another way : 
Who looks to find out the ſhape of his great 
Grand-father ? it may bethe young Boy kicks 
about his Grand-fathers $skull on the top of 
the Grave, when room is made to put in his 
Father or Mother ; and that \kull hath-been 
full of cares and ferrs; here lies one head 

that 
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that did ake, eyes that did poure out tears, 
tongues that inade doteful complaints ; one 
lies here tha” yas covetous and felviſh; ano- 
ther there, luſtful and wanton; a third cloſe 
by, that was ſerious, heavenly and good 
now as to the hodies, what difference between 
the skull of a Lord and a poor Country man? 
who will fay, this man was worth Ten 
Ponnds a year, that other an Hundred ; no 
difference, no diſtinCtion. Job 21. 23, ts 26, 
One lives in plenty and eaſe, another in pain 
and miſery, the Grave is a-like to both. 
Who can imagine that men believe this ? 
none deny it ; but we are the perſons that 
live under the apprehenfions of this won- 
derful change. Job calls it the Land of Dark- 
meſs, and the ſhadow of Death , \"«thout any 
order. Ch.10. 21, 22. The clods of the Valley $0421.33. 
are the ſweeteſt Entertainment,and the worm Ch 24.20. 
ſhall feed ſweetly on him ; that is all the 
honſe appointed for all the living, If you 
will not look fo far as the Grave, come to 
the Sick-bed and Death-bed ; hear them Ch. 33-19. 
groming, ſec their ghaſtly looks, wipe off to 22. 
ther cold ſweats, they can't do it, moilten 
their ſcorcht lips ; what ſhall I fay or doto 
convince and awaken you ? come and fee 
your ſelves in them. Bur till you thinkirt 
not ; ſay, this is not 1, 1 am alive and in 
health : No, ſinner ,it ie were thou,then thou 
wert nndone, but very ſhortly 'twill be you. 
Thoſe that now lye gaſping and ſcreitching, 
and others that Iye rotten and ſtinking, 

O 3 thought 
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thought fo of themſtlves very lately, when 
they faw others thus” languiſhing ; their in- 
ward thought was, that their houſes ſhould 
continue for ever, but they periſh, and yet 
their poſterity approve of thei layings, that 
Is, Not as tO their fore- fathers, they ſee it 
was their folly, but ſee it not in themſelves. 
They inherit their Eſtates, their Houſes, and 
thar folly too. : 

2. Werethis all, were not fo much, but 


you mult meditatc ferionlly on the day of 


ludeement, and the great account to be gi- 
ven at that day. All this World muſt be 
brought up again ; the body mult riſe out of 
the Grave, and Soul and Body ſtand before 
God, Men and Angels, and the whole courſe 
of lite be examind over; you mult give 
account for every idle word, thonght, and 
miſpent hours, Aﬀect your heart with this 

great and ſolemn day and wonderful a 
pearance, Chriſt will come in the Clouds, 
reveard from Heaven with his mighty 
Angels, the Trumpet ſhall found, and the 
dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt, and that Saviour 
which came humble, lowly, and mean at firſt, 
that came beſceching and intreatings and 
periuading here , will come then in flaming 
tire, againſt the wicked to rake vengeance. 
Take fome time to pavſe on it, till you 
tremble at the thoughts of it: How dreadful 
for me to ſtand trembling amonglt the guilty 
and condemn'd at the lett hand, and hear the 
dreadtul Sentence, + Depart thou curſed, and 
curſt 
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curſt for ever to Everlaſting Flames ; what 

ſhall 1 do ?-which way ſhall 1 look? tis in 

vain to cry to mountains and hilis. The 
greateſt , the ſtouteſt , the proudeſt then X* $15, 
ſhake and tremble, they that ruffle in their *** 1? 
ſilks, and they that ſhiver in their rags, go 

hand in hand naked before Gods 1 ribunal ; 

and what a difference then betwixt Sheep and 

Goats ? between, come ye Lefed, and go ye 

curſed: Then the great and mighty finners 

ſhall cry to the Mountains to fall on them, 

and lye on them to all Eternity, as accoun- 

ting their wetght not ſo heavy and linking Rev. 6.15, 
as the wrath of the Lamb. 16, 17 


(1.) Think how all muſt be determin'd by 
God at that day, and therefore you had need 
now approve your ſelves to God ; none can 
ſtand up in our ſtead or appear ; for as every 
one muſt bear his own burden, bear the 
weight of his own fins ; cach man will have 
enough to do to aniwer for himfeltl. No 
Father plead for the Son, nor Husband for 
the Wite; no fond indulgent Mother ex- 
cuſe, or hide, or cxtenuate the faylts of her 
le, wanton and extravagant Sdn None 
ſhall be ſpared for their Parents goodnels. 
God ſays, here, Noah, Daonel, and Job, de- 4 ws. 
liver neither Son. nor Daughter, but their 4, 
own Souls. Los Witc was turnd into a Fer. 15. b 
Pillar of Salt, and God bids us remember 
Lats Wite;, the wiſe Virgins kad not Oyl to 
fpare, the Righteous ſcarcely favd them- 
O 4 (elves; 
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ſelves; good Parl had much a-do to get 
to Heaven, whart had he to ſpare, that had a 
body of death, and cries out as undone ? 
Rom. 7. 29 and fearful and watchful leſt be 
be a calt-away. 


( 2.) Therefore you had necd look to your 
ſelves, and approve your ſelves to God, who 
alone is the ſupream Judge, Judge of you 
and all the World ; there is no appeal from 
him ; this is a comfort on Earth it unjuſtly 
condemn'd ;, as one faid, 1 Appeal, the Judge 
a-kt, to whom ? he anſwer'd, to God above. 
God alone will paſs the final Sentence, and 
pronounce thee to miſery or mercy. If he 
{a7;, come thou bleſſed, Men nor Devils can't 
ſtop nor hinde; thee, he only hath the keys, 
that lets in and ſhuts out as he pleaſcth ; and 
he knows who and what you are, he will not 
juſtifhe the wicked, nor condemn the righ- 
teons, he Knows his own jewels; he knows 
his Childrens Voice, though others knock 
boldly at door. Afatth, 7; laſt. Depart, I know 
yo nor. There 1s no bribing him, no falſe 
ploſſes, no offering Thouſands of Gold and 
Silver, it you would give mountains of 
Gold, all the World cannot buy one dram 
of Grace or comfort, or be taken in exchange 
tor a Soul; nor is there any eſcaping him, 
nor hiding, nor flying away ; Death and 
Hell, and the Sea, give up their dead, all 
muſt appear, it ts not you mey, bat ruff 
appear, and there is no reſiſting his power, 

nor 
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nor bearing up under his wrath ; can thy Is. 33-14- 
Heart endure, or thy hand be ſtrong? You #i**. 22. 
can't bear up under the Stone, the Gout, the ** 
Strangury, the Tooth-ach; alas ! God doth 
but skirmiſh with Sinners now, tees fall the 
Vials of his wrath at laſt. 

On the other hand, nothing caa blemiſh 
nor hinder, nor teflen thy comforts and joy, 
and ſtop thy Praiſes and Halelajabs, it God 
juſtife and fave thee. Think fo long, till 
thy Heart is affected and awaken'd, till thou 
do'ſt by Faith fee all this. Judge, 1$1t not 
highly reaſonable, that 1 reſt no more on 
friends below, but approve all in ſinctrity to 
God 7? If he doth not commend and approve, 
but condemn, I am undone Eternally. 2 Cor. 
10. laff. Not he, who commendeth himſelf 
is approved, nor, whoſe praiſe isof men, bat 
whom the Lord commendeth : Think on it, 
till yon bring it to ſome head or trial ; not 
barely read this and paſs away to the World, 
to-your Meals, to your Bed, but hold your 
Heart to it, let it not go away, till you feel 
the ſenſe of it, and ir makes a change in you. 


Dyrett, 2. Do all thy Heavenly work hear- 
tily, trill you find and feel it good. 


1. In Meditation. 2. In Exerciſang thy Graees. 
3. In performing Duttes. þ 


1. Be lively, warm, and rais'd in thy holy pj, oc, 
Meditations. Think of God, till you ann, 36 
car 
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fear and honour him, till thoughts of him be W 5 
ſweet. 1 ſhould urgethe ſame counſel as to I 4, 
Heaven and Hell, that you would get above 


= 
” 


into Glory, in Medication, till you hear the I , 
high ſounding Cymbals of Glory, and the b 
Saints ſhouting, and in Trizagl” and fee il « 
thoſe Glorious Manſions : And that you De- I ; 
ſcend into Hell in your thoughts, till (you FF 1 
hear the ſcreitches and groans of the damn'd, 

and ſee their {weats, pangs and throws ; you t 
will not hold your Souls to it, but paſs _ 
ſlightly, and all makes no eiten. | 

want of this, it is, that Sermons and Wa. 
do little good. 

So ſhould you think of ſin, till you feel 
its weight, and groan under its burden, and 
loath, and fly from, and fight againſt it. 
Alas ! we do but read and hear, and ralk of 
lin; we do not feel itand cry out under its 
burden, as P/al. 3$. beg. as ſanking and undone. 

So ſhould you think of Chriſt, his Death 
and Sufferings, his Life and Reſurreftion, 
his Aſcenſion into Glory, his ſitting on the 
Right hand of God, his ſecond coming to 
Judgement in all - his Glory, till your Souls 

* are raviſht and affeftcd with it; youare to 

 Gd.2. 29. die with him, and to live by hum. It's quite 
another thing, than to read, hear and ſpeak 

of him. Think of his Love and rich Grace, 

till your Hes «3 be inflam'd with Love, 'till 

your Hearts bui:; within you, his love being 

ſhed abroad in your Souls, and ſohis love 

conſtraining you ; and you cry out ſenſibly, 

Oo 
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O the height and length, and depth and 


breadth of his love; -it will be ſo, it you are Eph. 2.4% 


rooted and grounded in love ; and get ſuch 17+ 
a knowledge of God and Chriſt, as it may 
be life Erernal, and you may really fee all 
elſe dung and drofs : Steep your hard hearts 
in this love and blood of Chriſt , till they 
break, bleed, and diſſolve. 

So ſtudy , ponder, ruminate and ſearch 
the Scriptures,till the Threatnings make you 
tremble, and the Commands delight you 
and are the joy of your hearts, and the 
Promiſes comfort and encourage you, that 
you can fay, O! how 1 love thy Law, and 
my Soul breaketh for longing, and thy word 
is the rejoycing of wy Heart. Think once 
and again, till you taſte the ſweetneſs of the 
hony and the hony-comb ; till theſe be your 
Songs in your Pilgrimage, your light in 
darkneſs; till theſe comforts delight your 
Souls in the multitude of your thoughts. O! 
make ſomewhat of Religion. What are the 
promiſes to us, if we do not believe and 
fuck the comfort and ſweetneſs of theſe 
breaſts of conſolation ? Alas ! the molt read 
the Word of God, only as Children, that 
they may come to the end of the Chapter of 
Pſalm ; or read it only as David: and Paxts, 
and others experiegces ; but not make it 
their own. 


2. Exertiſe your Graces, till you find them 
lively, warm and evidencing. Many are 
doubting 
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Multi of- 
culantur 
Chriſtum, 
Pauci vero 
amanr. 
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Ile dolct 
Vere qui 
fine teſte 
dolet. 
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doubting and troubl'd, and concern'd about 
what is paſt, whether all be rightand well. 
Set to it now Heartily ; labour to believe, 
till thou do'ſt find faith lively and working, 
working by love, and carrying thee on in 
ood. Many believe a God, but not fear, 
ove and honour him z believe a Chriſt, but 
not prize, delight, glory in, and clcave to 
him, as to their Head, Lord and Saviour. 
The molt live, as if they verily believ'd there 
was no God, no Chriit, no Hell, no Heaven ; 
as if they had no Souls to take care of. Live, 
loving God and delighting in him, till you 
find your Hearts burn within you in love to 
him ; you can't love God a-right, unleſs you 
love him with all the Heart and Soal. Weep 
and grieve for fin, till your Sonls bleed and 
break ; till you cry out as pain'd, flick at 
Heart, as one in a dark Dungeon under cruel 
enemies, without food and cloathing, moancs 
and mourns; as one under racking pain 
cries out and roars. P/alm 38.beg, Some 
the Pſalmiſt cries out more of the wounds 
bruiſes of his Soul, than of the fickneſs and 
aches of his Body ; that is a lively Repen- 
tance, not to be repented of. 2 Cor. 7. 11. 
What clearing of your ſelves, yea, what zeal, 
yea, what indignation? O what, how great? 
Pid you ever find the ſweetneſs and comfort 
of an humble, meek, broken, patient, ſeltt- 
denying Soul? It's a bleſſed thing, when a 
man hath this rejoycing in himſelf ; when he 
findsTribulation working Paticnce,and That 
ExPericnce, 
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ience, and thence hope, and the love 
God is ſhed abroad in the Soul. 


What a ſupport is a real, lively, bleſſed z+6.6.laft 


hope, well-grounded ? when fay, why art 
thou caſt down, O my Soul ? hope in God. 

In a word, can you cleave to God, claim 
your intereſt in him, depend upon him? Do 
you fear him above all, love him exceedingly? 
Can I ſay, my Soul thirſteth after God, the 
living God; uſe Davids Expreſſions amine 
own? My Goc is in Heaven, the Word for 
my uſe, my fairh, my ſupport. P/al. 18. beg, 
I love the Lord my ſtrength, the Lord is my 
Rock, my Fortreſs, my Delyverer, my God, my 
Strength, in whom I will truſt, my buckler, . the 
born of my Salvation, and my high Toner. Whom 
have I in Heaven but thee ? Pſalm 73. 25. 


3. Performall your duties fo, till you find 
the ſweetneſs, the real good, comfort and 
advantage of them. Pray, till your Hearts 
be warmed and enliven'd, poure out your 
Souls to him ;, alas! the molt do but poure 
words, either written down and read them, 
or utter them from the ſtrength of invention 
and memory ; but few ſtir up themſelves to 
call on God. They ſhall find me, fays God, 
when they ſeek me with all their Heart. No 
wonder, a Hypocrite will not pray always, 
becauſe, he is fo emyty, ſuperficial and heart- 
leſs in his work. Can we expett God ſhould 
delight in thoſe Prayers, we are not pleas'd 
with, but weary of, our ſelves? Moſt do 

verily 
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verily believe, God doth not hear and regard 
them , and therefore they expect nothing, 
Qur Voices cannot reach the Heavens, there- 
forc it malt be the cries of the Soul, God 
knows who prays indeed, and who does not. 
This Solomon could once ſpeak, though after- 
ward he fell off ftouly himſelf. 2 Kang. 8. 
38, 39. What Praycr and ſupplication 1s 
made by any Man, or by all the people, (whe- 
ther alone or together) which ſhall know 
every Man the plague of his own Heart, and 
{pread forth his hands ; then hear thou in 
Heaven thy dwelling place, and forgive, and 
do and give to- every Man according to his 
ways, whoſe Heart thou knowelt, for thou, 
even thou only, knowelt the Hearts of all the 
Children of Men. God knows the cries of 
his own Children, and he ſeeks ſuch to Wor- 
ſhip him, as do it in Spirit and Truth. Can 
you come toGod as to your God and Father, 
with delight and love, cxpetting, longing 
and believing ? Alas! what are the mol 

Prayers, but the howling of Dogs, that 
Gods Soul abhors ? Pray as AMo/es, not to let 
God go without a Bleſſing ; as Zacob, wreltle 
with God ; cry,as one undone without mercy, 


f6h.4.23- 


Come boldly, read and hear, as to find 
the Word really good to your Souls, not as 
the word of Man, but as the Wordof God, 
that you hind it the favour of life, and it's in 
you a Well of Water ſpringing vp to Eter- 
nal Life. 


Receive 
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Receive the Body and Blood of - Chriſt, as 
that you may eat and drink Eternal Life. 


Follow your callings and buſineſs in the 
World, as doing all in obedience to God, 
expeCting your reward from him ; and per- 
forming all Offices of love and watchfulneſs, 
of care and faithfulneſs toothers, that you 
may have comfort in your tenderneſs, pity, 
bounty,charity and kindneſs,in your brealts z 
there 1s great ſatisfaftion in that Mans Soul, 
that hath bowels of mercies, kindneſs, forbea- 
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rance, forgiveneſs, as well as refreſhment to Col. 3. 12. 


others. *1 was the ſaying of one, O the luf- 
ciouſneſs of being charitable and doing 
good ! There is inward joy, from the ex- 
erciſe of Grace toward God or Man,-and the 
teſtimony and rejoycing of a Mans own 
Conſcience, As a wicked Man is rack'd and 
tormented from his own guilt, and horror 
and deceit, though none elſe know 1t. 


Direft. 3. Verily believe and fix, faſten it 
on-your Hearts, that fin and wickednels is 
deſtroying and felf-undoing, and true good- 
neſs and Godlineſs is ſelt-faving and true 
proſperity. 


1, Whatever ſin may ſeem to promiſe, or 
appear innocent and harmlefs,it doth wound, 
hurt and kill the inner ; and therefore fin 
mult dic or the Soul mult dic ; look upon 


lis » 
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fins of commiſſion or omiſſion, they are all 
deſtroying, 


(1.) Vain and ſinful thoughts are hurtful 
and pernicious z waſh thine Heart from 
wickedneſs, that thou mayeſt be fayed ; how 
long ſhall vain thoughts Jodge within thee ? 
proud thoughts, wanton thoughts, carking, 
caring thoughts, covetous, worldly thoughts, 
envious, malicious thoughts, Hypocritical, 
deceitfol thoughts, blaſphemous thonghts ; 
unbelieving the greatneſs and goodneſs of 
God, are gnawing Vermine, Soul-deftroying, 
get into the very Bowels. Chriſt tclls the 
Scribes and Phariſees that kept a-da ahourt 
the outhdey and were concern'd about what 
they cat and drink, Aſarrb.1$.beg. That whar- 
ever - they cat and drink, was not fo hurttal 
as what comcs out of the filthy Heart. 17, 1, 
19, 20, v. Out of the Heart proceed evil 
Thoughts, Murders, Adulterics, &c. rtheſc 
deftile and hurt the Man ; what a {warm of 
noiſome Flies, what hlthy Serpents and 
Toads creep out thence ? and thzic hurt and 
kill ; nay, want of good thoughts is hurtful 
and deſtroying. It's faid of the wicked, 
God is not in all their thoughts ; his Heart 
ſays, there is no Cod like a fool, a finful 
undone fool, as he is; far from having any 
ſecret and precious thoughts of God. Now 
the Soul dics for want of this good food 
and rouriſhment, as ficly gs with Poyſan. 


(2.) Sint. 
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Sinful words are alſo dangerons, 
hurtful and deſtroying; many fay th 
[ongucs arc their own; who is Lord ove 
1s? Matth. 12. 23 to 37. Bad Frnit ſhews a 
bad Tree, that muſt be hewn down and call 
into the. fhirc; the ſtinking corrupt Commu- 
nication cames- out of the hlthy dunghil of 
the Hcart,a open Cogatcry the | h1-nat ; 
hat cvery «Alc word mult bc accountcd for, 


v. 36. That is not all, but wle words will 
Condcmn and Caft the Mia L, fd i. 3. beg 
s TC, It's 4 fire, 4 ror ta 1} y, ales t 
whe! body, ers on CISIES | iT W 

r fet on fire of Hell, a efore weſt 
Hell Therefore &. 1. 7, 26- 1he Apoltle 
ſays plainly, I any man |} to be K IT{ fy, 
and bridleth not bis T ongue, be decerverh is emn 
Heart, and the mans Relie1 u 1 im. 1. c. | hat 


man 1s loſt, 15 utterly undone, all the World 
can't fave hum. How many Curie, and 5we 


wY 
and Blatpheme, and can't think any hurt in 
it ? Some call to God to Damn them, Cc. 
Curic thoſe about them, and any that 


oftend them ; others lic . and | tlattci arfc 
diſlemblc; others ſpeak filthil y a ndobſ cnely. , 
What ſays the Apoſtle, Eph. 5. g.to 6. firſt, 
he fays, Fornication and unclcannefs 1s not to 
be named, it doth not become Saints, nct- 
ther hilthincfs,nor tooliſh talking,nor jeſting, 
this many think very innocent ; 'no. lays the 
Apoltle, it is not convenient, 7. e. for Saints ; 
you have other work and uſe for your 
Ton "ICS. TO » 211{c nd five tha KS, LV. 6 
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Let no Man deceive you with vain Words, 
let them think or ſay what they pleaſe, for 
becauſe of rhelie things , rhe Wrath 0] God 
COMier Hpon bt Children © Dilobedzence. You 
ſhoot your bitrer enyenom'd Arrows vgainſt 
others, but drawing the Sword cuts the 
Scabbard ; the Powder that blows up others 
Houſes or Names, mult burn it fclf: Nor 1s 
it only hurtfulto ſpeak evil, but not to ſpeak 
rood ; in the 19, 20. v. he tells youa better 
uſe of your Tongues. After the Apoſtle 
Col. 3. 8. adviſcd to put of Anger, Wrath, 
Malice, Blaſphemy and filthy Communica- 
Lion out of thcir mouth, and not to lie one 
to another ; he follows it 15, 16. That the 
peace of God dwell in your Hearts, and 
the Word of Chiitt dwell richly in you, that 
they may teach and admoniſh one another. 


How can we reaſonably expect, that theſe | 


LOnguecs ſhould | raiſe God in the highelt Hca- 
vens,that do not pray unto, and praiſc him 
here on Earth? Can we imagine, that God 
gave us ſuch uſcin{ members to 1mploy only 
about this lower World, dirt and vanity ? 


(3.) 1 might inſtance in all ſinful works ; 
the hithy unclean perſon hunts for his own 
Life, his own Soul, Prov. 5, 3. Though it 
ſeems as an Hony-comb, and as Oyl, her 
end 4. 15 bittcr Wormwood, a cutting 
Sword, 2s Death, as cll. v. 7. Then monrn 
at lait, v. 11. And thy fleſh and thy body 
conlumed, v, 20, 21, Why thn gvilty, when 

God 
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God ſees all? v. 22. His own iniquities ſhall 
take the wicked himſelf, and holden with 
cords he ſhall die without help. <>. 6. 32. He 
that , is guilty deſtroyeth his own Soul , 
<<. 7. laſt. Much more is faid, he 15 ab- 
horr'd of the Lord, though Sinners fay it's 
ſweet, ch. 9. v. 17, 18. It's their ignorance 


and miſtake, the dead are there, and thotke* 


in the depths of Hell. 


So might you obſerve in all other ſins and 1 £or.5.5 


linncrs ; the drunkard doth but ſwallow 
down poyſon, his own deltruCtion, for living 


and dying ſo he muſt to Hell, who hath Pro. 23. 
woe, who hath forrow, and that often at *> 3? 


preſent, but at laſt it biteth like a Szrpent 
and ſtingeth like an Adder ; cheating, coze- 
ning and defranding others, is but wronging 
a mans ſelf moſt. He lyes in wait todeceive 


" his own Soul; he cheats another of his Mony, 


his Goods, his Eſtate, but chears himſelf of 
Iruth, Honeſty, Sincerity ad true Peace. 
Who would believe, that Men in covetouſ- 


nels were heaping up not wealth, but wrath 7am. « 


- 


againſt the day of wrath, and adding fewel *8- 


to their own flames ? That proud ambitious 
aſpiring Men were falling and finking by 
their pride and riling, and that they were 
getting up but to a higher pinacle to {fall 
down the lower, and with the greatcr ven- 
geance ! 

What ſhall I fay to convince you ? will 
you believe, that rejeting and lighting Gods 
calls and word, you caſt away your own 
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mercies, that you render your ſelves unwor- 
thy and uncapable of Everlaſting Lite ? 

So in all negle@t of Heavenly dutiesand 
their own work, they loſe daily and cheat 


' themſelves of much good, of their own 


peace, lite and happineſs ; loſe their time 
and blcſled Seaſons, they loſe Jewels better 
than Gold and Silver. Ir's fad to ſee, how 
many are robbing and ſtealing from them- 
ſelves every day precious hours and choice 
advantages, this loſs will appear in ſhewing 
the others gain. 


2. On the other hand, Godlinefs is your 
making. Men may run this and that way ; 
gothing but ſincerity and a good Conſcience 
will ſtand by a Man and ſupport him at laſt ; 


doing good makes the bones fat and the Soul , 


rejoyce. What comfort had David in pray- 
ing and prayſing night and day, fick and 
well, baniſht,or in his Throne * Great peace 
have they which love thy Law, and nothing 
ſhall oftend them ; in keeping thy Command- 
ments 1s great reward. A Man that is Hea- 
venly and hearty in Prayer, is getting more 
than he that is Trading, and gaining Gold 
ane Silver, Little do the fooliſh mad World 
know or hclieve, what a Chriſtian is getting 
daily upon his knees, he is laying up Irea- 
ſure in Heaven; he ſhall be receiving a full 
and glorious anſwer to his Prayers to all 
Etcrniry. Where are any ſuch proflers and 
promiles made to any the wiſeſt Worldly 

work, 
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work, as are to Gods bleſſed and Heavenly 
work ? A Chriſtian is adding Grace to Grace. 
2 Pet. 1. 5. Ge, adds to his Jewels and Trea- 
ſure ; the trial of your faith being more pre- 
cious than that of Gold. Who can tell the 
wealth of a fincere Chriſtian ? who knows 
his manſion in Heaven , the worth of his 
Crown and Kingdom, a Crown not of Gold, 
but Glory ? Who can tell, how mnch is coucht 
up in one promiſe ? they are faid to be excee- 
ding rich and precious promiſes : What is 
the greatneſs of Gods love, the invaluable 
merits of Chriſts Blood, the riches of free 
Grace? What may be ſaid or done to con- 
vince the World, that Godlineſs of it ſelf, 


we render it with contentment, it's in the, 
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original with its ſelf. ſufficiency , 15 great ; Tim-6.6. 
an ? Can he be poor, mean, or low, that Qui h abet 
th God for his Portion, Heave! n for his in- habentem 
heritance ? What can be faid now ? All is ama 


yours, and you are Chriſts, and Chriſt is 
Gods. 1 Cor. 3. laſt. 


bet omnid, 


214 


Every Mans gr and Intereſt and Enquiry 


Direft. 4. Do not delude and deceive your 
ſelves with theſe common and dangerous 
miſtakes, about your ſad periſhing condition. 


1. As with ſecrecy. 2. Preſent ſecurity and 
caſe, 3. With excuſes, cvaſions and extenu- 
arion's. 4. With | eigned Repentance. 5. With 
groundleſ, hopes of mercy and fooliſh pre- 
1901} H10T. 


Theſe are all dangerous Rocks, on which 
Thouſands of Souls fplit themſelves and 
periſh. 


1. With ſecrecy; it's all hidden and cloſe, 
they arc not diſcern'd and diſcover'd in their 
cunning, ſclt-decerving courſes. All Men 
attempt, is, to hide their poyſon from others. 
As Mcn that would murder themſelves, ſtudy 
all ſecrecy, Many are not ſo diſturb'd at being 


- drunk twenty times,as at being diſcover'd or 


reprov d once. More afraid of being known 
to the World for their wickedneſs, than of 
being danin'd to all Eterniry. God declares 
often, that every ſecret thing ſhall be brought 


, to light, and every hieden thought and work 


ſhall be laid open to all the World. 1 Cor. 4. 
beg. The Apoſtle values not Mens judges 
ment, becauſe the Lord will come, and will 
bring, to light the hidden things of darkneſs, 
and will make manifeſt the counſels of the 
Heart, and then ſhall eyery Man have ae 
® 
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of God that deſerves it : What though none 
know that | am fick, and pained or poor, 
and 1 feel the pinching pains and want ? 
What though others know not my ſecret 
wickedneſs , my ſecret negletts of Cloſet- 
Praycr and holy Mcditation ; my deadnefs 
and unbelief in duty; my hypocrific and 
falſceneſs to God and Man ? this will certainly 
deſtroy me. Gods eye 15 upon inc; as one, 
remptcd to wickednels, would not yeoi'd tall 
great privacy, when this or that place was 
offer'd, where none Taw ; the party an- 
ſwer'd, but Gods eye 1s here. Said Joſeph, 
How ſhall I do this wickrane! and {m againſt 
God? Though my Earthly Maltcr be not at 
home, my Heavenly Maſter is alwa 
preſent 


2. Pleaſe n " you r ware! prefent cart and 
ſect wider 
( 1.) Becauſe you cant perccive your ſelves 


ſo dceply wounded and q 1nocroufly hurt by 
lin. You cant fecl your pains and death- 
pangs. Were there foch hurt in fin, ſhould 
| not perceive it ? Were they not marrying, 
and giving in Marriage, ti! the flood came ? 
Was there any hurt in this ? but they arc 
ſenſeleſs of their dang! r. When finners 
ſhall cry peace, then ſudden DeſtruQion 
comes as pangs on a Woman, that is in caſe 
and merry one quarter of an hour, and on a 
ſ{ndden come throws, pangs and groanes. 5 are 
not all other ſinners as ſccure as you ? 

P 4 2. Nor 
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Nor hecauſe you can't forice the future 
miſchief and danger. The things Eternal 
arc not ſcen, the evils as well as the comforts. 
. _ "ww ; M. in 70rQ ſeeth the evil and h1deth 
ſelf. r e ſomepie p4 s on and are umſbt . 

T his ew main difference between the wiſe 
ind the fooliſh ; the wiſe man is wiſe in time, 
the fool when 'tis too late. The ſinners eyes 
are never- open till death, as they report of 
the Mole. You find in Scripture frequent 
advice, hear while it is to day ; this is the day 
ot Salyation z, to$ morrow may be the day 
of Death and Damnation. He that ſpeaks 
to day, may chooſe whether he will ſpeak to 
norrow. Now, the gentle muld Voice of 
the Goſpel, the next, may be the terrible 
and loud call to judgement ; if you'l not 
hear God now, he will not hear you then ; 
and therefore bids you ſeck him whilſt he may 
be found, and call upon him whilſt he is ncar 
ritan ating , that there is a time coming 
wh en he will not be found, when he will be 


-a-far off. Whartſocver you do, do it heartily 


now, for there is no working in the Grave, 
whither you arc going. Nor 1s the great 
danger and dreadful miſery the lefs or the 


- farther off, becauſe you do not diſcern it ; 


for ought you know the Judge ſtandeth at 
the door, and it 1s faid be cometh like a Thief 
'n the night, he comes in a day and hour that 
the ſinner "thinketh not of : their inward 
houvl:t 1s, that their houſes ſhall continue 


ior evcr, this their way is their folly. 


3. Decave 
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3. Deceyve not your ſelf with exenſer, eva- 
Goms and Cxtenuar ions. 

1. You think that you have much to ſay 
for your ſelves. You can plcad your inno- 
cency, and it was a ſtrong temptation and, 
you could not help it, and you are forry for 
it. When 1 have askK'd fome, why they 
negleft Gods Ordinances aad good LHutics ? 
they have reply'd, Indiſpolition, care of their 
Families, providing neceſlarics; I have im- 
mediately reply'd , will God take fuch an 
anſwer ? they bs laid, they fear not; 
why then,what advantage is it thus to anſwer 
me and deceive your ſelves ? God will nor be 
mocked ; he knows, when 'tis our weakneſs 
and when our wickedneſs. They made ex- 
cuſes, and plauſible ones too, Aarth. 22. beg. 
One went to bus Farm, another 16 bis Merchan- 
diſe, v. x. Lathe 1.4. v. 18. The firſt faid, 1 
have bought « picce of ground, and 1 muſt need. 
go and ſee it, [ pray thee have me excuſed ; he 
aid not wrong and cheat another, twas his 
own Ground, bought and paid for; he did 
not ſay, he would glory and delight in it, and 
make it his portion, only go and prove it. 
v. 19. Another ſaid, / have bought fove yoke of 
Oxen, and I go to prove them. v. 20. Anothe1 
faid, I bave married 4 Wife , and therefore 
cannot come ; not plead tor Fornication ot 
Adultery ; bat 1 have the burdensand cares 
ot a Marricd ſtate, and it's as much as I can 
do to mind theſe affairs s but did all —_— 
risHcC * 


tisfie? no, v. 20. The Maſter of the Houſe » 
was angry, and invites others, ſends away Þt yiſi 
the Goſpel, and calls from theſe to another Þ ch 
people. v. 24. / ſay wnto you , none of theſe | Ch 
men that are bidden ſhall taſt of my Supper. || cor 
. Theſe lower things may be priz'd above ſpi- Þ the 
ritual and Heavenly things, and this is neg- Þ thi 
lecting {o great Salyation. Aarths had & he 
Luke 19. much to ſay for her ſelf ; What / the Son of | wi 
laſt God, the Saviour of the World come to her |} pe 
houſe with his company, and want Proviſion } gc 
and neceſlaries ? I doubt not bur ſhe didit & ar 
out of great reſpett to Chriſt ; this appears, | th 
Of 

1. She was cumbred with much ſerving;ſhe 11 
was not idle and lazy. Many will have little or |} « 
no thanks for their caring and carking, and | g 
tombling afont the World : I have pitied ( 
many poor drudging induſtrious worldlings, | t 
that weary themſelves for very vanity. 0 
2. In that ſhe could come to Chriſt, and t 
call him Lord, not doubting bnt that ſhe was I 
well-pleaſing to him, careſt thou not, Ce. 
| 
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bid her therefore that ſhe help me. No doubt 
but many think they are well enough , whilſt 
employ'd about the World all the Er thwngh 
they forget God and neglet their Souls. She 
leaves me alone, I do not defire *- be idle, 1 
would have her help me. 1 couid be glad to 


mecum hear a good Sermon as well as ſhe ; thus 
manus ad- many Worldlings condemn thoſe that take 
moveat time for Prayer and Hearing, and ſay, they 
are idle, they arc idle. 


Notwith- 
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Notwithſtanding Afartha's care and pro- 
viſion, her conhdence and appealing to 


Chriſt, her condemning her good Silter ; 
Chriſt re 
& 


commen 


oves her ſeverely, and juſtifies and 
her good Siſter, Marthe, Martha, 


thou art careful and troubl'd about many 
things ; I know not, but Chriſt may check in 
her a fſolicitous, careful, worldly ſpirit, 
which may be too predominant in many good 
people : (as I doubt not, but Afarthe was a 


good woman ; it's faid, Jeſus loved Martha Jobs 11.4. 


and her Siſter, and Afary ) Chrilt tells her, 
that her head, heart and hands, were too full 
of worldly matters, but eſpegially now very 
anſeaſonably, when there were greater 
things in hand. Chriſt commends, juſtifies 
good Atary, ſhe fate at Chriſts feet, ſhe had 
choſen the better part; this was the one 
thing needful, this ſhould laſt for ever. T his 
affords many conſiderations ; that Heavenly 
things are quietly receiv'd, when Worldly 
matters afford trouble and diſturbance ;theic 
things are really neceſlary, abſolutely nc- 
cellary, the other not ; 1 may want Riches, 
Food, Health, &e. and be happy, and go ro 
Heaven. I can't be happy withour this Grace. 
There are many things, here is but one God, 
one Chriſt, one Soul, one Happinels ; that 
is called good, bur not ſo really; it'sa falſe 
name to call Riches, &c. good ; there is none 
good but God, ſays Chriſt, and there is no- 
thing really good but what makes us good, 
and leads us to a good God: Somerender 


It 
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it optimam partem, the belt part, others mels- 
orem, quam Marths ; a berter part than what 
Martha choſc ; and Mary choſe and priz'd 
this above the other, and it's the only laſting, 
everlaſting part ; io that Mary might anſwer, 
filter Martha, be not angry, I have a poor 
hungry Soul like to be fſtarvd, and I can't 
now mind the body ; that 15 meat that pe- 
riſheth, | am no& lahovring after the meat 
that cadureth to Everlalting Life + I am now 
attending on my precions 5avitur, whom | 
highly honour and dearly love: Ay, but 
Mary, we may hear Chriſt another time ; but 
I am not fare pt that, behdes, 1 can now 
and then roo, 1 need preſent ſupport and 
comfort, I have a poor wounded fin-fick Soul 
like to periſh, and I muſt now attend on this 
Phyſician ; Chriſt commends the choice, and 
condemns Martha, Do not you think, ex- 
cuſes will ſerve your turn; if Chriſt ap- 
prove not of Martha's providing for him,how 
will he condemn you that fit at home, and 
provide for your ſelves only and family ; 
ſpend the greateſt part of Gods day about 
the body ? I have often thought Gods day 
the worlt ſpent of any, in hlling and cloath- 
ing the carkaſs, and caſe and floth ; more 
ſins committed on this day than others. 
Pleaſe not your ſelves with feigned excuſes 
and pretences,God knows what you are,lying 
down and riling up; what your thoughts, 
words and works are, and what your temp- 
tations ; what your care to vials him, _ 

what 
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whit your wilfol and ungodly negletts? 
Many think to plead their ignorance, their 
company,their Miniſters negle&t;God knows, 
what your helps and advantages were, and 
wherein you were willingly flothful and care- 
lefs : Though he with one Talent ſeem'd to 
plead much that he had not waſted his Ta- 


lent, not ſpent it in rioting and exceſs, but arucb. 25 
laid it © $out>— magh | was afraid of thy :4 to 29 


ſeverity, becauſe thon expettedſt more of me 
than thou pavelt to me, I had but one Talent, 
the others had rwo and five ; what could I do 
with fo ſmall knowledge and helps ? I could 
never pleaſe thee and do as thou requireſt, 
but here thou halt what is thine, 1 have done 
thee no wrong. All this will not excuſe, 
thou art wicked and flothful ; ont of thine 
own Mouth 1 will condemn thee , thou 
kneweſt how ſevere I was, therefore thou 
ſhould 'ſt have been the more careful and 
exatt; had'ſt thon improv'd that, I would 
have given thee more ; calt yethat unprofi- 
table Servant into utter darkneſs; would he 
not work ? let him have nothing but weeping 
and gnaſhing of recth. 


4. Decerve not your ſelves with feigned re- 
pentance and pretended forrow for ſm ;, this will 
mor AVE you, 

Deep forrow and humiliation, a real 
broken and contrite Spirit, arc the only Sa- 
crifices pleaſing to God. Many think, Iam 
forry for my fins, and can fay with the Pbi- 
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can, Lord, be merciful to me a ſinner, and God 
forgive mezl know not,,whether theſe trifflin 

praycrs, Or their curſes and oathes, are mo 

abominable to God. Cry out , wretched 
Man that I am, who ſhall deliver me ? He 
that ſaid it was Holy and Heavenly, ſtrug- 
ling and fighting againſt ſin, and cries out 
under a deep ſenſe, as oneundone and fink- 
ing. It's cate to ſay, I abhor my ſelf in duſt 
and aſhes. I doubt not, but many confeſs 
their {ins in prayer daily, and pretend for- 
row,when there is not the leaſt grict of heart, 
nor trouble of ſpirit. We have many fin- 
ners, but few true mourners, in our Sor. 
How few reſtleſs and unquiet, weary and 
heavy laden, and not ſatisficd till they come 
to Chriſt and find reſt for their Souls ? It's 
a great, a mighty work, to have this heart 
really broken. You read of A4bab, the Men 
of Nineveh, and many others, who ſeem'd 
to repent, but did ſuch falſe tears ever 
reach one fin ? 


5. Pleaſe not your ſelves with groundleſs bopes 
of mercy and preſumptions on Gods love and 
kindne/ 2 

You read indeed, that God is gracious and 
merciful, and loag-ſuffering, but it is added, 
that he will by no means clear the guilty. Say 
not, though Menare ſevere, I hope God will 
pity and pardon, and ſave me ; ay, but what 
grounds have you to hope, that he will pity 
and fave you? Are your Names written £ 
[ 
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the Book of Life here ? then hope and 
believe it's written above.. God hath ſaid, 
Bleſſed are the poor wn Spirit, the poor in Heart, 
&c. am I ſuch, or no ? Should one dream at 
night of a Pardon from a King, or that ſuch 
-& a Mans Eſtate is mine, and come the next 
it morning for the Pardon, or claim the Eſtate ? 
- and the other ſhould ask, why ? what have 
TY you to ſhew for it, any thing under mine 
$& hand? and be anſwer, no, but 1 dreamt fo 


the laſt night ; he might be kickt . out of 


 & doors with diſdain and anger, and counted 
fitter for Bedlam. Fooliſh mad ſinners, that 
knock at Heaven Gates and claim it for theirs; 
will not God fay, What halt thou to ſhew 
under my Hand and Seal ? where did I ever 
promiſe Mercy and Heaven to one that did 
live daily, as thou didſt ? Look ever the 
whole Bible, bring me one promiſe, and i'le 
make it good. My dear friends, why ſhould 
you [latter your ſelves to your own deſtruCt- 
ton, and no convincing you now, till God 
doth ſilence you at laſt ? only fay, Lord, I 
dreamt ſo, when on Earth; a fooliſh and 
fruitleſs Dream. 


6. Decerve not your ſelves with delays, 


Many Thouſands deſtroy themfelves with 
reſolutions, and promiſes of faving them- 


” ſelves hercafter. The timc is not yer Come. 
The Devil and your own Hearts, and this 
wicked World, dICOUNDINEIO hilten , 2nd 


STLD2 
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they will not crave all your time together, 
only have is by peice-meals, till they have 
all at laſt : Every morning they will fill you, 
as ſoon as you are awake, with other matrers, 
ind thus keep you employ 'd all the day ; and 
when they have lull'd you aſleep that night, 
they will be with you the next day, and as 
likely to prevail ; and thus keep you cloſeto 
themſelves, that they ſhall have the perfor- 
mances, and God all the promiſes ; fay only 
to Gad, 1 go, Sir, but not ſtir ; at night you 


ſhall confeſs that you have finn'd all that day, 


but never begin to live better the next day. 
We ſhould be aſham'd to pat into our prayers 
at night, Lord, raiſe me up the next day, 
that I mayeat and drink and be merry, that 
| may be idle and vain,and not think or ſpeak 
ſeriouſly of God or my Soul , or another 
World ; of in a morning, pray for a Bleſſing 
all the day, but walk ont of the way of 
Blcſimg all the day afrer.Should we not bluſh 
to ſay, Lord, klcts me in my idlenefs, in my 
wicked company, in my jeſting and triffling ? 
well, but we hope ro-live bcrter hereafter ; 
what ! next week, or next year ? no, never 
come to a determinate time, and thus the 
Devil hath us faſt cnongh. Did you not think 
many years azo, that it you liv'd to ſuch an 
Age, you would be bettcr ? and have you not 
the ſame old, dead, vain and worldly Hearts, 
that you had long azo ? Are you not [till as 
backward to good, as prone to evil, as you 
were formerly ? Have you not reſoly'd often 
rv 
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to caſt up your acconnts and prepare '{6- 
lemnly for Erernity, bur ſtill you neglett ir; 
and will you ſtill truſt theſe wicked deceitful 
Hearts, that have deceiv'd you fo often ? 
Have not theſe wicked Hearts left you many 
a good Sermon,many a blefied Sabbath, many 
an awakning,ſcarching providence ? and are 
they not as likely to loſe you as many more,it 
God grant them to you? but it may be,you 
have ſcen your belt days, and God may never 
grant you ſo many bletled advantages ; how 
many Heavenly Lights have burnt our, 
whilſt you have been idle and triffling ? many 
lively, ſerious Minifters, are gone to reſt, 
that did ſtrive, pray, iatreat and weep, and 
could not prevail: If you. [till believe, you 
ſhall be better in fuch a condition, or ſuch 
an Age, obſerve thoſe that are ſo, and fee, 
whether they be not as carelets and neglhtgent 
about their Souls, as others. Do nor you tcem 
as far from Death and Judgement, as you 
were twenty years ago ? God fays, © day 
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bear, and the Devil favs, to morrow ; he that #6. 2.15. 


is really made good, fers to Gods work 
preſently. 
As ſoon as ever Saul was converted, he 


ſaid pretently, IWhat wilt thou have me to ds ? Ad. g.beg 


and God ſays, Behold, he prayeth; and the 
Prodigal, as ſoon as ever he came to himſelf, 


he came to his Father, and faid, / am willing Late 15, 


to be thy Servant ; and thoſe that Chriſt at frſk 
call'd, immednately left all and followed bum ;; 
when one 1aid,” ler me go firſt and bary my F a- 

(Y ther, 
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Lub.g.laft. cher Chriſt ſaid, Ler their dead bury ther dead, 


Gal.1 1 
19,17, 
ycr1t, 


1 Jobn 5, 


t> 5. 


bus go 1 ou pre ently nd preach the Kingdom of 
God ; anothcr faid, ler ze bid thoſe at home 
farewel, no, faid Chriſt, »o man purring bys 
hand to the Plongh, that looketh back, 4: fit for 
the A ingdom of God, Its but reaſonable, 
they are recciv'd, as the Prodigal, into the 
arms of Mercy preſently, have all their fins 
pardon'd, all Grace given, the ring and fatted 
Calf ; all is ready, and therefore they muſt 
love and pray, and praiſe preſently. Says 


, Paul, As ſoon as I was called by Grace, tmme- 
IS. diately I conferred not with fleſh and blood, but 


went 10 work preſently.Shall a Man that 15s rats d 
out of the Grave and rottenneſs, delire to 
lye down a few hours and days longer, and 
then walk and work among the living ? No, 
ſay preſently, what- have 1 to do any more 
with my wicked Heart, Lopgue, Life, and 
Company ? 


Nirc&t. F- Labour ro get above thi: World and 
all its concernments, admire not ts greatneſs, 
nor regard it j glo! LOMI proſpect and large p? em/cs, 
nor / Cav # threatnings and troubles n 


This 15 a preat ſnare, undoing thouſands, 
they can't get beyond this World ; nothing 
but Faith can conquer this World , by 
Chrilt you may be Crucified to the World, 
and the pe orld to 'you. Chrilt ſays, Theſe 
are not of the World, a: J am not 6f the World, 
my Kingdom 15 mot of this World, Weread 

and 
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and ſpeak of things, but do not really live 
as Strangers and Pilgrims, as Travellers and 
Sojourners 5 are We nor at home here ! do we 
not fet up our reſting place here, and are 
diſquicted, when we are unſctled, and cry 
out as if we were undone ? 

Be convincd, that your happineſs 1s not 
here, nor- can all thele things tave you and 
make you truly bleſſed. Solomon 15 as2 Man got 
tothe top of the Worlds Glory, ict upon the 
pinnacle, upon the higheſt mountain to ſee 
and enjoy the Kingdoms of the World and 
the Glory of them. What could betelir'd 
more than he declares ? Eccle/. 2, 3. great 
Works, Houſes, Vineyards, Gardens and 
Orchards, Trecs of a!l kind of Fruits, all 
Servants, great and ſmall Cattle, Silver and 
Gold, the pe: pat L rcaſurc of Kings, Men- 


Singers, Wonten-Singers, and the delights gouum, 
of the Sons of Men, as Muical Inſtruments, honeftum, 


and that of all forts ; here was Honour, Pro- 
fir and Pleaſures, and withal hus great Wit- 
dom remain'd with him - Nay, v. 10. he (a- 
tished his deſires tothe full, fulhll'd his joy, 
and his Heart rcjoyced 1a all; and yet v. 11. 
upon a fcrious review, 1 looked upon all, 
and it was vanity, nothing in it, nay, it was 
vexation and no profit ; nay, he conld ſce 
little in his worldly Wiſdom, becauſe it 
happencth to the fool and the wiſe both alike, 
14,15. and in the Graye there is no remem- 
brance of the wiſe more than the fool, for- 
gotten in the next Age; and withal, he that 
OW 2 COMEeSs 
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comes after may be 2 fool,v. 18,1 9.as it fell our 
with Rebobooam ; he feems in this Book to call 
to the reſt of the World, that are ſtruggling, 
tugging and ſtriving to get upto this moun- 
tain, iome lye ſcraping and groveling at the 
bottom, others arc —_ up 2 little way far- 
ther, ſome halt-way ; he calls from the very 
top to you, and fays, Deceive not your 
ſelves, ſtrive and ſtruggle no more, you 
think,were you were I am, you ſhould be hap- 
DY, | am got tothe very top, and fee it all 
vanity and vexation. And le!t the volup- 
tnons, and thc luſttal and the riotous perſon, 
ſhould think, there 1s more ſweetneſs and fa- 
tisfaftion in exceſs, God gave him up to the 
range of his luſts ; he bad not only abun- 
dance, 1 Anig. 4, 22. Oc, Solomons pro- 
viſion for one day, was thirty meaſures of fine 
flowr, and threeſcore meaſures of meal, ren fat 
Oxen, and twenty Oxen out of the paſtures, and 
an hundred Sheep, beſides Hart and Roe- Bucks, 
ad Fallow- Deer, and fattecd Fowl. v.26. &c. 
He had fourty : ;bouſand ſtall; of Horſes for bns 
Chariots, and twelve thouſand Horſe-men ;, be 
had meuderfad wiſdom , ſpake three chenland 
Proverbs, and Songs 4 ria and five. Ch. 10. 
2%. He made Stlver to be as ftones in Jeruſalem ; 
be alſo gave bimſelf ro Wine and Women, had 
ſrven hundred Conc bines and three bundred 
Wives; and at laſt cries out as one poor and 
empty, and undone, and fays, all i: Y.omy 
and vexation of Spirit. If you will not be- 
lieve his own experignce, and think he ſpoke 

" 
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it out of diſcontent and indignation ; hear 
what he ſays as to all the higheſt, the beſt, 
the ſweeteſt, the longeſt, the ſureſt of theſe 
Earthly cnjzoyments. 

He dies as the beaſt, rots and ſtinks in the daft, Clap, 4, 
no bringing him ap fo me what 1 afro him. V 19, 22. 

No [atrsf att;on whilll he 15 here, t ugb none Chap 4. 5 
10 ſucceed, nor cinlde, nor brother, yer greedy 
ſcraping s, and never think, be bath enough, nor 
comfortably enjoy what be hath ;, and if be bath a verſe 16, 
ſecond artery hin, mot rYerover 11 bam. 

Fe 15 not lat! rd with bis abide CC, only Chan $ 
bebolds with b1: ”e f what others cat and enjoy ; verſe 10 
only diſt urbs hs reſt. whe! the lab WET EY ſieeps 2,12, 
[weetly. 

It hurts him whilft alive, and carries none Of y. x2 
Foy with him - w/ en e ALES, © »ly [abours for the 
Wwnrd, 

He eats in darkne/;, and tormented in bis yorſs 45, 
ſic bneſ; : 15 : 

Some have mi ” and have not power to eat and Cap. 6. 
enjoy it, V+ 2, 

I hongh he beoct an hundred ( bildren , attd 'v. 7.6. 


» Ba 


live many years, nay, thoit7h ro thouſand years, 
which none att 411 ! 

He concludesthat ſororm is better than laugh 1, 2 
fer, and the bout mourn and death better <. 
than lifeall 1ts | ) but as the crackling of thornes. 

None can « Cape death. all cit off, wile and Ch. $8.8 
fooliſh, ICH and pt JY 

4 | 4 

: H: ſhews that proſperity 15 4 ſna! cand D.o dens verſe 11, 
Men wm their aickeaneſs, lulls them aſleep m /e- 12, 13. 
cxrity, till cut off dread! ully at Laſt 
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Cha; 1, Theſe things come alike to good and bad, ng 
*: 3» 552+ difference, only the wicked cut off dreadfully as 

laft ;; and all 1: gone, thetr memory, their paſſions 
will ccale 
it, 1t 5 not hi, or ſtrength, nor wi dom, always 

12. gives this pro ky taken at laft as Fiſhes and 
Birds unauwa'ts. 

ChI"C.7. Sommer ai . foot; and lervants and tbe baſe, 
riſe and proſper, and the noble and worthy de- 
preſt and kept macr, 

Ch. 11.7, He adriſeth at laſt, that Men would not 

109. pleaſe themſelves with thi preſent light, becanſe 
ſmeer, nor with many years, though be bath Jo 

m them all, but remember the days of darkne(s, 
that (hal ! be many. How long hath Solomon 
Myumſelf lain in the dark, filent Grave ? Nor the 
young Afar: it pald ſo pleaſe humlclt 4” chearimg h1s 
Heart, and walking in bis own ways, but remem- 

= the great day of Fudgement, when all thoſe 

's ſha ul be b brought fo forth, therefore be ſhould 


remove ſorrow from ms Heart, and evil from b1; 


. Flelb. 
KK. _ . ” 4 j ; 
Chap. 12 rn « at laſt aauvijeth him t0 what I am now 
;, Vee urging, t remember Ins Creatour, and therem 
hin ett 11 the wndſt of bh pleaſure , reme mbring 


the years of old Are, how _ he would decay ; 
and at laſt ſhuts up all with this, that th xe whole 

Hoc cit of Afen 4s robe wil to Salvation, aud prevent 4 
my os arcadſul fudgement and Condemnation ; for this 
be han 1 the mthole of Man, thi: is your making and 
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Now why ſhould we be fo fooliſh todelude 
our ſelves with theſe matters ! the P/almit ColAdam, 
tells vou P/al. 39. F Every Man in by: beſt ( ol. He- 
eſt ate is altogether vamtry. Every Man 15 very © | 
vanity ; Man 1s fo, every Man, rich or poor, 
high or low, Lord or Peaſant; fome would 
grant, that poor and fick, linking and com- 
plaining, old and decaying he is fo; no, In yy, 5er- 
his beſt Eſtate, in all his Pomp, Greatneſs led Eftate 
and Grandeur,he 15 vanity, not only vain,but 
vanity in the abſtract ; to fay a Man 15poor, 
or fooliſhor miſerable, it's fad, hut t5 fay he 
is poverty, folly and miſery, it ſelf, nay, is 
altogether vanity, nothing but vanity, not 
the leaſt ſubſtance or reality ; and I-Iit von 
ſhould doubt of ir, he adds, verily it is fo, 
this 15 a real ſtanding truth, nothing more 
certain ; and therefore he adds, rt. 6. Swrely 
be walkgth in a vain ſhew, Heb. an inage ; 
It's but an appearance, a ſhadow, a jure, 
and that a vain one too ; he again repeats it, 
ſurety they art dilnuered im Tan ; Or ro bled, 
Heb. They make a noiſe, or buſtling or 
tumulr, ſeeking the World, and know not 
what will become of it and them. P/al. 62. 
V. 9. Men of low deeree ave vamty, ana men of 
bigh degree are a he, becauſe they ſcem to p70. 
miſe, and to be more than really they are : they 
are altogether (or alike) Goneer than vanity, 1f 
weighed in the Ballance with God or bus true [ub- 
ſtantial g odneſ5,and therefore,v.1 o.he adviſeth 
not to fet our Heart on &iches, though they 
increaſe. It the Word will not convince you, 
Q 4 Ict 
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let daily cxpericnce, and a wiſc obſcrvation, 
teach vou this neceflary truth. What preat 
difference 15 there in the World ? molt are 
hurrying and tumbling with the ſame care, 
fear, hope and concernment, about little and 
great Eſtates; ſome pleasd in a little houſe 
madc of dirt, and a few cattle and ſmall 
grounds, another in a lofry houſe built of 
ſtone, great windows, rubbd rooms and 
richer furniture, larger demeaſnes ; but then 
joys and forrows arc much alike ; the one 
cats and drinks and laughs at the other , only 
the one hath richer food, or more gaudy Ap- 
parel ; but as many wants and croſles. 1 
could never yet perceive much difference 
hetween 20 '4 per Anmum, OT an 109, or 200, 
or $00, or 10001. molt live upto or beyond 
their Eſtates, and fo are uncake : They want 
ſomewhat more ; I except preſling want of 
ncceſlaries, pain, debt and confinement, or 
melancholy, otherwiſe I know or fee little 
difference 1n any Mens condition. One 
prond coy Dame is lifted up with her beauty, 
or dreſlings and trimmings,Gold and Jewels, 
though I would put 2s good on an Afs or a 
Poſt, and neither of them the better ; ano- 
thcr proud of kcr plainer Drefs and homely 
Apparcl ; one plcaling her felt in a beautiful 
witty Child, another in a fooliſh wanton 
and i!1-bred Brat ; one boaſts of his Honour, 
and Parcntage and his Horſes, ©c. faid an 
Hcat he n, W y, VA Man, u 5 thy Horſes pro- 
rortgon, and ftreneth and ſwiftneſs, not thine ;; 
another 
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another boaſts of his wit, skill and inge- 
nuity, a third of his lewdnefs, exceſſes and 
beaftly attempts ; all full of folly and mad- 
neſs : Some in a higher degree, others in a 
lower. Chaldren pride themfclves in their 
ſhining counters,and other little play-games ; 
theſe in their richer Ornaments, in a httlc 
fincrand yellow duſt in greater baubles, and gitrer and 
are the greater fools. It would make you Gold. 
weary, and even hck at Heart, to hear ſome 
boaſt of their own aCtions, their ſucceſs by 
Sea and Land, their $skill and increaſe in 
Trade, and it may be moſt falſe, but you 
muſt hear and admire, that they may un- 
dergo the hike drndgery to hcar your filly tri- 
fling matters ; moſt are weary of it in others, 
but can't fee it in themſelves : Bnt were there 
any great difference now, Death and the 
Grave lay all level; then it ſhall be as with 
the People, ſo with the Pricit, as with the /-24. 1,2. 
Servant, ſo with the Maſter; here ſome 
difterence and diſtance, but then none ; as 
with the Maid, fo with the Miſtrc; the 
one umperionſly commands now, and it may 
be unreaſonably and fooliſhly, and the other 
muſt hcartily obey : But then alike ; the 
Bodies ly: alike in the Grave, as with the 
buyer, fo with the fcller ; as with the bor- 
rower, ſo with the lender ; the one pur- 
chaſeth ang polleſſes, the other poor and 
torn d out ; but then all alike. We ſee Men 
and Women hurrying and poſting one by 
another, ſome rich, others poor, ſome wiſe, 
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others fooliſh, all haſtning to the Grave. 1 
am often thinking, whither are they going ſo | an 
faſt, what are they doing ? ſome in their | ce 
ſhops are waiting for gain, others in the Þ an 
Taverns, Alc-houſes and Coffce-houſes , Fa 
waſting away their precious time idly and & ww 


ſinfully ; fome riding in pomp in their Coa- p1 
ches to the Grave with rich Attendants and ar 
Liverics, and others running on foot; and CC 
ſome crawling and creeping in pain and ot 
anguiſh ; ſome plodding miſchief , how to p! 


cheat, cozen and wrong others, and boaſt li 
when they are too hard for them ; others | 
ſtanding on their watch, and contriving how n 
to eſcape them ; and both in the mean while © 
neglecting their Souls,and the Devil robbing C 
them of their beſt Treaſures ; ſome chiding, t 
others flattering and diflembling ; ſome 
ſpending time, days and weeks, about Phy- | 
ſick and watchfulneſs, firand warm rooms, | 
either about themſelves or their Children, if 
fick or weak, or it may beonly fancies and 
groundleſs fears make themſelves and 
theirs very ſick: Others pulling down theſe 
weak tottcring houſes that are falling of 
themſelves, and hard to ſupport them a 
little while ; and yet they pluck away the 
props, (I mcan,moderate dyet and honeſt in- 
duſtry) nay, ſct it on fre with enflaming li- 
quor, or drown it, or make the pillars rotten, 

and moulder,by uncleanneſs and intemperate 
cating and drinking, Some ſpend their time | 
in weeping and telling ſtories of ſnch a Child 
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dead, and ſuch croſſes and loſſes, and ſuch 
unkindneſs of friends;anothers care and con» 
cerament is, how to live hercafter, and far 
and thoughtfulncſs about the Children and 
Family for the time to come, and all this 
while no fear of Hell, nor thought of, nor 
preparation for, Heaven. Some great Men, 
and proud, ſpend their time in luxury, in 
commanding, *domincering and idlencts, 
others in flattering, and adrpiring and ap- 
plauding, though inwardly hate them : Some 
live twenty years, others thirty, ſome forty, 
others threeſcore or tourſcore years, and to! 
my part, when buryed, I know little that he 
of threeſcore or fourſcore years hath gotten, 
or can boaſt of, more than he that dicd at 
twenty or ten years, only cat, and drink 
and fleepa little longer, any farther than he 
lives more to God, dies to fin, and preparcs 
for Dcath and Judgement. I know not, what 
we are the better for the laſt week and year, 
and if we live another, what will it amount 
to? only cat and Crink, and ſleep it over 
again. 

I thank God, I write not this out of any 
diſcontent, or in the leaſt to ſlight Gods 
goodneſs and the mercics of this Lite ; length 
of days is promis'd us, and is a mercy ; and 
I have liv'd as comfortably and plentifully as 
any Man ugder my circumſtances, far beyond 
what I could have at firſt proposd and 
expetted ; but I write it out'of adeep ſenſe 
that hath a long time lain on my Heart, of 
the 
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the vanity of this World, and the folly of 
my ſclf and all others; and from great zeal 
and indignation, that Wicaven, Grace and 
Chriſt , ſhould be neglefted for theſe toys 
and trifles. For my part, tho' I had livd 
never ſo well,1 would not defire to live over 
my days again, cat and drink, and ſleep as 
much , any farther than I might do more 
good, pray more heartily, and bring more 
Glory to God. This 1 find the pretence of 
moſt, but it's a ' moſt horrible deluſion and 
cheat ; they beg time for God and their 
Souls, but they give it ſtill ro the Devil, 
their Luſts and the World. A& over the 
ſame fins, and neglett the fame duries, or as 
triflingly perform them. I know not, what 
ſome promiſe themſelves more in this lite, 
were there not a Heaven and Heil, and good 
work to be done here on Earth, and were it 
Gods way, I ſhould not value it, it I dug mine 
own Grave and lye down it, and deſire ſome 
walking mortals to cover me over. O! that 
cver this pitiful, empty, troubleſome, tritling 
World, ſhould hinder Men fo much in their 
way to Heaven, and make them venture, yea, 
and loſc their Souls for nought ? Will you 
refuſe to be diverted, or to be comforted, by 
any of theſe things, nor be affrighred or 
diſturb'd by 'the miſeries or threatnings of 
this World ? Paſs thorow this World to 
your home and reſt ; order all your matters 
with reſpect to Eternity. 
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Dived, 6, Make uſc of the means,God hath 
appointed for your Self-preſervation and 
Soul-falvation : I could mention many; i'le 
name but three. 


1, The Word of God. 2. Prayer. 3; Jeſus 
Chriſe, 


1. Go to the Word of God, try your 
ſolves by it, and hear and read what That 
will fay ; "that is your Judge, as that doth 
jaſtific or condemn you, ſo ſhall you ſtand or 
fall at the great day. Now that tells you 
plainly, foul finners ſhall to Hell, and ſuch 
penitent humble broken Souls ſhall come to 
Heaven. You have no Book elſe that ſpeaks of 
ſuch great and good things ; you need not 


Aſcend into Heaven, nor Deſcend into Hell, zaw.1o.6, 
the Word is nigh thee, even in thy Heart and », $. 


Mouth, the Word of Faith which we Preach ; 
if conteſs with Mouth and Heart, thou ſhalt 
be fav'd. What plainer than Kom. 2. 7, 8, Ge, 
There is no reſipe&t of Perſons with God, 
but the wicked muſt periſh, whether Few or 
Gemiile, and the Righteous muſt, ſhall, be 
fav'd, Now Men flatrerand will ſpeak fair 
to your faces, this is eſpecially the danger of 
great Men, high 2nd wiſe Men. An Hea- 
then could fay,that a zreat Mans Son learn d 
nothing wgll but to ride the great Horſe ; 
for that knows no difference between Malter 
and Man, and will caſt hum, it he looks not 
ro 
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to himſelf : But let him be what he pleaſe 
otherwiſe, others will praiſe him to his face, 
and all fear tooftend hum. Now the Word 
ſays, that God will cut off all evil doers, let 
them be who they will, ſay ro the Righteous, 
it ſhall be well ; woe tothe wicked, hemulſt 
periſh 4s his own dung, let him be Lord or 
beggar , Prince or Peaſant. This Word 
tel's them, that the Kings of the Earth, and 
the great Men and the rich Men, and the 
mighty Men, and every bond Man and every 


, free Man, hide themſelves in dens and rocks, 


and can't ſtand in the day of Gods wrath: This 
calls the wicked rich Man, Fool, that would 
not be born from others, but call tor a ſtab. 
This tells you plainly, what is fin, and that 
God regards you not, it you regard iniquity, 
though in your Heart. This tells you, that 
God will not bear with the wilful neglett of 
any one known duty ; others, pretending 
friends, ſay , cafe your ſelves, ſpare your 
ſelves ; but this faith, you mult ſtnve, and 
fight and wrelitle, and ſpend your ſelves and 
he ſpent, and give all diligence, and pray 
evermore, and pray without ccaling. Your 
wicked Hearts and others tells yo", there is 
no need of much a-do about Heaven, a little 
will ſerve turn ; but much labour and care 1s 
requiltite for Earth ; but rhe Word tells you, 
that you need not be fo careful for too 
morow,that you may uſe things indifterently, 
read diligently, and walk circumſpectly to 
the Law and to the teſtimonies, if your 

Mcart 


X Ut 


XUM 


whether he ſball be Sav'd or Loft. 


Heart and others ſpeak not according to this 
Word, it's becauſe there is no Light in them. 
This ſhews you Death and Life, Bleſling and 
Curſing, Good and Evil ; and this gives plain 
marks : Search the Word diligently, and 
bring your Hearts and Lives to this Touch- 
ſtone; prove every thought, word and 
work. Other Glaſſes are falſe, this is a true 
Glaſs, will ſhew you your real face and com- 


. plexion, this will ſhew the ſpots and defor- 
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mitics of the greateſt, the proudeſt. Did Jones 1, 
your curious proud Ladics look more in this 23s 24- 


Glaſs, and lets in other Glaſſes, this might 
humble them;zwhereas,the other putt them up. 
| do not now perſuade you, only to read the 
word diligently and daily, but fearch into it 
42s into a rich Treaſure, and labour to make 
it your own ; believe the protniſes, and ſuck 
the ſweetneſs of them ; obey the commands, 
do the work, till you find the goodneſs and 
ſatisfaftion of the bleſſed Laws of God. As 
David, Pſal. 119. till you cry out ſenlibly and 
experimentally,0, how / love thy Lam,and thy 
Word is ever pure, therefore thy ſe nk loveth 
TS. 

2. Go to God in Prayer much ; cry migh- 
tily to him, who alone can fave, and is 
willing and ready. How much were Gods 
people ever addicted to this duty ? and the 
rruth is, you will certainly periſh without 
=, =y the breath of the Soul ro God ; as 
the Man cant live natvrally without brea- 
thing, no more can a Chriltian ſpiritually 
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without praying. But then I mult intreat 
you, as you love your Souls, that you ſee to 
it, that you pray indeed ; there is much 
goes for praying amongſt us, that will appear 
but howling, but mockery, but abomina- 
tion at laſt ; beg of God, that he would 
open your eyes, undeceive your Souls, and 
ſet yon in the right way : You will certainly 
miſtake, and miſcarry, unleſs he lead and 
guide you in the right way ; and this you 
muſt beg every day, as one pcriſhing, ſinking 
and undone: Say, Lord, I ſhall periſh with- 
out hope or help, unleſs thou ftretch out and 
make bare thy ſaving arm; pray in ſecret, 
poure out your 4ouls, your complaints, your 
rears, your carneſt requeſts, nay, ſeek, yea, 
if that will not do, knock by carneſt Prayer : 
Say, Lord, what ſhall I do? theſe luſts, theſe 
temptations, theſe Sons of Zerviah are too 
hard for me. 1am convinc'd of my folly and 
negleds, ofren forry for them, reſolveand 
promiſe, but all weares off again z I know 
not what to do, but my Eyes and Heart arc 
up to thee ; 1 want ſpiritual Wiſdom,l ask it 
#xm. 1. 5,Of thee, or I ſhall be miſerably and eternally 
betool'd ; 1 have bur little time more to ask 
it; in Hell tears or crics will not avail nor 
prevail. If you can't pray, fay, Lord, poure 
out upon me a Spirit of prayer and ſuppli- 
cation, the preparation of the Hea?t to pray, 
as well as the anſwer,is from thee. Thy Spirit 
can teach me, can help mine infirmities ; 
thou haſt ſaid, as ſurc = as freely as carthly 
Parents 
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will give to their periſhing hungry Children, 
bread and not ſtones, filh and not ſerpents ; 
ſo certainly and more readily,wilt thou give 
to the that ask it. Lord, teach me to pray 
for Mercy, and then graciouſly give it. 
Why may not my tongue pra) r unto thee, and 
praiſe thee as well as others ? Why may not 
my Heart brcathe after thee, love and delight 
in thee,as well 2s others ? Haft rhon but one 
Bleſſing ? blcefs me, even me alio may 1 
ſay, O my Father. Shall others have bread, 
and I the husks, aſhes, poyſon ? let me have 
ſomewhar, though bur crambs ; one crumb 
ot this ſpiritual Heavenly Mercy 1s more 
worth thaft all the fat Feaſts of the wicked. 
Muft 1 be loſt and roar in Hell, and my bo- 
ſome friend, my good ye criomph 
in Glory ? May not pray in my Family alto, 
read the Word with delight and comfort, 
find healmg for my wounds, and refreſhment 
for my hungry periſhing, Sou 1? Lord, Il now 
beg it as carneffly, 2s if 1 were preſently 
dying and appearing before thee. I am 
ſorry I haverniil'd ſo long, now 1 am willing, 
| am refoly'd, to be wholly thine, always 
thine. 


F 


3. Go to Chritt for help an d deliverance ; 
M! came to feck and to fave that which Was 
loſt and undone, dead and periſhing ctcr- 
nally : He loſt himſclf to fave you, dicd 
hiunſclf, that you might live. Now you 
muſt come ro Chriſt nor only for comfort and 
R pardon, 
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p_ and Joy in being ſafe and ſound ; but 
or Grace and Wiſdom, and Strength to be 
made found and whole. It's he is made 
Wiſdom to us, that we may not live and die 
fools, and he is made ſanCtification as wellas 
righteouſneſs. Chriſt calls you to come, 
though miſerable, and loſt and inking ; nay, 
becauſe you are fo, the fitter tocome in to 
his arms of Mercy: He is able to fave thee 
to the utrtermolt ; you have heard, you can 
deſtroy your ſelves, but can't ſave your ſelves; 
you can wound, but Chriſt alone can heal 
thoſe deep ghaltly wounds that fin hath made; 
he was made a_.curſe for us, that we might 
be bleſſed. Chrilt is not prize, ſtudied, 
belicv'd, glorified in, as he deſerves: How 
few, as the Apoltle , deſue to glory 
in nothing elſe , and account all elſe , but 
dung and droſs ? When we have done all, 
and followed the former direftions to 
our beſt $kill and utmoſt power, we 
muſt throw our ſelves upon Jew Chriſt, or 
we ſhall periſh. The Apoſtle, ſo good a Man, 
found himſelf utterly loſt, Rom. 7. 24.and 
therefore v. 25. thanks God for im Chriſt ; 
let others boalt of tneir works, glory in their 
merits ; when I conſider, how little good I 
do, and how much evil 1 fall into daily, 1 
necd a Chriſt. How many ſinful vain thoughts 
in a day, to any ſcrious Heavenly Mcdita- 
tions? How many idle unneceſſary words to 
a little ſerious F-av.nly diſconrie? How little 
good I do in a day to what I might, and that 
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I do with ſo little delight ? and on the other 
band, when I conſider how great Chriſts 
love was, how large Gods bounty is, how 
glorious and great Heaven will be ; 1 muſt 
utterly deſpair, were it not for Je/«: Chriſt, 
my- dear Saviour ;, all my Life, every breath 
of it, is by hum,who loved me and gave him- 
ſelf for me. Some truſt in Chariots and ſome 
in Horſes, ſome in their Zeal, others in their 
Strength,ſome in their Charity, ſome in their 
Picty and Devotion ; but we will remember 
the name and merits of Chriſt our Saviour ; 
when they are brought down and fallen, we 
may riſe and ſtand upright. 


Direft. 7. Be mt diſcourag'd becauſe of 
the danger and difftculty, were it much more, 
you were better ſtrrve againit it than be danm'd ; 
but for your great encouragement, the way 15 eaſit, 
the pot, paſar, 

God condeſcends wonderfully, to fave 
the loweſt, the meaneſt: Were there tuch a 
Proclamation, as //a. 55. 1, 2. in a Fairor 
Market, what thronging would there be, 
come without Mony and without Price 


- There are many rich and neceſlary things 


in Fairs and Shops, but the poor go not thi- 
ther, becauſe they have not Mony to buy ; 
but were all free for fetching and asKing, 
what running, ſtriving and throngtng would 
there be ? Why ſhould you be diſcouraged ? 
have there not as greatand vile tinners as you, 
been ſav'd ? What was Aanaſes ? he was an 

R 2 [dolater, 
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Idolater, he made Judah and Jeruſalem worſe 
than the Heathen ; yet when he was in afliQti- 
on , he prayed and was humbl'd, and the 
Lord piticd him. What was Mary Magdalen 
and many others ? beſides, what mean and 
inconhiderable perſons were fav'd by Chriſt ? 
the poor Woman of Caman, the Woman of 
Samaria, the Pubiican, the blind beggar by 
the ways lide; and in theſe, what was emi- 
nent or remarkable to commend them to 
God, but their mitery an want, and adeep 
ſenſe of it,and highly pri-4ng their ſalvation. 
Would you not account it an unſpeakable 
mercy , if God would pity and heal, help 
and fave you? What is there more to 
commend us to Gods pity and Grace ? What 
was there in the poor Widows Mite, but gi- 
ving, up her All with good will and delight. 
A cupof cold water given in ſincerity ; the 
poor Womans pains and teares, and kiſſes of 
the feet, as coming from the Heart and 
great love , how precious to Chriſt , how 
kindly obſerv'd and rcckon'd up, as great ? 
alas! what is it to ſuch a Chriſt, that laid 
down his Lifc, pour'd out his Blood, his 
Sorf,in love to fave her ? Be not diſcourag'd, 
God will enable yon, Chriſt will afliſt you, 
the Spirit will ſtrengthen, teach and guide 
you, it youare willing to be fav'd, God will 
meet you, as the Father the Prodigal, and he 
will cloath you, and feed you and fave 
you; all is ready for your Life and Salv>- 
tion. The Father doth not fay, ſtand off, 
$0N , 
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Son, keep without door, I will firſt 

your obedience, firſt humble you, you mu 
be more ſham'd and confounded, the ſmell of 
the Swine and Husks 1s yet =_ you ; no, 
Immediately in his arms, kiſs'd him, calls 
for the Robe, the Ring, the fatted Calf ; 
who would not come to fuch a Heavenly Fa- 
ther to be ſav'd? he will entertain you fo 
readily, fo richly, fo lovingly; and his 
work 1s caſre and pleaſant, it's but to love, 
fear and honour him, and you love your ſelves 
and fave your own Souls. You love- Life, 
and Light and Salvation, and unſpeakable 
Happineſs. The work may be done with 
great eaſe anddelight ; come, taſte and fee, 
come and try; it's your diſtance, your ig- 
norance, your Znoeb way that makes it feem 
hard and troubleſome ; experience will con- 
vince you of your miſtake. Said one, I 
lov'd thee hate, Lord, the greater is my fin, 
and the more my grief. Want of a ſerious 
Heavenly Spirir makes Gods work heavy and 
tireſome. Onre pray with carneſtneſs, and 
hope, and defire and ory and then 'twill be 
ſweet and bleffed work. Twas love made 
David ſay, one day in thy Courts 1s better 
than a Thouſand elſewhere ; many are ready 
to ſay,one day inthe World is better than a 
thouſand in Gods Work. Did you know the 
bleſſings- and comforts of theſe Heavenly 
frames, Marth. $. 2 to 1 1. the ſweet of a poor 
—_ of - a meek ſoft Heart, of a pure 
eart, of being merciful ; how would you 
R 3 prize 
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prize them above pride aud paſlion, and I \ 


cruclty and diſcontent ? obſerve d 


1, That all theſe Bleſſings are ſpiritual ; 
not bleſicd are the Rich, or the Wiſe, or the 
Mighty , but the Poor, the Meck, the 
Mourncrs. 


2. That all the promiſes made to them 
are ſpiritual allo z not yours is the Glory of 
the World, but yours is the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven ; not Bleſſed, they ſhall haveriches and 
plcaſures, but they ſhall ſee God. 


3- That theſe qualifications are low and 
condeſcending,take in the meaneſt and loweſt 
Chriſtian, that is ſincere. 


It is not, Pleſſed are therich and ſtrong in 
Grace, but the poor in ſpirit, ſuch as are mi- 
ſcrably poor and empty, and needy and low, 
and vile in their own eyes, that want all 
Grace, and come fo to Chriſt. Rev. 3. 17, 18.. 

It is not,Bleſſed arc they only,that rejoyce 
In ways of rightcovineſs, and have great 
comfort and peace in belicving ; but Bleſſed 
arc they, that mourn for fin, and weep that 
they can do no more, no þetter, that bewail 
their deadneſs and unprofitableneſs. 

Not only, Bleſſed are the high-bcaring, 
courageous , bold Chriſtians; Fur Bleſſed 
ze the meek, ſoft, quiet ſpirits, that are 
meck under Gods chaſtiſement , py 

an 
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Word, and are mild and gentle towards 
Men. 

Not only,Bleſſed are the full and thoſe that 
taſt marrow and fatneſs, and ſweetneſs in 
Duties and Gods Ordinances ; that have large 
incomes of Grace and Comfort, but alſo, 
Bleſſed are the hungry and thirſty ; "that are 
needy, pinching and wanting, and crave and 

after food and refreſhment ; and this 
takes in any Babes in Chriſts Family. 

Not only,Bleſſed are thoſe that can give and 
do great things to and for us, but,Bleſſed are 
thoſe that areof atender merciful ſpirit, full 
cf bowels,and compaſſion and kindneſs. Thus, 


niany ſhall be rewarded at the laſt for feeding ,, 


the hungry, clothing the naked, that were -y _—_ 


fed and clothed by others, becauſe they had 
an Heart to do it, had it been in their power. 

Not, Bleſſed only are thoſe that are pure 
and unblameable in their Lives, but, Bleſſed if 
pure in Heart, that deſire purity from the 
very bottom of - their Hearts. 

Not only, Bleſſed are thoſe that live peace- 
ably with all Men ; that 1s not poſſible, but, 
Bleſſed, if defire and attempt it, and are 
willing to be peace-makers; are of peace- 
able, quiet, ſpirits, and are willing others 
ſhould be ſo to. 

Not only, Bleſſed are thoſe that are eminent 
in ſervice, and do much good for God in 
their places ; but, Bleſſed alſo are they, that 
can ſuffer patiently and comfortably for righ- 
teonſneſs ſake. As the good Woman ſaid, 
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though ſhe could nat diſpute for Chrilt, ſhe Þ| pir 
could die for Chriſt. 1 know not, but God | ric 
may gracioully accept, and publickly own 
ſome at laſt,in willingly ſaffexiag for Chriſts Þ} an 


2Tim 2, ſake and the Goſpel, that never did much Þ dr 
v2 more before for God, K-may be againlt him. 

*12+ To 1uſter is a great gilt, as well as to believe. ni 

w 


4. How; Pleſlcd the Man, that is good and w 
realy fav'd ; there 15 a Bleſling for every qua- 
cation, Gracc and Duty ; Bleſſed aZ hum- 
ble, as mercful ;.,, Blefled praying , | and 
Elell-d believing; and with what. delight. 
docs Cnriſt make ſuch happy, that ſo pro» 
NOURCES 1k at every Grace > 


5. God and Chrilt know whom they bleſs, 
do not caſt them forth at randome; he Bleſſeth 
none, but ſuch as-arecapable of | geceiving 
thoſe Bleſſings. 


6. Then they muſt be Curſed that are con- 
trary.z then Curſcd are the proud in ſpirit, 
Curicd they, that laugh at and in fun, 


7. Curſicd they,that arc cruel,they ſhall not 
oiztzan Mercy, that ſhewd judgement with- 
out Mercy. 

Curſed are the filthy and anclean in Heart, 
they ſhall not ſee God. 

Gurſicd-arc they, that are full and loath the 
Hony-comb,and ſight the Feaſt of tat things 
Ley ſhall hunger and thirſt in pain,andgri- 

ping 
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ping to all Eternity, and not taſt of thoſe 
rich things, not have a crumb or drop. 

Curſed are the brawlers and fire-brands, 
and makebates, they ſhall-be called the Chil- 
dren of the Devil. 

Curſed be they that leave Chriſt, and will 
not ſuffer but ſin,for theirs 1s Hell ;they may 
weep and-roar, for great is their wrath and 
miſery in Hell. 


8. Gods Bleſſings on the Soul arereal, ſure 
and refreſhing ; it 1s aotzthey may be Bleſſed, 
but they ſhall be comforted, they ſhall fee 
God, they ſhall obtain Mercy ; it is not only 
be ye warmed, and cloth'd and h1l'd, but they 
ſhall be ill'd, they ſhall find and feel ir 


v, How difterent Gods Bleſſings are from 
the Worlds Eleſlings ; they fay, Bleſſed arc 
the rich, and they that are high, proud and 
ſtout, and they that are full, and they that 
are freed from ſufferings ; they areteady ro 
ſay,God Blcfs us from theſe kind of Bleſſings, 
but God knows beſt, what is really good and 
what not. 


10. The loweſt, the meaneſt, the pooreſ! 
condition, nor the greateſt ſufterings, can 
make one really good ;,and thus bleſt by God, 
yet miſerable and wretched. 


_ On the whole you may ſee, that it's not 
{0 dithculta work to be truly good and _ 
nally 
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nally fav'd ; be not diſcourag'd, and think 
it impoſlible. You may obtain theſe Mer- 
cies, that can't get Riches and Honours ; 
here is no Giſtintion as to perſons, ſervants, 
and poor, and fick, and weak, may be thus 
Bleſſed, as well as the ligh, rich and mighty. 


Dirett. $. Be fare to labour and ſtrive, 
ſearch and pray, till you find you are in a bopeful 
way of Salvation. 

Phil.2. 12, Give all diligence to make your Cal- 
13- ling and Eleftion ſure ; leave it not at un- 
certainties : You fee and hear, it's your ma- 

king or marring to all Eternity ; it's for your 

Life. Reſt not on vain hopes, bare wiſhes 

and fruitleſs deſires, that it may be ſo. Give 

no ſleep to your eyes, nor ſlumber to your 
eyelids ; 1 mean, pleaſe not your ſelves in 

meat, drink, ſleep and clothing, ill you can 
comfortably, and upon good grounds, _ 

that you are in the ſtrait way to Glory. It's 

3 Cor. <. true, I have a Houſe, a Bed, Friends,Grounds, 
beg, Cattle and Mony ; but have I a Chriſt, a 
Pardon, and a good Conſcience ? This Houſe 

will ſhortly caſt me out; have I a Houſe not 

made with hands Eternal in the Heavens ? 

I have now Bread for to day and to morrow, 

but what Proviſion have I for five hundred, 

for five thonſand years hence ? How canl 

be ſatished and merry, and know not whe- 

ther one fin be yet pardon'd, one duty ac- 

ceptcd ? whether 1 am a Child of God or the 

Devil ? whether 1 ſhall be fav'd or _ 

or 


xXUt 


whether he ſhall be Sav'd or Loft. 
for ever ? 1 am now eating, and talking and 
at eaſe, I know not but to morrow, or next 
week, or next year, 1 may Wtrembling be- 
fore Gods Tribunal z 1 may hear that word 
from an angry God, depart, thou dirſed, into 
everlaſting Burnings, and I may be fearing 
in Hell, paſt hopes of Mercy. WhatEvi- 


dences have I of my ſincerity ? what Marks 
of Hypocriſie, and of a firebrand of Hell? 
Did I ever ſearch to purpoſe, and bring it to 
a trial ? why ſhonld I notnowdoit? lam 
yet alive, yet there is hopes. O ! ſearch to 
purpoſe, make it your bulineſs, examine, 
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prove, try,whether Chriſt be in you, or whe- 2 Co. 13. 


ther you are reprobates, or caſt aways. 
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CHAP. XIL 


E XAMINATIO N. 


It may be expetted, and ſeem very neceflary, 
that I ſhoald now defcribe, who ares like 
to be Savd, and whoare like to be Loft ; 
bat | would not excecd the bounds of this 
Treatiſe , that. 1 intended to be little ; 
behdes , you may try by all the fore« 
mentioned DireCftions ; however I ſhall 
add theſe rwo. 


i. Such a one that is undecerv'd and like to be 
[av'd, is willing to do any thing that Self may be 
jav'd, 

2. Such a one will loſe all elſe, and ſuffer 
thing, rather than bis Soul, bumſelf, fould be 
loft. 0 


1-CQUch a one is wholly and continually at 
Gods Command, willing to do any 

thing that God requircs, and in the beft 
manner, that 1t may be acceptable and well- 
— ; then ſhall I not be aſhami'd, when I 
ave reipett / though not able to do all) toall 
thy Commandments. He quarrels not with 
Gods Laws, but likes and loves them. David 
is an eminent inſtance,cnough is ſaid in that 
I19 Pſalm, they ſeek him-with the whole 
Heart, they do no iniquity ; they _—— 


XV 


Ws ry 


IM 


whether he ſball be Sxv'd or Loft. 253 


talk of, or Rep into them, bur walk in thy 

ways ; | will praiſe with uprightnefs of 

Heart, take heed to the Word, hide the 

Word in the Heart, rejoyce in it as much as 

in all Riches ; meditate and have reſpe&t,and 

delight my felf, and not forget, my Sonl 

breketh for longing ; indeed, every Verſe of 

the Pſalm almoſt gives a diſtin@t charatter of 

a good man. A man that is getting Gold, and 

Honour and Health, is pleas'd in his labours 

and endeavours. Such a Soul begrudges no 

pains, no time, no coſt ; thinks all too little, 

ſo as he may be ſav'd at laſt. The hypocrite 

and wicked man quarrels and is difcourag'd, 

and thinks all too munch. He fays, whata 

wearineſs, and what profit? True enough, 

his ſervices and prayers are of no advantage. 

When will the Sabbath be over ? che other 

fays, How amiable thy Tabernacles? my Soul ſal. $4. 

longs to go one day there, better than all 

the ſix about the-World : When ſhall 1 come ?/#. 42 

and appear ? this is a dry and thirſty wilder- *& 

neſs, no waters for my Soul ; my Son' thirſt- -{a.. 63. 

eth for God, the living God. "Thy loving 8 

kindneſs is better than Life ; it's never hetter 

with me, than when waiting at thy Houſe. prov.4.34- 

How willing is ſuch a Soul to be praying, and 35, 36 

praiſing and doing good ? not only becauſe Erfi hahe- 

God commands it, but becauſe he delights remus ſex- 

in it, and finds it really good and refreſhing; <= 

and his deſires are far beyond his works, he —_ 

wiſhes 'twere much more and better. Chrifts jyvy Chri- 

yoke 3r caſie and bis birden liebe, It's my tt. 
wicked 
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wicked Heart and corrupt fleſh, that makes 
it ſometime greivous and heavy ; but love 
makes it pleaſant. 

2. Snch a Soul is willing to loſe all elſe, 
to ſuffer any thing rather than loſe himſelf. 
Values not reproaches, ſcorns troubles, perſe- 
cutions. This made Chriſtians kiſs the 
ſtake, and ſay, welcome the Croſs of Chriſt, 
welcome the Crown ; this made Part and 
Silas ſing in the ſtocks in the dungeon, when 
whipt and wounded, rejoyce and glory, glad 
that they were counted worthy to (after : 
Not count their Lives d-ar, fo as they might 
fave their Souls. This madc Abrabam do 
and ſuffer in readineſs to offer np his 1ſaar, 
Gen, 22. 1.to x0. How much might he have 
pleaded againſt this ſevere command and 
trial? Take thy Son and kill bim, 

Lord, not my Child, rather let me offer 
thouſands of Rams than my firſt-boxn ; had 
it been a ſtranger, a ſervant, but a Child 
that I ſhould love and delight in; pre- 
ſerve from others deſtroying ; let me teed 
him, keep him warm; if he be hurt or 
wounded, I can't bear it. 

ut if he mult fatter, let him lye in Priſon 
or a Dingecon, let him be fed with bread 
and water ; not let lumdie, let him be 
baniſht into another Country ; let him, if he 
mult ſufter, have a hager, an arm orleg 
cut off ; not cut him off wholly. 

But, Lord, what 1s his fault? what hurt 
hath he done ? what is his or mine offence ? 
not one word of all this. He 
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akes He is my Son, my 1/acc, the Child of the 
love | promiſe, 1 waited many years for him ; thou 
didſt promiſe a numerous polterity ; how 
Iſe, # hall my Seed be as the Sand and the Stars,and 
elf, 8 here is but one, and that mult be cur off ? /ſh- 
iſe- | macl is turn'd out of door already. 
the Lord, were it a Son I hated, one that was 
t, # not delirable, but take thy Son whom thou 
nd loveſt, that is the delight of thine eyes and 
en © "Joy of thy Heart. One that never offended 


d me, was always obedient, loving and 
; tratable. 
It Get thee into the land of Moriah ;, Lord, it's verſe 2. 


three days Journy, how can I bear the 
thoughts of it ſo long, and take the dear £a- 
crifice with me, and ſee his face in the way 
that I muſt kill there, and offer him up for a 
Burnt-Offering ? Lord, how can 1 burn my 
Child to aſhes, my nature ſhrinks at the 
thought. 

Upon one of the Moat ains that 1 ſhall rell thee 
of ; Abraham mult not know where, till he 
come ; God may lead him, whither he pleaſe. 

And Abraham roſe early; What ſpeed was 
here? there is no excuſe mude fer delay, none 
for want of wood ; he labours with his own 
hands, and clcaves it himſelf ; when others 
would have made their want of it a pretence 

for forbearance. No, Abraham wonid have 
nothing wanting to hinder him in obeyivg 
Gods CalLand Command. 

Then Abraham on the third day ſar the place ; verſe 4. 

| and how then, did not his Heart fail him ? 
No, 
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v:yſe 2. 


verſe 6, 


verſe 9. 
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No, He ſtops the young Men there ;, why, 
Abraham, let them go with thee, they may 
hold thy hands and fave thy "Child. No, 
Abraham had rather truſt himſelf with God 
alone, and in his hands, than with any, all 
others ; never told the young Men, what was 
to be done. 

Abraham took, the wood, and laid it wpon 
Iſaac bis Son; how cbuld he lay it on the 
ſweet and tender Child ? nay, he carry the 
knife too, that muſt kill and rip him open ; 
and he took the fire in his hand and a knife, 
being reſolv'd nothing ſhould be wanting : 
Did not his hand ſhake and tremble ? 

And they came to the place : Oh the pawer 
of faith and patience, love and ſubmiſſion ! 
Abraham goes on, makes no ſtop, they went 
together ; builds an Altar, lays the wood on, 
and then binds his Son 1ſaac, and laid him on 
the Altar,bound hand and foor. 

as Abraham ſtretched | orth h1s band, ard 
took the kmifh to ſlay byjs Son : What F: ather 
—_ phe have ſhrunk back, and choſe ra- 
ther to dic himſelf, than * ive the ſtroke ? 


But Abraham knew, it was the Lord that took- 


care of him all ms days, avd would do him 
and his 1/a«c no hurt; he would truſt God 
m every thing : He reſted on Gods Wiſdom 
and 2oodnets. God gave him F/aac, ans! 
W might command him away again ; beſides, 
a ſervant ard mnſt obey,he m1 t-do his 
—_— lect God alone with Hts work ; God 
rave his dearSon for me,and I give all to him. 
\ 1 aac 
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Iſaac's ſubmiſſion was as remarkable; 46r4- 
ham had Gods word for it, 1/azc only Abra- 
bars, his Earthly Fathers word. 

Iſax might have pleaded, 'twas but a 
d a fancy, a deluſion ; this is Nurder, 
and of the higheſt nature ; this is againſt 
Gods peremptory command, againſt Nature, 
Beſides, Abrahams leaving his Family and 
the Servants behind him, he might look 
upon it more as a deſign to cut him off. 
Withal, Abrabam was only to offer, good 
Iſaac was to die, bear the pain, and ſuffer 
the knife and burning ; but not a word of 
all this. It's to me a type and emblem of 
God, offering vp his Son, and Chriſts rea- 
dineſs to ſuffer or die. 

How well was it for Abrabam,thus to ſub- 
mit and ſuffer ? he fav'd himfelt and Child : v. 14, 14 
God kindly accepts his love, ſelf-denial and © 5: 
good-will z and wonderfully rewards him. 

| could give you many ſuch inſtances,Gods 
people are deſcrib'd by their ſelf-relignation, 
and ſubmiſſion to the will of God. 

Good old El ſaid, it is the Lord, let him , 540, + 
do what /eemeth him good; and yet it was laft. 
heavy tydings, a dreadful mellage, that the 
iniquity of his Honſe ſhould not be purg'd ** ©5224 
with Sacrifice for cver. 

Aaron held his peace, when two Sons 7-v. 16 
ſtrook dead : David dumb and hilent, becauſe 1, 2, 3- 
God did if. Hezikiab ſaid, good 1s the word 
of the Lord, Jobbleſleth God taking as well 
as giving, and yet his ſtroak was c—_ 
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and manifold. Though Job loſt all, he kept 
his integrity. 

They in the 10th, of the Hebrews, 32, &c, 
endured a great fight of afflitions, were 
made a gazing ſtock ,accompany thoſe fo us'd; 
took joyfully the ſpoiling of their goods, 
v. 33- 34. that they might have an enduring 
ſubſtance; therefore the Apoſtle gives the 
ſame advice and caution, not to calt away 
their confidence ; v. 35. need patience to 
wait till hereafter; v. 36. ſomeare in haſt: 
Now the juſt live by Faith, when nothing 
elſe to live upon; and others draw back, 
but theſe believe and ſuffer to the ſaving of 
the Soul. Thus, the Martyrs, in the 11:6. 
of the Ftrbrexs; how much do they deny 
themſelves, do and ſuffer any thing, that 
they might be ſay'd ? 


— — NC —_ 


CHAP. 


XUM 


(UM 


whethet he ſhall be Sav'd or Loft. 
CHAP. XI 


The CONCLUSION. 


'L Pon the whole, you cannot doubt of the 
certainty of this happineſs; all your 
care and work is to {ce that you are Children, 
and eſpous'd to Chriſt, and you need not 
doubt of this falvation. But after all that 
hath been- written to perſuade you, unleſs 
God open your Eyes, change your Hearts, 
and undeceive you, you will follow your own 
vain imaginations, and be undone ; there- 
fore 1 and you too muſt turn to God in prayer, 
and earneſtly beg his bleſſing and aſliſtence, 
and all will be well. The Lord make it 
effetual to ſome Souls, and why ſhould not 
you that are reading it, ſay, Lord, let it be 
{o to my Soul, that 1 may not periſh to all 
Eternity. 

And above all, look to it, and be ſure that 
you are really good, ſound at Heart, and 
ſach as may be receiv'd to Glory. Though 
a Man is not ſo much concern'd and thought- 
fal, whether a ſhilling he takes be brals, yet 
is he careful that his Writings be right, and 
his Title to his Eſtate good, and his Life, 
when "in wanger, be ſavd. « A Man purs all 
his Children and Servants out of the room; 
that he may not be diſturb'd , when —_ 
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his Writings and great ſettlements ; lay aſide 
all other matters and bulineſs, when this 
great work is in hand; and be not ſatisfied nor 

viet, till you can truly fay, Lord , thou 
that knowelſt all things, knowelt that I love 
ther, and you rejoyce in hope of the Glory 
to come : God hath done and faid much, to 
ſecyge this happineſs for and to you ;" and 
ſhould not you make it the ſolemn and whole 
buſineſs of your Lives, to ſecure this to your 
own Souls? 

To ſhut up the whole, I may ſet before 
you many things of great concernment, that 
=o be worthy your ſerious conſideration 
and meditation, but ſhould I reduce them 
to ſo many Topicks,the ook would increaſe 
upon me too much. | ſhall only addreſs my 
ſelf to all ſorrs of perſons, and ſpeak of 
many things uſefnl, though of a different 
Nature, that ſome one thing or other may 
reach all perſons of difterent conſtitutions 
and perſnaſions. 

I could write much unto you,young ones 
and Children, and carneſtly beg you, young 
Men and Women,to be wile in your young 
and tender years, to prevent this dreadful 
deceit and deſtruCtion. I have often deſpair d 
of dealing with the Aged, the old weather- 


beaten inner ; Can an Ethiopian change bis 
ikjn, or the Leopard bs [pors, then may yt allo 
do £ood, winch are accuſtomed to do evil. It 
ſeems heartlcſs (but that God commands ns 
to cail upon al, )to ſpeak to an hardn'd, un- 

penitept, 
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to perſuade him in the evening of his days, 
to turn about and begin quite a new courſe. 
Therefore in all my Miniſtry, my Heart was 
much carried out, and my bowels yearn'd 
towards young and tender ones, hoping ſome 
good might be done amongſt them, You are 
now in your tender years, more pliable and 
yielding, more ready to hear ; lin hath not 
made ſuch a deep impreſſion, nor had ſuch a 
long poſleſſion;you have not ſo many wounds, 
bruiſes, and falls to be recover'd ; you have 
not ſinn'd againſt fo much light, retus'd ſo 
many calls, as elder perſons ; God expects 
your younger years, and you muſt give an 
account for theſe years, and the works and 
words thereof” "Rejoyce, O young Man, and 
be merry , tit know thov, that for theſe 
things, God will bring thee into judgement z 
therefore, remove ſorrow, and prevent mi- 
ſery. Now is the acceptable time to the 
Lord , he delights in the firſt fruits, the 
young Pidgeons, and the young Lambs, he 
remembers the kindneſs of the youth. Uſu- 
ally ſuch as begin betimes, are more eminent 
for grace and comforts than others. Thoſe 
that are bred up to work and acalling from 
their infancy, lay up in ſtore for od age ; 
it's hard.to be bound Apprentice at thirty, or 
forty, or fifty years old ; whereas, train'd up 
wo the work, it's nothing to you. Hard and 
ſtrange to bring old people to pray, to _ 
S 9 wit 
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travell'd all the day in a quite contrary way, rudire & 
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with delight, and love the Word, and dif 
courſe of good things, that were never us'd 
to it. They can tell you old ſRories, that 
neither profit you nor themſelves. How 
ſweet wall it be to live upon old experiences, 
to have a Stock and Treaſure when old age 
comes ? David ſays, Thou art my hope, and my 
truſt, + Lo and thou wert then kind 
to me, In holding me up : Caſt me not off in the 
time of old age, for/ake me not, now my ſtrength 
faileth me. T hou baſt taught me jrom my youth, 
and 1 have declared, &c. Now alſo, when 1 am 
old and gray-headed , forſake me not. Time 
way come, when, with Hezckiab, thou can'ſt 
in prayer only chatter like a cranc,and mourn 
like a Dove. 

How comfortable then willit be, to look 


" back and ſay , Lord, rememben, how 1 have 


walk'd befare thee with a perfett: and upright 
Heart \ The truth is, it's dangerous running 
on in theſe deceits in youth; it's much if 
ever they are recover'd again ; I will not, I 
dare not, determine it. Others, that never 
heard of Chriſt and rich Grace, may to- 
wards the end of their days, as the Thief on 
the Croſs, be call'd at laſt. One on a death- 
bed told me with great ſorrow and angui 
as the Soul was going out of the body, 4 # 
convithons in my younger years, and loft them, 
and tould nevcor recover them ag ann. Now 15 2 
time of leifure, you are not plung'd in the 
carcs, and labours, and ſnares of the World ; 
now you kad nced be more watchfnl, becauſe 
it 
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is is a time of ſtronger temptations ; flee 


youthful laſts ; you are apt to be more con- 2 Tim, 2- 
fident and ſecure, and fartheſt off from death 22- 


and danger, and promiſe your ſelves long 
Life and proſperity, and think 'twil be time 
enough Crater; do not thus flatter your 
ſelves, are you afraid of being rich and bap- 
py betimes ? is it not as good and neceſſary 
to love and praiſe God now, as inold age ? 
are you too young, to be Holy, Humble, and 
bleavenly ? are you ſure to live to old age ? 
how many die in their younger years ? A good 
young man dying, ſaid, How ſad had it been 
with me now, if 1 had left my great work, to doing 
rill old age. What if whillf you are thus flum- 


bring and ſleeping in ſecurity , the Bride- arah.2<. 
room ſhould come, and the door ſhould be beg 


ut, and you have no Oyl of Grace in your 
Heart? Should your days continue, the day 
of Grace may be gone, you may loſc precious 
advantages for your Sovls, Heavenly Calls, 
and able Miniſters; your Sun may fet at 
noon ; it-may be you may never hear more 
ſo many awak'ning truths, it you loſe theſe ; 
God may take away the means of Grace, 
but will never take 2way the Grace got by the 
means ; but ſhould you hear as many more 
bleſſed truths, and gracious invitations, and 
wholſome counſels ; you may not have the 
ſtrivings of the ſpirit ; and you are as _— 
nay more, to lin away them, as you do 
theſe : If you think you ſhall be better here- 
after, obſerve your Parents, or other aged 
S 4 perſons, 


264 Every Mans grand Intereſt and Enquiry 
perſons, and ſee whether they be not as 
worldly, ſenſual , and flothful, in Heavenly 
work, and as far from Death and Judgement, I Mc 
in their thoughts and preparation , as you. ne 
God would have you ſeek firſt his Kingdom, of 
and remember your Creatour in your youth, 
and he knows what is beſt ; this is the buſi- 
neſs of your whole lives. Why ſhould God 
and Heaven have only the dry bones, and 
dim eyes, avd ſtaggering limbs, and feeble 

Wi con- knees; and fin and vanity have the -flower, 

ſumpiſti the ſtrength and marrow ? Take heed of 


furfurem 4 - 
” "oy * thoſe fins now, that will rot your bones, and 
nam. make your Souls roarjin old age, if you live 


pe FT 4 } | 


ſo long. 

You that are Agcd and Fathers, will you 
yet hear and be wiſc ? you have one foot in 
the Grave, and the other in Hell, and both 
in Sin ; have you liv'd all theſe days deſtroy- 
ing your ſelves, and heaping up wrath a- 
gainlſt the day of wrath ? have you been quite 
out of the way ; and are weakneſs and decays 
coming upon you, gray hairs here and there ? 
do you perceiveit ? why may you not yet 
be wiſe ? ſome came at the 1 1c. hour, and 
were receiv'd and rewarded. Away with 
your old courſes, cuſtoms, and fins, and 
ſay yet, why ſhould I not yet turn and live ? 
WhenSin and the World call for more of thy 
time, fay, have you not had enough and too 
much already ? I have but a little left, and 
if 1 give you this, you kave all, and then I 
am uzterly undone. Well, yet you _ 
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the land of the Living : It is not your old, 
and great, and many fins, will hinder 
Mercy, but impenitency , want of tender- 
neſs, and brokenneſs, and this you muſt beg 
of God. 

You that are Great, and Rich,and Mighty 
will you be convincd, that your greateſt 
Portion in this World is but poor, baſe, and 
beggarly, to what I offer you ? Can a Man 
be poorer than Death will make him, ſtript of 
all ? When a covetous greedy wretch cries 
out at laſt, What, World, wilt thou not 
afford me a Corner, a Chamber, a Clo- 
ſet, a Dungeon, a little Bread and Water ? 
no, kick him out of doors, caſt him into 
the Grave, let him ſtink and ror, and leave 
all here to others. 

Ay, but 1 have roſe early, gone to bed 
late, cat the bread of ſorrow and careful- 
neſs ; I have defir'd thy favour, fear'd thine 
anger, World,more than the wrathof God. 
I have admir'd thy favourites, though 1 
could not reach to it my ſelf, 1 have worſhip'd 
the riſing Sun; and [ have deſpis'd thy poor, 
ragged, miſerable Mourners; 1 haverugn, and 
rid, ſweat, and pinch'd my bowels, wearied 
out my limbs, and all to get a little of thee : 
Nay, I haveſlighted God,neglefted his Word 
and Work; when I ſhould have been at 
_ in the Morning for my Soul, I have 

rken'd to thy call, and run abroad ro my 
held, or to my ſhop, or to my games, ſeck- 


' ing for thy pleaſure and profit, and have pre- 


terr'd 
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ferr'd it above Godlineſs; and I have tir @ Lin 
my ſelf about thy work all the day, fo that - 


I have neglefted and my Soul at night; ; 
I have laught at, and _—_—_ thoſe my 
Heart, that did mind readin _ 
when [ was getting mony, now fo 
hath forſaken me and is angry, my Conſci- 
ence galls and terrifies me,and wilt thou alſo 
caſt me off? Yes, away with him, the place 
that knew him ſhall know him no more. 

You that are poor, and low, and deſpis'd 
in the World, merhinks you ſhould hearken, 
and be glad with theſe offers, and warnings, 
and counſels. You are poor here, bat you 
may be rich in faith and Heirsof a King- 
dom. It's fad, that you who can't expect 
much in this World , ſhould deceive your 
ſelves, and loſe Mercy in the other World 
too. Poor and wicked isa fad light. 

Conld I perſuade the Wiſe and the Lear- 
ned, the Polititian and the Scholar, to take 
heed of this dangerous miſtake and undoing ? 
The Scripture tells you, not many Wiſe in 
this World are Wiſe to Salvation ; and 
Chriſt ſays, theſe things are hid from the 
Wiſe and Prudent, and reveal'd to ſuch as 
are but Babes in knowledge,to you ; it tells 
you, that theſe things are fooliſhneſs to 
thoſe W iſe, and that they muſt become fools, 
before they can be Wiſe. Toſee a man ela- 
borate in his ſtudies ; ſearching Books, Arts, 
and Sciences, and into the nature of things, 
and not ſearch into your own ——_ and 

wes ; 
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tir Lives ; knowing many, molt things , and 
0 Wharf not know the one thing needful. Do you 
pl belicve that plain diſtich to be true 2 
y 
Ge. $i Chriftum diſcis, nibil eff i eatera neſcis, 
_ Si Chrijtum neſcis, nibil et fs catera di{cis. 
Ch- 
alſo Pand was a Learned Man, and he counted 
lace all his Learning, and other Accompliſhments, 
. but d and dogs-meat, to this excellent 
is'd F knowledge. 
cn, You, that have been bred up ignorantly, 
25, & and bave bur little knowledge, may you come 
ou F to Chriſt and the Word, and ice whether you 
g- & may not yet learn and underſtand. A man 
xt JF that is very poor mult work the harder. 
ur Such as are under great Temptations, in 
d F wicked Families, in bad Callings, you had 
need look to your ſelves ; you that in Tra- 
- F ding are apt to cheat others, take heed of 
C wronging your ſelves , it is dangerous living 
in places where is Swearing, Curling, Drink- 
ing, Revelling, no fear of God, nor pray- 
ing to him; you had necd look to your 
thatchy Hearts , when ſparkes fly our of 
your Neighbours mouth , foon catch fire ; 
take heed of all Temptations, all occaſrons 
of ſin; as to wantonneſs,take heed of wanton 
| dalliances, filthy coommunication,. unclean 
ations, of ſecrecy and privacy ; the Fleth 
luſteth againſt the Spirit, and if you live 
after the Fleſh you muſt die ; to be carnally &«. $5. 


minded is Death; come not near her door ; 
if 
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if you are by idle eom to 
drunkenneſs and idleneſfs ; think, © are 
Soul-deſtroyers, avoid, come not near,them, 
as you would ſave your Lives. 

Are you of diſpolitions, haſty tem- 
pers, inclin'd to paſſion and wrath? take 

Jen. z_ the more heed, watch your lips, the tongue 
is an unruly Member, ſet on fire of Hell. F x, 
Are you apt to belch out raſh ſpeeches againſt YN ;; 
others? think, this will moſt hurt and wound F} 1, 
my ſelf: Take heed of wrath, and malice, & y 
evil-ſpeaking , back-biting, cenſuring, you | 1 

wound your Neighbours Name,and your own 
Souls. 
Are you backward to good, dead and 
ſlothful, and careleſs? think, this caſe is but 
for a little while ; if 1 will not ſow now, I 
can't reap hereafter; if 1 will notrun, I 
can t obtain. Shall others pray, and hear, 
and repent, and ſeek Heaven, and obtain it, 
and 1 loſe Heaven for want of asking ? is not 
ſuch glory worthy praying for ? then, ſurely 
It's worth nothing. What have Itodo of 
greater concernment ? up and be doing for 
the Lords fake ; ſay, 1 have been idle and 
lazy too long: I have ſtruggl1'd enough for 
the World, 1 ſee what that can do for me ; 
I have labour'd for that which is not bread, 
and doth not ſatisfie, and I. will now incline 
mine ears to God, and hear, that my Soul 
may live. Say as thoſe Lepers, 2 Kings, 7. 
Why fit we here until we die? if wewill goto 
the World, there is the Famine that all periſh, 
and 
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and we ſhall die there, and if we fit ftill bere in 
our fins, we die alſo ;, now therefore, come and 
let us fall into the hands of God, if be ſave us 
alive we ſhall live, and if be caſt ns off and kjil 
Ks, we ſhall but die. - Let us turn to the Lord, 
who knows, but that he may have Mercy 
on-ns. | 

Are you full of troubles and croſſes, 
loſſes and diſappointments , great croſſes 
in your Children by their wickednefs, or 
loſs by ' Death ? are you in debt, and great 
want ? goto God for this ſoul-ſaving Mercy, 
this wall caſe and relieve. 

Are you melancholy, ſad and dejeRted, full 
of fears and doubts , fear Death, fear Gods 
anger, your ſins lye heavy ? come weary and 
heavy laden to Chriſt, and ſee whether you 
cannot find reſt for your Souls. 

Are you in good Families, under lively 
means of Grace ; have the Bible and good 
Books? prize and improve all; while the 
Sun ſhines, ' while the day laſts; now is the 
accepted time, now 1s the day of ſalvation. 

Are you Parents? watch over your Chil- 
drens Souls , pray for them, inſtrutt, teach, 
reprove, ſuade them ; _ labour for 

7 


their Childrens bodies ; be moſtly concern'd, 
that your Children be not undone and loſt 
Erernally. 

Are you Children? be obedient, traftadle ; 
honour thy Father and Mother, that it may 
be well with yon. Ic's dangerous finning 
| this way, it will fall on your own heads in 
| this Life. There: 
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There have been many remarkable inſtan- 
ces of Gods hand againſt Children in this 
Life, that have deſpis'd and diſobey'd their 
Parents ; but were it not now, all theſe fins 
hurt the offendor moſt , and will 4 a 
wound at laſt. Are yon Maſters and Hl 
treſſes ? do not domineer and inſult , 
wrong your Servants, knowing that = 
have a Maſter in Heaven z wrong them not 
in their Wages, nor work, their cries come 
up to God z oppreſs not he poor, nor hire+ 
lings, nor needy ; your account 1s coming, 
and wrath on your Souls. fam. 5, _ 
and houl, 'ye rich Men, (one —_ thi 
that belong'd to the poor, lick, and miſera- 
ble,) no, weep you for your miſcries that 
ſhall come upon you ; look not fo ſtrily 
and cagerly after them and their work, as 
to neglect your (elves and your work. There 
1s none here to call you to an account. 

Are you Magiitrates and Governours ? 
how cxa@, and vigilant, and wiſe, ſhould 
you be ? 

Are you Miniſters ? what a great account 
muſt you give tor your ſelves, and the Souls 
committed to your charge ? If the Watch. 
man ſleep, its worſe than another, that 
ſhould give warning, and prevent fire or an 
enemy ;z if the Fountain be poyſon'd or 
corrupt, how the ſtreams ? what great guilt 
to deltroy fo many ? A Lawyer offends, that 
ncgletts his carc, and makes falſe ſettlement, 
and undocs his Chicat ; a Phylician that neg- 
lects 
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lets bis Patient, and' preſcribes Poyſon for 
Phyſick, and kills the Body ; but a Miniſter 
much that neglefts Souls, and gives 
Scorpions for Fiſh, and Serpents for Bread. 
O the price of Souls ! 

A Phyſician could ſcarce earn his Pay or 
Livelyhood, that only read a Lefture once 2 
week in a Pariſh or a publick place, and 
learaedly diſcours'd of the nature of a Fea- 
yor, a Conſumption, or Apoplexy, ſhew'd 
the cauſes, the ſymptomes, and the cure ; 
the people wonld be unwilling to give him 
an 1004, per Anwwm, nor account themſelves 
much benefited by him, onleſs he came to 
their Houſes, enquir'd into their Diſtempers, 
felt their Pulſes, found how their Head ak'd, 
or Bowels grip'd, applyd ſuitable Medi- 
cines, ſce that they took it, and obſerv'd the 
reſult. The truth is, a Phyſician would be 
ſtarv'd for all his pluſh Coat ; and a Lawyer, 
for all his great Houſe,ift they did not ſtndy, 
and were careful and ſucceſsful, perſons 
would give them nothing. But a Miniſter, 
Preach or not Preach, fee his people or live an 
100 Miles oft, and laugh at them, goes to 
the Law for his Tythes ; feeds himſelf, 
thovgh the people ſtarves ; but ſuch wretches 
ſtarve, wound, and deſtroy themſelves molt. 
What a charge is given,2 Tim... beg.be inſt ant 
in ſeaſon, our of ſeaſon, FPaul, woe 35. me if 
I Preach not the Goſpel. He doth not glory, 
| have a better Parſonage,but L have labour'd 
more than them all, 

How 


271 


— —  —— — _ 


dd. owe rr —_—— 


Every Mans grand Intereſt and Enquiry 

How many uſeful Inferences may be 
drawn from the whole ? 

Then'they are not the wiſe and happy,that 
the World account ſo, but whom AC- 
counts ſo. A man may be rich, and yet mi- 
({rably poor ;, living and lively, and yet 


- dreadfully dying ; high and honourable, and 


yet baſe and vile ; wiſe and learned, and yet 
a very fool; confident and preſumptious, 
and yeton the brink of DeſtruCtion. 

Then, no wonder good men are ſo cauti- 
ous and wary, ſo fearful and enquiring, 
doubting and ſinking, you can't blame them, 
they are afraid of being undone : Let them 
ſearch and try, pray and cry, run and fight, 
it's for their Lives. You blame not the 
Worldlings,for their care and diligence,their 
wiſdom and labour ; they are accountee wiſe, 
and take their Seaſons ; they do not neglect 
Sowing tl! they ſhould Reap ; no, rite at 
Night to Plow, when they ſhould ſleep. 

Blame not good men, if they take all the 
beſt Seaſons, it's their wiſdom, their ſafety, 
their happineſs, that they take their younger 
years, greedily catch afrer all ſeaſons of 
Grace; take the time, when they have 
ſtrength, and their Hearts belt in frame. 

No wonder they prize that Company, 
thoſe Miniſters beſt, that will help them 
againſt this deceit; glad to have” the molt 
ſcarching, awakening Word, willing that 
the Word ſhould ſearch the bottom of the 
Wound, though it puts them to pain and 
Imarting. Hence 
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Hence 'tis,they are more afraid of the leaſt 
ſing than the greateſt ſuffering ; , that they 
cannot , dare not, do as others, though re- 

roach'd, ſcorn, perſecuted ; they thinKit 
— but theſe know there 15 great danger 
in the leaſt ſin, it wounds to the He arty and 
wounds Eternally. . 

Therefore theſe prize pardoning Mercy, 
Free-Grace, Jeſus Chriſt, and wonderfully 
extoll and exalt it ; they cantenough glory 
in Jeſs Chriſt, and him Crucihed, as their 
Saviour. 

Therefore are they fo contented with the 
leaſt allowance, and the greatclt troubles. 
Theſe things are not my portion, nor theſe 
lofſles my Hell. Strike Lord, ſtrike, my 
ſins are pardon d, 1/a. 33. 24. they ſhall not 
ſay they are ſick, he doth not fay, they are 
not ſick ; bot they ſhall not regard it ; why ? 
their iniquities are forgiven. 

Therefore are they often ſo willing to die, 
long to be diflolv d, becauſe they know, It's 
far hctrer. 

If ſo many d, and the danger fo 
great , then falv: tion- work 15 not ceahkic, 
triling, common work, as the molt make 
ir. Certainly it's hard to cſi apeall the dan- 
rerouns fnarcs,there 15 ſomewhat torake with 
theſe wicked Hearts ; we can t enough watc] 
avainlt our ſelves, and bewail our own de- 
ccittul Hearts. No wonder, good men fo 
much bewail their cvil Natures ; there 15 4 
mn cvery thing, in our meat, and drink, 
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and ſleep, in our prayers and hearing, in our 
converſe and folitude, when lifted up, proud; 
when caſt down, murmur ; whea far o from 
D-ath, ſevere; when draw nigh, over- 
wh-lm'd and confounded. The Devil knows 
how to bait for every temper , he knows 
your conſtitutions ; if proud, be ſets before 
you your abilitics, your eſteem in the World, 
and it may be more than it is, and your good 
works; it covetons, he propoſes gain, and 
much increaſe this and that way, and it may 
be upon others; it melancholly, he will 
drive to ſadneſs and deſpair ; if chearful, to 
wantonnefs and gaycty ; if alone, he tempts 
to vain thoughts ; if in company, to vain 
diſcourſe; it your encmies before you, pro- 
voke you t hate or hurt them; if your 
friends, to love them over much, to flattei 
and applaud them ; it you are lazy, and floth- 
tul, and carelets about Religion, keep you 
from Praycr, hearing or reading ; it you are 
inclin d to hear or pray, tempt you to for- 
mality and coldnefs, or to hypocriftie and 
vain= glory : Arc you careleſs, preſumprious, 
and confident of your ſpiritoal condition ? 


he ſays,all 15 well, never fear * arc you fears 
ful and doubting? he tells you there 15no 
hope, no help for you. I hus the adver- 


fary uſeth all means to deltroy, and we cloſe 
in with all his Temptations, and hurt our 


{clves. 
Now you hcar a Scrmon but oncnr a week, 
read a Chapter now and then, mect with 
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good company, 'and diſcourſe ſeldom ; but 
theſe temprers and temptations are with 
you lying down and rifing up, in all places, 
company, and conditions. 
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Learn hence, that it is an unſpeakable © 


mercy, altoniſhing goodneſs, the mighty 
power and wiſdom of God , if a Soul be 
fav'd and deliver'd. Heaven is but enough to 
admire, praiſe and magnihe this diſtinguiſh- 
ing Grace and Goodneſs. When a Soul 
ſhall ice at laſt, how ſhe eſcap'd ſuch a dan- 
gerous ſnare; deliver'd this and thas way, 
and when eſcape from every Temptation. 

The Lord only knows how, qud,quando, 
quomodo ; what 1s the belt means, time, 
and way, to deliver the Godly out of Temp- 
tation *7 

On the other hand, how fad and doletul 
the condition of every wicked Man, every 
loſt Soul, that runs on to deſtruction ; he 


knows alfo how to reſcrye the unjuſt to the , 


day of Judgement, to be punaſh'd. 


He kceps them,maintains and feeds them, « 


the - wicked cat of his bounty, breath mm hus 
Air ; enjoy the 1 lj ht of his Svun, Moon, and 
vtars. 

He preſerves them, from many evils and 
danyers her:, from many fore Diſcafes, and 
when thick, reſtores them; when wounded, 
hea's them.He preſerves them long as the old 
World, till Noah was in the Ark; be ap» 
pointed how many days they ſhould eat and 
drink, hos many Marriages : So Gd he 
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as to Sodom, that very Morning the Sun ſhin'd 
forth as formerly, Utull he did rain Fire and 
Brimſtone. This finners account a favour. 

But all this while,he doth bur reſerve them 
for to be puniſh'd, to be deſtroy'd ; not to be 
pitied, pardon'd, honour'd, and fav'd ; but 
as Priſoners in a Goal, in Chains, kept cloſe, 
ſafe, and faſt, till they are brought forth to 
Judgement, and to Deſtruction. 

Reckon then upon nothing you have or en- 
joy, or you ſeem to have, or hope to be, unleſs 
you can upon good grounds hope that you 
arc the Children of God, and can rcjoyce in 
hope of the Glory to come ; and if ſo, en- 
vy not the proſperity of the wicked, not 
bewail your own condition, though ſee- 
mingly never fo poor and miſcrable, at the 
Pt far. 

Be furc to hold on, and hold out to your 
Death ; be not weary in well-doing, and you 
ſhall recap, it you faint not: And the nearer 
you come to the Grave, the more haſten 
homeward ; look for, and haſten to the co- 
ming of your Lord. Said a good man, when 
diſluaded in old age, not to ſpend himſelf fo 
much in his good works,faid he,ſhall I ctlen 
my pace,ywhen 1 am fo ncar home ? There is 
much in that, Zlefſed is that Servant, whom, 
when his Lord be cometh, ſhall frid weill-doms. | 
know pcrions make a great a-do about the 
dying words of Men and Women; O ! they 
ded like 2 lamb, bus how did they live, like 
{wine and dogs ? one crics, pluck up a good 
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| Heart, man, alas! he hath none to pluck up. 
Another ſays, call upon God : Alas! faid 
a ſinner under agonies to me, how dare you 
ipcak to God for me, that have been all my 
days fo vile? I forclaw all this wrath and 
miſery long ago; I call'd my Sonl to an ac- 
count, and told itallthis, how t would be ; 
O/ that I could bea warning to all others ; 
if God will damn, caſt me off, he is juſt and 
righteous, 1 have nothing to fay ; if he will 
fave me, twil be unſpeakable Mercy. I 
know all ſend for a Miniſter to ſpeak com- 
fortably to the dying, good or bad. A Phy- 
ſician may tell them, the Patient is thus and 
thus fick, and when dangerous; but a Mi- 
niſter muſt fay, all is well, chear up. But 
God bids us fay anly to the Righteous, it 
ſhall be well with them, and to the wicked, 
woe ; and Chrift fays, it the houſe be wor- 
thy, peace ſhall abide, and if not, go away. 
It 15 not in the power of all the Angels in 
Heaven, nor the belt Miniſters on carth, to 
ſpeak peace to a wicked man dying yz There 8s 
no peace, ſaith my God, ts the wicked ;, but he x,.c9.laft. 
is like the troubl'd Sca, reſtlefs, and caliting 
out mire, and filth of fin, and ſhame, and 
forrow. What ſhall we fay to one,that hath 
liv'd in ſenſuality, pride, and wantonneſs,in 
drunkenneſs, and intemperance,in neglett of 
God and all that is good, in contempt of his 
word and works, that hath ſerv'd the Devil, 
his Luſts, and the World, all his days, that 
never pray'd one quarter of an hour hear- 
: - tily, 
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tily, nor read the Word withany deli uy 
ſhall we ſay toſuch a one, well done, g 
faithful ſervant, you have been abounding mn  - 
work_of the Lord, you have fought a coed for, : 
you have pray'd without ceaſing, you have 
fauthfal to God, to your Newghbours and your 
own Soul? would the perſon believe os, or 
rather think we jear him ? Ay, but he is pe- 
nitent and very ſorry for his fins, andcries 
to God for Mercy. It's well,if it be ſincere ; 
you, his friends, are willing to belicve {o, o 
you are that hewill live again, though he be 
juſt dying,he muſt not be told of it ; but 15 
it any token that Tt have a great love and 
kmdnefs for yon, becanſe I run under your 
roof for ſhelter, when a dreadful ftorm is 
ready to ſwallow meap ? All 1 ſhall fay, 15, 
that I have found ſome to appearance near 
Death, very penitcnt and good, full of hearty 
reſolutions and promiſes, that have reco- 
ver'd, and turn'd as bad, or worſe than be- 
fore ; as ſtrength came, ſo corruptions grew ; 
that I have very little charity for a Death- 
bcd Repentance. 

I know the Thicf on the Croſs is the 
grand and only inſtance made uſe of, not to 
bring to Repentance, but to keep men from 
it till that very time, and that hath brought 
many a T hict to the Gallows. That was an 
extraordinary inſtance ; he was wonderfully 
wronght npon, and changd: To own a 
Chriſt upon the Croſs, when others were 
buffeting, and ſpitting on his bleſſed face, 

up- 
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upbraiding,and ſaying, ſave thy elf ;, and at 
this time to reprove his fellow Thief, to 
confeſs his own fault ; to acknowledge and 
own Chriſt to be Lord, to own him to be a 
Saviour of the World, that was dying him- 
ſelf, a cruel, and corfed,and ſhameful Death ; 
to own him as one that could fave ſuch a 
a great, vile, and curfed Sinner as he was, 
that men would not fave; nay, to own a 
Kingdom, a Crown, for him that was nail'd 
to the Croſs ; and that he was willing to go 
and be with him, for all that ſhame and con- 
tempt; belides you can't expect ſuch an in- 
ſtance, the Saviour of the World would 
ſhew now at his D:ath, that he was a Savi- 
our of Sinners, and would carry one 
with him from the Croſs to his Crown. 
The other Thiet was not fav'd by him, 
though he died on the other fide, fo near 
Chritt. It's likely, this may be his firſt 
call, you have refus'd many. The reaſons 
why perfons arc fo willing to plead this 
way, 1s, becaofe they would have this World 
while they can, and paſs into Heaven at laſt. 
Do not thus deceive, and flatter, and de- 
troy your ſelves. 


Again, why do you trifle, and arc moſt 
carcleſs, that little time you ſpend in Hea- 
venly work. God allows you much ame 
about the World, fix days in ſeven, and the 
ſeventh the World hath uſually ; and if you 
or or read, then dead, dull, fleepy ; alive 
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about the World all day, work and talk, 
and not weary nor complain. Should a man 
allow his ſervant all the day for his cating 
and drinking, and his own work, only re- 
an hour in the day for his proper and 
mm! {crvice, he mult needs be highly 
oftended to tind him ſleeping and trifling then? 
God allows you much time, almoſt all the 
day and night for your cating, and drinking, 
and flceping, and worldly works, and de- 
lights; and will you, dare you, trifle that 
little ſhort hour in a day at your praycrs? 
Methinks, I am loth to believe you unre- 
folv'd and quiet in your loſt undone condi- 
tion ; 1 leavc it to you to debate the buſineſs 
with your own Souls. Say, I have loſt much 
time already, never to be recalld ; .1 have 
but 2 little time more toenjoy what now I 
ſcem to have 1n Poſleſſion. 
| have but a little time more to debate the 
buſinels, and to reſolve, whether I ſhall be 
ſav d or periſh. Death is at hand, and that 
1s the trap-door, that will let me into Hea- 
ven or Hell. Many of my friends and acquain- 
tance are gone already ; I ſce good and bad 
men haſten away , Heaven and Hell fill a- 
pace every day ; when they are gone, you 
hear no more of them, and therefore are 
Kecurc 
May I not do this Heavenly work, and 
enjoy as much asI do of theWorld {HI.? Ei- 
ther this 15 true,that there is ſuch an happineſs 
or miſery, or not ? it it be not true, Iſec 
nor 
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not but ſuch as pray, as mediate; and walk 
circumſpectly, live as comfortably as we do, 
that neglect all this Heavenly work, and'run 
into ſin, and on this account, they are in 
as happy condition as we ; but if this be true, 
woe, woe to me that ever 1 was born; 
would have been well for me that I had 
been a Toad, a Dog, and could periſh as 
they ; better have the Heart of a Swine, 
than of a man, and not love God. My 
Horſe, and my Ox and Sheep, will riſe up 
in Judgement againſt me, they work and 
ſerve me, ſeem delightcd and thankful, when 
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forget my Lord and Makcr, that feeds and 
maintains me: The Ground brings forth 
Graſs and Corn after Rain and Sun-ſhine, 
but I am barren and untruitful, and bear 
briars and thornes under fo many fruitful 
ſhowers. Alas! alas! what have I doge? 
what will become of me ? What account 
can I give for Sermons or good Books, and 
good examples; good Bread, and Drink, 
and Meat, and have been unthanktul and un- 
grateful ? How may I fit down and wourn 
alone, and refuſe to be comforted ? I am 
undone, 1 am loſt, 1 am certainly haſtning 
a-pace to Etcrnal Deltruction. Well, 1s 1t 
umpoſlible, that I may yet recover, 1s then 
no hope, no help, tor fiich a loſt tinner as 1 
am ? Did not Chriſt come to ſeck and ſave 
that which was loſt 2 why ſhould I not turn 
and live ? O, that yetl may be accepted. God 
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calls me, Chriſt intreats me. This Treatiſe 
is now ſent me, to perſuade, and intreat me 
to turn to the Lord, and feek for Mercy and 
live. I come, Lord, at thy call and command, 
[ caſt away my Rebellions Arms ; 1 give up 
my ſelf to thy Government. Lord, yet im- 
ploy me and make ufe of me in thy ſervice ; 

will never more depart from 'T hee ; put 
thy fear in my Heart to this end, and never 
leave nor forſake me. 


To Conclude all, it can't be cxpreſt nor 
thought, how happy and bleſſed rhe Soul 
ſhall be that ſhall be'fav'd. 1 have ſpoken 
ſomewhat, bur alas ! the half can't be ex- 
preſt nor underſtood ; we know as little of 
the other World, as a Child in the Cradle of 
this World. I have but cloath'd the Chriſtian 
In Rags,how will they appear in their ſhining 
Robcs ? One ſays, praiſe 1s but the tribute ot 
Man, true worth is the gift of God. 1have 
been aſtoniſht to read fome Expreſſions, as 
that, John 17. after many excellent Prayers 
for them, and loving compellations of them, 
he Concludes, and ſhuts np all at laſt, Father, 
that they all may be one, as thou Father art in 
me, and T in th "2 that they alſo may be one tn 
ns, that the World may believe thou haft ſent me. 
V. 22. And the Glory which thou gaveſt me, 
I bave grven them, that they may be one, even 
as we are one. Again, v.23. I in you, and 
thou in me, that they may be made perfett in one, 
that the World may know that thou haſt lemt mie, 
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and baſt loved them, 4s thou baſt loved Mr. 
v. 24- Father, I will, let them allo whom thou 
baſt given me, be mith me, where I am, that 
they may bebold my Glory. Again, v. laſt. That 
the Life wherewsth thou haſt loved me, muy be 
in them, and I in them, They are words we 
can't underſtand, till we come to Heaven ; 
| can't open them. Phil. 3. 21. Whoſball 
change nr vile Body, and make it like unto bas 
Glorious Body, 

x John, 3.1, 2. Behold, what manner of love 
hath the Father beftowed on ns, that we ſhould 
be called ghe Sons of God: We know nothow 
great gd wonderful; ay, but the World 
don't fee ſo much init, nor doth it yet ap- 
pear, but when he ſhall appear, we ſhall bo 
like him,for we ſhall fee him as he 1s : What 
that is, I muſt leave to the great day. 

Blefſed,a Thouſand times Bleſſed are thoſe 
that are thus Wonderſully, Glorioufly , and 
Eternally Sav*'d. 
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CHAT AN, 
A more particular Concluſion. 


Y the more general Conclifron, you may 
B ſce that the deceit is Univerſal, an E- 
pidemical Diſcafe ; tha! aw fee It in others , 
tew in themſcl.s ; moit ccnfure and con- 
dema others, tew judge and condemn them- 
{celves, and fo will be judg'd and condemn'd 
of the Lord ; you ſee, that all without me 
15 nothing to me, unlcſs 1 am good myſelf, 
though God 1s never {o good and gracious in 
himſclf,and to others,yet is he a dreadful de- 
[troying enemy to me ; though Chriſt is a 
precious Saviour to others, yet a terrible judge 
and deſtroyer to me ; though the Bible be 
fall of Grace, Mercy, and Truth, there is 
not one comfortable Word to me ; though 
my Father and Mother be kind and tender, 
my Wite loving, my Childrea ſweet, plca- 
ling, and obcdient ; yet all of them can't 
help to fave me ; though I have heard many 
good Sermons, read many good Books, been 
in much good company, yct all have done 
me no good, but Fam more wicked and a- 
bominable in finning againſt fach Light ; 
though I have pretended to put up many 
Prayers, made a large Profeſſion, ſcem'd to 
others good and Godly, yet my Heart was not 
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right with God, I did but diſlemble, and [ 


am vtterly undone. As for ontward endow- 
ments & accompliſhments,my reaſon and un- 
derſtandingl did not employ about the beſt 
objefts, to the higheſt ends ; my Tongue | 
may bite in peices, and ſpit with indignation 
out of my Mouth, that hath ſpoken idly, 
vainly, and wickedly, fo long, and httlc 
or nothing to Gods Glory, the good of 0- 
thers and mine own comfort ; my ſtrength 
and beauty, I have boaſted of ; my Clothes 
and outward Ornaments, I have been proud 
of, though others have deſpisd me, when I 
thought they admird me, or rather my Ap- 
parel ; and -belides, was it never fo rich and 
gaudy, 'twas forgotten in a year or two at- 
terward ; and now all is gone; and ſuch a 
rich Fcaſt, a twelve-month paſt yiclds not 
the leaſt reliſh and favour im my thoughts 
now, Had I fed the poor, cloath'd the 
naked, out of true pity and tenderneſs to 
them, and love to God then had it been com- 
fortable in the review. 1 have plicas'd my 
ſclt (till in what was to come, 1n proſpect 
of future happineſs, when young, in a 
Marricd condition ; when Married, in my 
Children; when grown up, in their well- 
matching, and fo in thcir Children. But 1 
ſce this is ſtill all fomewhat without mc, and 
beſides my felf. 1 have feen the molt and 
beſt of the World, and what it: can dotor 
me ; it's like, I may never cat, and drink, 
and ilcep, with that pleaſure | have, any more, 
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my later days may be hIVd with forrow, a 
pains, and decays. Many of thoſe that did 3 ® 
laugh, and cat, and drink with me, have 3} ® 
been rotting in the Grave ſome years, what 
1s become of their Souls, I know not : God 
hath y-t prolong d my days to this moment, 
this may be my laſt call and warning ; and 
within a day or two, a week, a month, a 
ycar, others may think and talk of me, as 
i do of others now ; why may | not now caſt 
of other matters, and fit down and con- 
hdcr, what] am, what 1 have done, whither 
} am going ; how 'tis with me at preſent, and 
how it's like to be with me very ſhortly ? 

| may verily conclude, 1 am notto con- 
tinuc here as now 1 am ; where is the Man or 
Woman that lives always ? Ir's trae, Men 
arc immortal in their thoughts,that is, they 
rarcly, or never come toa determinate rime, 
to think I muſt nowdie; let a Man beold 
Or Wceas, he thinks I ſhall hive this da) X and 
to morrow, and when that comes, he till 
accounts upon the next day, and friends 
Jt hope, till they gaſp and breath ont the 
It; nay, fome pull and rub them when 
dead, and feign wonld bring to Life again, 
and when no hope, cry ont in anguiſh, what, 
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alive, } wound, and I heal, neither is there 
any that can deliver out of my hand. L lift up 
my hand to Heaven, and fay, 1 live for ever ; 
if & whet my glittering Sword, and mine 
hand take hold on judgement, P/al. gC. 3. 
T hou turneſt Man to Deſtruttion ©: and /ayeſt, 
Return,ye Children of Men. Some would have 
it, return to the duſt, man, from whence 
thou cameſt ; but others, ſpoken ironically, 
return again to thy Houte and Family, to 
thy Life and Health again, if thoucan'f ; 
try,whether thou can'it get our of my hands. 
Thou carricſt them as with a Flood , as a- 
ſleep; as Graſs, flouriſh in morning, and 
wither at night; who knows thy power, 
according to our fear of thee it 1s, and 
much more ? So tcach us to number our 
days, that we may be truly witc, notthat 
we can number any ;z but that they are not to 
be accounted upon at all; F/al. 39. 4. Lord, 
make me to know my end, and the meaſure of wiy 
days, that is, how frail! I am. It's very hard 
to live under 2 bclieving ſenſe of it, that | 
ſhall die. 

I may certainly conclude, that here 1s no 
abiding place for mc, let me cleave to the 
World never fo cloicand falt, I muſt Knock 
off, my houſe will caſt mc oat. How happ\ 
and Bleſied may 1 be in ways of Riz hteout- 
ncſs? how comtortablc, livicg and dying 7 
what manner of pcrion ſhall! 1 bs, it I come 
to Glory ? in ho# little time may I bea- 


mong Saints and Angels ? and what maancr 
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of perſon ſhould I now be, inall holy con- 
verſation and godlineſs ? Why may not 1 
come to Heaven, as well as others ? 

How dre: idfully miſerable ſhall I be, if I 
periſh, and am undone at laſt ; am I not on 
the brink of Heavenor Hell ? Deathis the 
clap-door, once my Soul is gone out of my 
Body; there is no change, nor alteration, 
no recovery, any more: And ſhall I thus go 
on from day today, and never bring it to an 
head, to _ reſult, whether I am like to 
be fav'd, * periſh Ercrnally ? I havebeen 
convinc'd on. awaken'd and ſtagy'd ; 1 
have had frightful thoughts in my Dreams, 
ſear'd 1 have been falling down a deep pre- 
cipice, or ſome ghaſtly enemies were laying 
hold of me, and no friend nigh, and I ſtrive 
to call and cry, and conld not cry out; I 
have often b:cn terrihed at an awak'ning 
Sermon, but all did wcar oft azain ; I have 
heen ſometimes lick, and ncar death , and 
have promis'd, it God would ſpare me, 
I would certainly lcad another courſe of 
Lite, refrain ſuch and ſuch fins, yea, all fin, 
and perform ſuch durics daily and fervent- 
ly. But my wicked Heart hath deceiv'd 
and undone me, and I fear will be 
too hard for me to my dying day. My 
ondition 1s dangerons, it not deſperatc. 
Well, I may admire Gods goodneſs that 1 
am yet alive, that yet I can ſpeak, and hear, 
and {ce, that God hath not Jong -lince pit 
our thele eyes, that have feen fo much va 
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nitv. and fo ſcldom feen him in his word 
and works; that he hath not ſtrook me dumb, 
that have usd my Tongue fo little to his 
praiſe and glory ; that he hath not ſtrook me 
dead long fince, that have hv'd fo unpro- 
hrably, nay, 10 provokingly. Yet lam a- 
live, once more [ have this call and warning, 
who k nows, but God hath thoughts of mercy 
to my Sonl * it hc would have doftrovd mc, 
he mig ht have done It long ago ; why ſhould 
I not lye zrovchng in the duſt, be cover'd 
with fackcloth and athes, fall down in tcars 
and anguith, cry mightily nnto God, turn 
from my waickedncts * whocan tcll, but God 
may tnrn trom tis hcerce anger , all [1 | ernth 


ot ? Why m not this time bc a time of 


love ? but then I mult do it prefently; if I 
put it off till to morrow,l ſhall then till ano- 
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that inarcalrcady ; why ſhould I not ſhut my 
{cl up from all company an« ivcrhons, re- 
fujc to be comlortea o I'd ont f I kn w., 
ſoon a5 1 yo to private Prayer in my Cloſer, 
rno 1thcre bc no hodly Knocks It door. the 
World and other mattcrs knock at my Heart, 
md call me off preſently; 1 could never 
abide quictly art it, til 1 brought it to ſome 
od | 


Well, I am rcfolv'd to hold my felt ro it, 
my Fody at lealt 1 can ſhut up, and ſhut in ; 
Hoare will ran away, I will call in Gods 

cc, who alone can command this un- 
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ruly wandring Heart ;, as it is ſaid, who can 
know 1t? | the Lord fearch it : So, who can 
rule and mend it ? none but God, Inever 
yet could promiſe of my ſelf to ſtick to it 
one hour or two, much lefs one day ; and 
this is the main bulineſs of my Life. 1 am 
now rcſoly'd, nothing ſhall hinder me ; I have 
ſpent days and hours enough about the World 
and vanity, the time paſt may ſuffice, and is 
roo much, that I have walked after the courſe 
of this Word. I will now giveup my felt 
to this great and ſolemn work. 1 kaow, 1 
ſhall have excuſes and delays, now 1s not a 
fit time, I can't be private, or I have other 
matters, ſuch expett ye; the Devil, the 
World, and your Hearts, will find yon our 
ſomewhat. No, 1'lc hearken to them no more : : 
no, this 15 the time, 1 will take another time 
for that : Ay, but then let halt an hour ſerve ; 
no, I will have halt the day, all the day, 
and all the night, and to morrow too ; if 
can't finiſh it, 1 will now. bring it to ſome 
good illue, if poſſible. This will be too grie- 
vous and troubleſome to ficſh and blood, to 
thy Body and thy Friends ; I have been kind 
cnough,too kind to them already ; what cant 
they be ſatisfied, unleſs 1 deſtroy Body and 
Soul for them, to pleaſe and ſerve them ? 
why ſhonld this ſeem iſo much and grievous ? 
I can faſt a whole day for the Health of my 
Body, and take griping and bitter Phy- 
lick ; and do Inot need Vomits for my foul 
Stomach, and ſharp Phylick for my Soul ? I 
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can attend my Husband or Child, if fick, 
and dying, and not cat day after day, nor 
ſleep 1n the night, watch and cry, watch 
and ſtrive, and think no pains too mnch ; 
and ſhall 1 not now cry, and watch z weep 
and pray for my poor Soul, my precious 
and immortal Soul ? I cant fave my Husband 
or Child from Death, but my Soul may be 
fav'd from Everlaſting Death. I can deny 
my felt tood and comforts a long time, when 
my dear friend is dead, weep over the Grave 
think and talk of him night and day; anc 
what,ſhall I ſpend notime to bewail my dead 
Soul eſtrangd from God , without hope, 
without Chriſt and God, in this World,and 
will, if not timely prevented, be without 
them for ever? | can deny my feIf food, and 
caſe, and ſleep, in following the World ; if 
riding Journy's, if getting Mony in Market, 
or Fairs, if ſclling an Eſtate, it entring on 
a great, hopeful, and gaintvl Voyage; not 
mind meat or drink a day together, fcarce 
fleep in the night, rite carly in the morning, 
work bard a'l the day, and not begrudge my 
pains, it get but {mall matters; and ſhall [ 
not fect ro this work heartily ; when may do 
Kt 2107.: without others afliſRence, and do it 
thorowly, and get far greater Mercy, and on 
bctrer terms, and ail made ſure to my 


Soul *? 


I can deny my felf food and eafc, at my 
plcafures and fports; ride all day in per- 
U 2 iving 
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ſuing my Game, fit up all night at Cards 
and Dice, unwearied in attending on Plays, 
pleas'd hours in reading Romances; and if 
lower in the World, I have ſpent days and 
hours in ſports and recreations, and ſtall I 
beyrudge one day, or two days, about a buſi- 
nets of fuch concernment 


I have ſpent many days and weeks in fer- 
ving my friends, in adviling and aſliſting 
others, and was never fo kind to my ſelf, as 
to ſpend one folemn day thus about my 
felt. 


| have ſpent Months and Years about my 
Houſe, my Grounds, my Cattle, my Mony ; 
and never yct {ct apart one week about my 
Soul, my Sclft; I have ſpent many hours at 
Praycr, Reading, Hearing, Sabbaths, Faſts, 
and Sacraments , till I was quite weary in 
pertarming the outhde Service, but never 
yet ſcarchr my Soul to purpoſe, whether I 
have got any rcal good 


God, in his providence, hath made me lye 
on a hick Bed, or brought me under great 


troublcs and lolles, and made me faſt, and 


weep, and groan, nights and days, and may 
yet Cait me under many more ; and were [ 
not better willingly chooſe to falt,and weep, 
Icarch, and cry, becauſc of my Ins, and 1 may 
prevent ſuch doicful nights and days ? My 
tIrienGs, ut good, and Minilters, have wept 


and 
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and pray'd, and God hath waited a long 
time, and call d, and his ſpirit hath been 
gricvd, and I not yer grieve and mourn in 
lecret. 


I muſt, whether | will or no, very ſhortly 
lye days and nights under the Earth, and not 
cat nor drink, nor enjoy this World months 
and years, yea, go more; and ſhall I think 
it much to deny my ſelf a f:w days and 
nights, and may hereby prevent Everlaſting 
roarings and ycllings, pains, and horror, 
for ever? If 1 fow in Tearsa little while, 
| may reap an Harveſt of joy; my worldly 
grieving for fri ends have done no good, but 
increaſe my ſorrows, and work Death ; but 
this godly forrow may make way for Ever- 
laſting joys. Shall I lye in the Grave ſcores 
and thonfands of years, and not deſcend in 
my thoughts, and dwcll there one day or 
night together ? 


Had I done it ſooner, might it not have 
prevented the loſs of much precious time, 
many blcſled ſeaſons, prepar'd me for fore 
trials, and made all conditions good to me ? 


Well, yet I have this time, I muſt nor, I 
will not, I cannot loſe it. I will hearken to 
the Flcſh, to the Devil, to the World, no 
longer, No more. 
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Now hxing on the time, ſetting it apart 
with fall reſolution, I will ſet to the work 
heartily, and perform it thorowly; I will 
ſearch, and ſearch again, and know, how 
matters ſtand betwixt God and my Soul, 
If, upon ſerious enquiry, I find that all tsourt 
of order, and my Soul isin a fad, and pe- 
riſhing condition ; all the World ſhall not fa- 
tisfie and quict me. What if | have health 
and cafe, and riches, and friends at preſent, 
theſe can't help, nor comfort, nor divert me 
mh longer. None but Chriſt , nothing, 
but pardon, can faiishe my Conſcience, com- 
tort my Soul,nor make me truly happy. Why 
my not Chrilt be my Saviour, my help, my 
ſalvation ? Give mc Chriſt, or elſcl die, and 
that Eternally. 1 am not exceptcd in the 
calls of the Goſpel, in the offers of Mercy. 
| am williag tocomcin, and give up my ſelf 
wholly to God. Here 1s Head, Heart, Soul 
and Body, Tongue, and Litc,all at thy com- 
mand and diſpoſe. I have wearicd my ſelf 
tor very vanity, and miſtook my main buli- 
nels, 2nd crrand, in this World. O Lord, 
thou halt no pleaſure in my Death, but hadſt 
rather I would turn and live; torn me, O 
Lord, and | ſhall be turn'd: Its thine own 
work, work in mc both to will and to do of 
thine own good pleaſure. I not only en- 
gage thus vpon preſent convittions and a- 
wakenings, but I reſolve in full purpoſe of 
Soul, to cleave to Thee all my days, keep it 
ever in the purpoaſcof my tcart. I muſt go 
down 


down into the World again with my Eody, 
but, Lord, keep my Heat (till with Thee ; 
keep me by Thy Almighty power , thorow 
Faith unto Salvation ; never leave, nor for- 
fake me, and put Thy fear into my Heart, 
that I may never depart from Thee. 1 know 
my Heart is hard, dead, deceittul ; Lord, 
give me a new Heart, a tender Heart, a bro- 
ken Heart , an humble, fincere Heart; an 
Heart for Thy felt after Thine own Heart, 
that 1 may love I hee continually. 


Thus follow on the work the whole day 
together, gonot off preſently ; but pray, and 
ſearch, promiſe, and vow, and przy again 
ſay, Lord, if there be yet any deccir, an 
ſecret evil, ſearch, root it out, and Icad mc 
in the way Everlaſting. Iam now willing to 
be wholly 'T hine, always Thine, and then I 
am ſure] am truly minc own. 1 know, this 
is hard work for once not usd to ordinary 
faſting, and prayer, and trial. The Horſe, 
not us'd to daily Riding and Excrcife, 1s 
unfit preſently for a Race. It's bard for 
ſuch to work all the day, rhat do not work 
an hour or twodaily betore hand. Bug fuch 
1s my urgent neceſlity, 2nd preſent need, that 
| mult now fct to it without delay, and mnit 
do it to purpoſe, or as good not do it It all. 
The Lord help you to be fincere, faithtul, 
and unwearied, in this bleſſed work, and it 
may be the belt day you ever ſpent in your 
Lives, and you may have cauſe to bleſs God 
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whether he ſball be Sav d or Loft. wo . 


Emery Mans grand Intereſt and Enquiry 
for it to all Eternity. What would Thou- 
ſands in Hell give for fuch an opportunity, p 
it they had it, and it could be bought with an 
Gold and Silver, or any pains ard induſtry ? 
I doubt not, but were it in my power to ofter 


ſuch terms to a dyinz Man, that cries, and Fi 
Ix"OS IOC LL Nc. © that Cro03 wontd thar him '% 
a intlc lonecr; a (rravagant young \ 
Man faid on his D-wrh-bcdl, could I Livre \ 
ut ONC YOCAar NO! , NO 1 UT IN SACK oth 
q1 Al (.ontd | w |} opolals, [ 
's }f | MY OWUn t! inns 5 i 
it God will f1 you, Will you promiſe | 
nc taithtuliyto | q an hour every morning | 
and evening on your knucs at FTayct * wall 
von read fo many Charters daily 2 will vou 
WOCTN ne wholc day cry WCECTKs in laiting, 
Pra ,and weeping * 1 doubt not, but many, 
molt that arcawakend and ientible., wonld 
MNIWVCT, 2 WI H Its id he glad 
with tuch fcafons, rathcr than with days of 
1711 L all fol rat hcr than cati arimKk- 
ng, | hnn \Well. why can you not 
be \\ 1tc, L \ . thus in time, bcforc 


It 15 to late ? 1 hops, all this will prevail on 
Jomc, titoicrror 1s work preſent!; 2nd hear - 


LY, i; T2306 | cls ITO VO y0! IS. IT WH DC 
| | can but Ict 1t bctorc YOU, It you will, 
y ON JVI [71 | MOYC on n\ 1” o1d courtc and | 
ways, The Lord grant. if it bc his blcfſed 
Will, none of you that rcad theſe lines, may 
bc tooliſh, {pcratc, and haidn'd to your 
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whether he ſhall be Sav'd or Lofe. 

One ſuch private, rctir'd day, may be of 

more uſe to you, than all the publick Seaſons 
and opportunities of Grace. 


Now you arc alone ; have time and Ica- 
ſure to mcditate,and fcarch, to look back on 
your Lives, to look into your Hearts ; when 
You arc In company, read or prayimg, 


You mult go along with what 1s in hat 


But now you may lomctimes read, fome 
- | X | ' 
times pray, IOMCcrtuncs nieditatc ; timKk Of 
3 
lin, Ul you feel its wcerzht and burden, 1 


guilt, fhng, and burning; think of Gods 
love in Icius Chrift, till your Souls arc 11- 


tam'd, and raviſht with love ; and vou have 
nothing to hinder you but your wicked 
Hearts, and thar. I contets, 15 bad cnoy ns 


i | S Ras i | i 
6% TH » IC] [0 1 l 1aN £1] I! vv Yo 31 Ig 
at the wickednets of the World, and faid 


, 
hc would IivCc 41 1 pt nd Ica C 21 WiIcCKeea 
company z faid the othcr, you mult nor th 

carry vour Hcart with you. He _ you 
have but this once cnemy to itt with ; 


and YOU May oc4 IN Yy2005N In ITICE 2200 *NCE. 
Well rhiank once. and mM. 18 a1} well? 


may it not bK bettc1 1's TNCTE NO NOPE, no 
help ? ſhall I wilfully, and willingly, Celtroy 
my felf thorow minc own nevict? Wonld 
| be thus crucl to my Freend. my Child ; if 
one days talting, and weepin Are wching 


, þ 
fave hu”? thail 1 tay 


Draymg, wonid 


, 
rather Ict him periſh Soul and Body t all 
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Every Mans grand Intereſt and Enguiry 
Eternity , than I will thos ſpend a dayon 
my knees,in pinching my Body and denying 
my ſelf the plcaſures of this Lite ? 

What though a debaucht Drunkard faid to 
his Phyſician; that told him, if he left nor 
off drinking cxceſlively, he would loſe his 
ſght ; then farewel, dear eves, rather than 
1 will loſe my cups. I hus many, cruel to their 
Bodies, grow fat, unwieldy, ſickly, pain'd, 
have the dropſy and yet not deny themſelves 
meat and drink ; it they arecrucl to their 
Bodies, what hurt hath thy Soul done thee ? 
wherein hath it ſo highly oftended thee, that 
thou wilt deſtroy it to all Erernity, rather 
thandeny thy ſelf a little plealure, caſe, and 
ſloth. What hath thy pamper'd, flothful, 
finful fleſh, deferv'd fo well at thy hands, that 
it muſt have all thy time, care, and pains, 
and plcafure ; and not afford thy ſelf one 
day, one week apart fromall worldly mat- 
ters? Pity, ſome pity, for the Lords fake, 
for thine one fake, on that Body and Soul of 
thine, before it be too late. If nothing will 
prevail, now God ſends me with this meſſage 
of loveto you ; fad 15 that condition. Prov. 9, 
beg. Wiſdom hath builded her Houſe, killed 
her beaſts, mingled her Wine, furniſht her 
Table, ſent forth us Miniſters to cry upon 
the higheſt places ; whoſo is ſimple, let him 
torn in hither, as for him that wanteth un- 
derſtanding, ſhe faith to him, comecat of my 
bread, Ce. forſake the foolih and live. 
Prov. 1. 20, Ec. She crycth in tho chict place 
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whether he ſhall be Sav'd or Loſf, *v 
of concourſe, How long, ye ſimple ones, will 
ye love ſimplicity ; turn you at my reproof. 
Well, bur iinners will not hear, torn, and 
live. Why then, v. 24, &c. becauſe 1 have 
called, and ye refuſed, ye have'ſet at nought 
my counſel, I will alfo laugh at your cala- 
mity, when your fear cometh as a deſolation, 
and your deſtruttion as a Whirl-wind ; when 
diſtreſs and anguiſh cometh on you, as it will 
certainly at Death. v. 28. Then ſinners may 
call, and 1 will not anſwer ; they may ſeek 
me carly, and carneſtly, but ſhall not find 
me ; theirturning away ſhall ſlay them, and 
their proſperity deſtroy them : yer ver. laſt, 
Who fo hearkeneth to me ſhall dwell fafcly, 
and ſhall be quiet from fear of evil 


The Lord grant, that what 1 have writen , 
and you have read, may not riſe up in judge- 
ment againſt us at the laſt day, to condemn us, 
becanle of our necletting lo orcat SA UatIION, 


